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from pit bull’s owner

By Elllott Jones -
elliott jones@tepalm.com

" 772-918-2224

FORTPIERCE~ An explosion
of thousands of yellow jack-
etsfromanimmense hive in
athicket of backyard palms
could have been triggered
by the pit bull that died of
their stings, according to
pest control experts.

And once a yellow jacket
is killed, it releases a scent
that causes the other insects
to swarm and sting, said
exterminator Ed Ruby with
Critter Control.

On Sunday 'morning,
Ruby .applied the last of
six gallons of insecticide
needed to saturate the nest
that blended into masses of
low-growing palm fronds
and stems in a central Fort
Pierce neighborhood. Ruby
said it was one of the larg-
est ground-level nests he
has seen.

The incident started late
Saturday afternoon when a
neighbor alerted Demontra
Robinson that his dog was
barking in the backyard on
South 20th Street, south of
Orange Avenue. -

When Robinson came
out, :8-month-old “Baby”
was “screaming and cry-
ing” ina “fog” of the yellow
jackets. He had left the dog

. teduptoatreeabout9 feet

from the clump of palms.

A neighbor called 911,
which alerted the city’s
animal control officers,
who called in a pest control
company to tackle the yel-
low jackets.

It took two hours for the
swarm to calm down so
people could approach. By
then, the dog “was passed
out,” Robinson said. Animal

Control Officer William

. Blue took the pit bull to an

emergency animal hospi-
tal. The pit bull died before
making it to the hospital, ac-
cordingto police.

Robinson was stung
twice, causing painful welts
that required his treatment
at the Lawnwood Regional
Medical Center and Heart
Institute.

Ruby got there Saturday

-night after another pet con-

trol company couldn’t come
out.

Even then, he received
one sting that he said kept
him up at night.

‘When he was first called
out, he was told they were
bees. If he had known they
were yellow jackets, he
said he would have worn
boots in addition to the full-
sleeved protective clothing
and head gear he wore.

Robinson has lived at
the house in the 300 block
of South 20th Street since
1999 and said he never saw
the yellow jackets in-the
yard he mows.

The clump of palm, with .

the hive inside, is along a

" fence between Robinson’s

yard and the yard of Maria
James, who says shé knew
the vellow jackets were
there but didn't have the
money to hire a pest-remov-
al company. She said her
9-year-old son was stung
Saturday before the yellow
jackets attacked the pit bull.

People who find a large
bee or yellow jacket nest
that presents a community
nuisance can call 911,

Still, Ruby said, many

problems fall back on the

property owner fo resolve
and “unfortunately some of
them don’t have the money.”
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Ordinance

By Keona Gardner
keona.gardner@tcpalm.com
772-221-4206

ST. LUCIE COUNTY = County
officials want to regulate
the care of guard dogs and
the conditions when dogs
can be tied outside to a
fence. :

Guard dogs would have
to be registered, and own-
ers would be required to
provide adequate food and
water for any dog tethered
to a fence or post.

Notable highlights from
the ordinance include:

B Animals younger
than 6 months or that are
ill cannot be tethered.

B Tether must be at
least 10 feet long or four
times the length of the
animal.

B Fenced-in enclosures
must be six inches above
the ground and have a roof
to shield a dog from the el-
ements.

@ Tethering is prohib-
ited in hurricanes, tropi-
cal storms or when tem-
peratures are colder than
40 or warmer than 85, and
when the wind chill is 35 or

_ colder and the heat index

is 100 or warmer.

Penalties have not been
determined, said Assistant
County Attorney Heather
Young.

The County Commis-
sion is to vote on the re-
vised ordinance 9 a.m.
Tuesday.

County resident Danny
Kresky asked for the teth-
ering inclusion after see-
ing a guard dog tied to a

~ ST.LUCIE COUNTY

proposed

toregulate guard dogs

fence at a mechanic shop.

“Canyou imagine being
tied up and you can’t move
out of the Florida sun?”
Kresky asked. :

Animal Control Super-
visor Karen Taylor said
having a too-short tether
can prevent the dog from
reaching its water or food.

“Animals can get tan-

_gled up in their tether and
+“can choke themselves,”
Taylor said. “I can’t re-
member any recent cases
where this happened, but
we want to be proactive.”

Officials with the Hu-
mane Society of St. Lucie
County said the new or-
dinance makes sure pets
have the proper care.

An injury from being
tethered mostly has to
do with the care a dog re-

- .ceives from its owner, said
Dr. Michael O’Connor,
veterinarian of Holy Fam-
ily Veterinary Hospital in
Fort Pierce.

“Tethering a dog for a
half-hour or an hour is not
severe, but when it goes to
four hours, eight hours’or
more than it could become
a case of neglect because
the dog could not be get-
ting the proper amount
of exercise or water,”
O’Connor said. ‘

Vero Beach, Fort Pierce
and Martin County have
no laws restricting tether-
ing. However, Fort Pierce
requires the tether to be at
least 10 feet and it cannot
be a choke or prong-type
tether, said Peggy Arraiz
city code-compliance
manager.

O




(Squry yomp 19p
-Un) WY ToIu0Y” [ewrue
/209/A03 005100115 MMM

//+d1y e surquo punoy aq .

UeD 3DUBUIPIO [Ny oY ]

‘0218
CIV-TLL 11ed dourUIPIO
[onuoD ewuy s,43Unory
9N ‘IS INOqe sured
-U03 10 ‘suonsonb 1og
“19q0100
+ UL SUITIDTUOS IOUBUTPIO 33
JO SuonE[OLA YILM POIEIOOS
-se sauy 3uraoxdde aq 1M
SIduoISSTWwo) Ajunoy
AN IS ‘I9ADMOY
“90ouBUIpI0 Bu3 Sutieora
y3neo oxe sjuaprsaa J1 ‘s3ur
-tres Jumsst o [[1Mm 5193

-0 JoIW0Y) fewntuy §,43
~unod awnT 3§ ‘Afrenruy
‘SOOUBUIPIO [BLUIUE UMO
TOY3 9ARY DI0Y 'I§ 1O puE
9DIAI 3104 JO Som0 By ],
"AYunod ay3 yo seae pojer
-odroduun 9y ur Surprsox
S9S59UISNg pue SIULPISII

‘01 Ldde Luo svueuIpIo

fewtuy £junoed srony g
oY1 03 saBueyo ay ), "Ajore
-IpalWI 9ATI0Y0 218 puE
2491 93818 913 18 porolsidax
U99q DABY SME] MaU BT,

_ "UBLIBULIOINA
[E90] & pue [013u00 [ewirue
‘JUSWIIIOJUD ME] JO SIATI
-ejudsardar Jo pasoduwod
PVNTWUIOD IDQUIW-IALY

9DUBLIPIO Jewiue

"EpLioy
/npasddiios-mmm aos
‘UONIBUIIOIUT 210U 104
"YIEIH JO soININISU] Herp
-BUR 9Y) PUE (9659¢0VQ
PUBZBO9C0VA ‘SOY9Z0vA
Sjuexd) YIeIH JO SIS
~uj [euoneN 213 4q poaitod
-dns sem yiom sryy,

BIISqR/B-€900 (ST)
£22€-9000S/91o1118/W100
‘Tewanoldxjergossdyen
-13oro1q:mmm//:diy oos
‘UOTIBULIOJUT 90U 10

"Apnis 91 yo swry a1y
18 1YS.L JO [IB ‘99p oow
-Ung pue yuws Loy ‘puef
=10 21859 ‘o1 SJuerboy
‘or(] LR ‘eAeysaoxisO

‘BINUISU YaIvasay
sddudsay) jo sndwen epLol4
a3 uo Jossajoud ajeposse

UE S| AQURALLIDLIRIA 1LY

e3[0 210m Swnjeing a3
ut Surreusds proido uy
-[01u0) Aq roraeyeg
premay sorendsy LSO,
‘Apnis ayy jo sioyine 1o
410 ‘Aouedwolrely pue
uong o3} UoHIppe uy

» ‘ples-ay
«159] pooyq srduns e yim
uoyjeinwr Jurjqesip Aue
103 5[0A9] /STy 10) A[[ed
-yroads yoo[ prnos nod
‘stuerred vewing 10§ anixg
PIoy s3utpuy ino ji,,
*A19A0DS1p 1101} 10§ 91NNy

| gghsouserp Suoxs e sraze)

QADI[OG ACUBAIRIIRIA

« S9jerdo
YILM POYeIDOSSE 5100pa
-2P1§ [BIUSWILIIP 3yl Jo
AUIOS 20NPaX Aelr £SO
JO [oA9] 9Y3 3B uonjusA
~IOJUT [eDIS0[0DRWARY,,
"Apnis a3 Jo 1oyine 181y
‘uolng “g ariney AJRI00S

1884P) 8nup

€ Jo djoy aqy yirm payyerp
SEM  (OIYM - ‘BOUBUIPIO
243 pasordde sisuorssiur
-woy £3uno) arong ig -
“Jop pren3 e qym uorresor
® e [[ed ' o) Surpuodsax

U9YM SIODLPO JUIODIOY

~Ud ME] 1O UOTIBULIOJUY
apraoxd pue sSop paeng jo
JUBIEST) SUEWINY 2INSUT
03 s3op prend 105 sjuaw

1800130 U
BDURBUIPIO AU3 JO SUORIOIA L)

*

Pe1RII0SSR saul Buiacidde ag v

Ao
-21mbax 2180 pue uonen
-S1321 JO UOERI) 9Y T,
‘3op snoxa3uep v
Jo uontumep Axonjess ay)
199U JoU Op Inq suewany
pue sjewriue 1oyjo prem
~03 uorssaxdde payquyxe
QABY OYM S[RWIIUE $SAIP
-pe 0 syuawarmbax uon
-BSI30T [eWIUE JA[SS913
-3e Jo woneor oyl m

ALUIIBLLIOS

i

|
| I
A

SJBUOISSILLLLIOT) AJUNOT) BINT IS

0} s98uey Sanoidde Ajuno?

-SB [Yoxeasax pres f1odie;
anap renuajod e se zgoy
$oje0IpUl pue 9sn auryd
-10W 01 worldE syads
~UOIZ01-UTeIq & U /S5 JO
9101 A1o3e[npow anbrun
€ S[eoAdx Apnis SIyL,
‘uonouny sy adueyd o3
'S[[9D SAIDU OM] UPOMIDG
uonoun( ay3 ‘esdeuds oy
Jo Anpiqe ay3 — sasdeuds
Jo Lyonserd pue suoinog
3o Ayiqesroxo ur sedueyd
poonpur-surydrowr Suy

-fe[n3ox £q 30 su R

=X 01 savadde sEoy
« S3uTqrs

[BULIOU J10Y] UBy} ayour

yonuwr. 3nip oy} poiwio

£SDY Bunoe] 9o1wr 597
STq) woay Suidpn{ ‘pue j1

PaYI] 4943 yontu moy surur
-19319p 03 sosso1d 1049 Jo
19qUINI 9y 18 PONOO] oM.
aurydiow yo uorsnyur ue

DAIDIDI O} J9AR] e ssaid
PINOJ stewitug oy, "pres
Aouedwroyrepy ‘reusdis oy
U0 9YeIq B 5% 5108 /SOY
STYM ‘s30979 s 8nap oy3
Jo 3010npucH B 58,5108 103
~daoax prordo nwr oy 1,
‘wondIppe sutyd
-Joui 03 pasodsipoaxd paom
speuriue a3 ‘uioad oy
INOYILM “SPXOM 19}0 uf
'S250p
aurgdiow paraisturpe
<J19s 03 9suodsaz ur jemerp
- paualy 3oy pue aoue
-1910] pade[op Yorrex ured
Pasea10ur ‘pIema) pasuey
-ua urajoxd oy furneu
~[unyo Jeyl pamoys Apnis
Y} ‘ureaq BN UL juepunge
urjoId ¥ STy pajyes ure)
~0xd $oy xemonred v Sur
=¥ S[epow [pwyE poy
~Ipowt A1[eontowad Suisn
“(x03dodax prordo nur) 103

~193107 10 (01 ST Xopur Jeoy
oY} waym 10 59313ap o4
UBY} 19pjoo a1 sainjerad
~UI3) USYM pUe SOURITLINY

‘sturols [eordor) se yons

SUOTJIPUOD 9L 1BIM DDA}
X9 3upnp payiqryosd sy

OPISINO PaIsIa) S[EWIUE *

pepuaneun Surdooyy m
‘punoid oyl sa0qe

SOUOUL XIS 1SBa] J€ ST YOTyM

19)[9YS PIIGAOD B DABY

1SNUI S2INSOTOUD PIOUY ur

ap1sino 1doy seuriuy gg

T ‘pare

~1193 9q Jouue [[1/painfur

218 38U} JO SYIUOW 9 UL}
Io3unod  srewruy g

. Tewue

~daoax surydiow oy sjoxy
-U0d yorym. ‘urejoxd ($5Y)
Surreuds ure101d D jo 10
-8[nda1 € e umouy st uon
-sonb ur spnosjowr 2y,
"Anyergods  reordoforg reu
~Inof a3 Aq jurad jo peaye
JUITUO  A[IUad91 paysiy
-qnd sem Apnys oy,
JUAWIRDX) 910F
-9q uondIppe 03 syusiied
3o uonsodsipaad orjousg
91 03 IN[O B IOPO USAD puR
suonedIpaur uted oAnap

" -pe-ssa] Jurdoessp 1oy

193181 SnIp mou e 03 peof

- pInod  s8uipuyy YL

'S[[e0 ureaq
Jo dnou3 Jrews e ur Surpeu
-31s x03dovar eurydiowr
S[OIIU0D A[ndvIow dYytdads
E 3B} umoys sey (13S.L)
sy Yoressoy sddrrog

" a1y, 30 sndured BPLIOLT o3

w0 10ssayoxd. 91IO0SSE

8yl jo Mg

R

e

US] 2y3 sowl
INoJ 10 3uoy 109)-(T 5L
1 9q ISNW SRYIVL M
, ‘panqrgoxd
stuoIstAzadns oy apis
-0 Pa1aY[19] S[eWIUY jg-
.. epnpout sduBUIP
=10 [eWny $5,430n00 31
01 sadueyd rofewr ayy,
- *s3od ployasnoy x0j
udna30xd 10139 apracad
0) 90UBUIPI() [RUIIUY 5,43
~UnoJ ayl o3 sa3ue jo A1
-lea e pasoxdde Apusder
SIFUOISSIWUION) - £)Unon

SLNTIS ~ANNOIANTLS.

103NGHIU0D SMBNINOA
1S opa Ag

9DATIS

u® ‘AOUBAWDIIEW [[1ArYy
£q par Apnis mou y
‘poOoISIIP
-UN [[2M UDDQ I9AU SBY
surajoxd roydeser sser
Jo uwonemoer ‘@aidrpad
Aqi8ua] ey ondsagy
*sIeaA worpq
-J1ey e Aj1esu 10§ Luiojeur
djeIgeirea jo jred uoseq
sey Jeyy urojoad oyads e
uo Buroe £q 109y orroyd
-1 SIT SY10M Inap ayy,
"OOUIS 194D AJe
-NUTIUOD JSOWE (PAsNSTUX
PUE) POOISIDPUNSIW U0
sAey sanfenb Suryured
53 pue surgdiow ‘urerig
PUB BUIY]) Usomiag aoue
~[eqUIT 9pRI} S} 98104
03} AduB1Ins se AInjusd
9381 23U} ul pasn aduQ
J0INGIRU07 SMBNIND,
hvynes 3 Ag

[elluajod e se payedipul uisloid /<oy



