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April 26, 2016 

Linda Hudson, Mayor 
City of Fort Pierce/City Hall 
100 North U.S. Highway One 
Fort Pierce, FL 34950 

Dear Mayor Hudson, 

As a friend and partner in our success, we invite you to write a letter in su natee Observation and 
Education Center (MOEC to endorse its grant ap lication to the Florida Division of Cultural Affairs for general 
operating support for 2017-2018. 2016 is a milestone as MOEC celebrates twenty years as St. Lucie County's first 
non-profit, environmental learning center - teaching, guiding and inspiring stewardship of the Indian River Lagoon and 
its fragile inhabitants - including the endangered Florida manatee. 

With the visionary partnership of the Florida Inland Navigational District (FIND), Main Street Fort Pierce, City of Fort 
Pierce, Fort Pierce Utilities Authority, Indian River State College and local business and community donors, MOEC 
became a cultural community gathering place and a catalyst for ecological education. Today, MOEC continues as an 
anchor in the economic revitalization of Fort Pierce, contributing to the local economy through cultural eco-tourism 
and attracting visitors from all over the world. Enclosed you will find highlights and milestones and we ask you to 
provide the following: 

1. A letter from you on your letterhead endorsing MOEC's application for support and 
2. Addressed to: Florida Division of Cultural Affairs 

R.A. Gray Building 
500 South Bronaugh Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250 

3. Email PDF to: donate@ManateeEducationCenter.org 
or mail to my attention at: 480 N Indian River Drive, Fort Pierce, FL 34950 

Funding from the Florida Division of Cultural Affairs will enhance MOE C's ability to deliver teachable moments for 
children and families about the importance of the environment and ecology through enriching public programs and 
engaging exhibits. Best of all, MOEC remains accessible to all who enjoy historic downtown Fort Pierce and its 
waterfront. 

Please contact me with any questions at 772.429-8597. Thank you for your support! 

Diane Kimes 
Development Officer 

480 North Indian River Drive, Fort Pierce, FL 34950 • 772.429.6266 • www.ManateeEducationCenter.org 
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Manatee Observation & Education Center (MOEC) and Community Impact at-a Glance 

MOEC serves as a regional environmental and cultural leader, promoting the area's natural and cultural 

heritage that makes the Treasure Coast a special place to work, live and visit. Our location is ideally suited 

as a community gathering place for cultural audiences. Fort Pierce is also home to distinguished research 

facilities, including Smithsonian Marine Station and Florida Atlantic University - Harbor Branch 

Oceanographic Institute, and Ocean Research & Conservation Association (ORCA). An array of federal, 

state, local and public maritime organizations, as well as marine industries are located here to fuel 

enrichment and recreational opportunities for residents and visitors. 

• MOEC has educated and entertained 850,000 visitors since its doors opened in 1996. 

• MOEC is home to fresh & salt water aquaria, touch tank, interactive displays, indoor and outdoor classroom, 
11 Under the Dock" Theatre, solar-powered tower lights, waterscape that uses reclaimed water, butterfly 
garden, wildlife observation deck and several interpretive signs surrounding its perimeter to inform and 
educate the public about the inhabitants in and around the Indian River Lagoon. 

• MOEC offers a wide range of public programs and events for all ages, guided kayaking trips, wildlife eco-boat 
tours, and Lunch & Learn Lectures. 

• MOEC annually hosts 36,000 visitors {2015}, including 5000 schoolchildren through visits to the Education 
Center, outreach to the schools and field excursions. 

• MOEC offers youth summer and winter "break" Camps, "Sleep in the Deep" overnight camp, "Dining with the 
Fish" feeding program, Mermaid Tales storytime and monthly themed curriculum of the arts in nature. 

• MOEC is the meeting place for the RIVER KIDZ of St. Lucie and Indian River County, a youth environmental 
awareness organization on the Treasure Coast. 

• MOEC is accessible across diverse sectors to improve the economic vitality of the Treasure Coast with low 
admission fee of $1.00 per person and many free community events such as NATURE FEST and mascot MOE 
the Manatee's Birthday Celebration. 

• In 2015, of the 35,000 visitors to MOEC, 30% were "local"; 10 % from Florida, 47% from outside of Florida and 
13% of visitors from outside of the United States. 

• 120 docents, part of MOEC's "ManaTEAM" provided 12,445 hours of service to the community. 

• MOEC partnering with local wildlife boat tour operator, Captain Barry "Chop" Lege for eco-boat tours and 
business operator Lisa Kayaks to coordinate community kayak tours. 



• Sales in Vanishing Mermaid Gift Shop of MOEC, contributes to close to $150,000 in gross revenues. 

• MOEC spends under $400,000 on its annual budget. 

• MOEC is one of the original members of FPAT- Fort Pierce Authentic Tours an economic development 
initiative for sustainability and capacity- building for the area. 

• MOEC and its volunteers actively participate in a wide range of community events: EARTH Day, RIVER clean­
ups, oyster restoration events, and festivals to promote environmental education. 

Lunch -n- Learn Lectures (12 per 247 250 263 275 295 300 
year) 
Education Program Participants 4500 4895 4900 5658 5000 3800 5500 
(Students & Campers) 
Annual visitors 35,800 32,985 36,500 39,732 36,500 36,300 40,500 

Volunteer hours 10,300 10,485 13,000 10,528 13,000 12,445 13,500 

Manatees Spotted ** 645 ** 407 ** 515 
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ADVICE FROM A MANATEE: 
Breathe deep I Glide through your day 
Have a gentle spirit I Enjoy time alone 

Eat plenty of greens I Keep your whiskers clean 
Live Large! 

©2016 llan Shamir yourtruenature.com. Used by permission. 
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OUR_ HISTOR_Y 
Manatee Observation & Education Center (MOEC) 
opened in 1996 as St. Lucie County's first, not-for­
profit, environmental education center with a grant 
from the Florida Inland Navigational District, Main 
Street Fort Pierce, City of Fort Pierce, Fort Pierce 
Utilities Authority and community donors. 

Situated along the Indian River Lagoon and 
Moore's Creek, a freshwater tributary, MOEC 
provides quality education to more than 35,000 
visitors each year, including 5,000 students. 

As the cornerstone of Fort Pierce's revitalization 
efforts, MOEC contributes to the local economy 
through cultural eco-tourism; attracting visitors 
from all around the world. 

JOIN THE MANATEAM! 
Manatee Observation & Education Center 

480 North Indian River Drive I Fort Pierce, FL 34950 
772.429.8597 

or donate@ManateeEducationCenter.org 
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Memberships, donations sponsorships, grants 
and sales from the Vanishing Mermaid Gift Shop 
further our mission to support: 

• Aquariums, displays & exhibits 

• Education, public programs and lectures 

• Community outreach, taking MOEC on the road 
to area schools and groups 

• Camps, kayaking, and eco-tours 

•Operations to keep MOEC's doors open 


