
RESOLUTION NO. 16-R24

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA, APPROVING THE 
CITY’S PARTICIPATION AS A PARTY TO THE INDIAN 
RIVER LAGOON (IRL) COMPACT; AND PROVIDING FOR 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Indian River Lagoon is a diverse, shallow-water estuary 
stretching across 40 percent of Florida's east coast; and

WHEREAS, the Lagoon is an important commercial and recreational fishery and
economic resource to the state and region estimated to annually create $3.7 billion in
economic value, 15,000 jobs and recreational opportunities for 11 million people; and

WHEREAS, the St. Lucie River is an ecological jewel on Florida's Treasure 
Coast, integral to the environmental and economic well-being of the City, and part of the 
larger Indian River Lagoon system, the most diverse estuarine environment in North 
America with more than 4,000 plant and animal species, including manatees, oysters, 
dolphins, sea turtles and seahorses, an Estuary of National Significance; and

WHEREAS, extensive historical modifications to the St. Lucie River and its
watershed have altered the hydrology of the region and, as a result, heavy rainfall can
bring large influxes of fresh water into the St. Lucie Estuary from storm water runoff
within the basin, Lake Okeechobee releases, or both which affect salinity levels and
water quality in the estuary, causing devastating environmental harm; and

WHEREAS, the Lagoon has become one of the most vulnerable estuaries in 
Florida and, in addition to freshwater discharges, is under duress due to nutrient and 
other pollutants; and

WHEREAS, citizens and organizations throughout the watershed are coming
together in order to restore, protect, enhance, and save the Indian River Lagoon 
system; and

WHEREAS, the City is a member of the Treasure Coast Regional League of 
Cities, a body with a mission to promote communication, cooperative action in meeting 
common needs, and good government on the Treasure Coast among other things; and

WHEREAS, the Treasure Coast Regional League of Cities has entered into an 
Indian River Lagoon Regional Compact with the Space Coast League of Cities in order 
to unite stakeholders, promote collaboration, share a vision and policy, advocate for 
funding and convene a biennial summit, as more particularly set forth in the Indian River 
Lagoon (IRL) Regional Compact, attached as Exhibit "1;" and

WHEREAS, in addition to regional leagues, the Compact invites cities, counties, 
and other organizations to join in their individual capacities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Commission of the City of 
Fort Pierce, Florida, hereby approves the City’s participation as a party to the Indian 
River Lagoon (IRL) Regional Compact. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall become effective upon 
adoption.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Resolution has been duly adopted this 16th day of 
May, 2016.

______________________________
Linda Hudson, Mayor-Commissioner

ATTEST:

______________________________
Linda Cox, City Clerk

(CITY SEAL)

Approved as to form and correctness:

_______________________________
James Messer, Esq.
City Attorney
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Exhibit 1
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