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Sec. 45. - City attorney.

(a)

(b)

(0)

The city commission shall appoint a city attorney for an indefinite term and fix his compensation. He
shall be a practicing attorney who is a member in good standing of the Florida Bar who shall act as
the legal advisor to, and counselor for, the city and all of its officers in matters relating to their official
duties, and shall attend all meetings of the city commission, unless excused by the commission. He
shall prepare all contracts, bonds and other instruments in writing in which the city is concerned, and
shall endorse on each his approval of the form and correctness thereof, and no contract with the city
shall take effect until his approval is so endorsed thereon. The city attorney, subject to the approval of
the state's [state] attorney, may be assigned the duties of a special prosecuting attorney in county
court at the will of the city commission. If the city attorney shall engage in private practice with the
consent of the city commission, he shall, under no circumstances, accept retainerships, temporary or
permanent, from the State of Florida or any of its component agencies, the County of St. Lucie, the
district school board of St. Lucie County, or any other municipality or special taxing districts situate
wholly within the boundaries of St. Lucie County.

The foregoing language in this section shall never be construed to require the city attorney to
endorse his approval of the form and correctness on bonds and revenue certificates issued by the
city.

When required to do so by the city manager or the city commission, he shall prosecute and defend[,]
for and in behalf of the city, all complaints, suits and controversies in which the city is a party. He shall
furnish the city commission, the city manager, the head of any department, or an officer or board not
included in any department, his opinion on any question of law relating to their respective powers
and duties.

(Laws of Fla., Ch. 65-1552, § 8; Laws of Fla., Ch. 71-643, 8 8; Ord. No. G-356, § 4, 8-1-77)

Amendment note—Ch. 65-1552, § 8, amended_§ 45 by adding the provision for assignment of the city
attorney to duties as city prosecutor and by adding the last sentence regarding private practice. Ch. 71-
643, 8 8, amended_8 45(a) by adding the words "and shall attend all meetings of the city commission,
unless excused by the commission" following the word "duties," and by changing "Board of Public
Instruction" to read "district school board."
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