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 (Ord. No. H-186, § 30-62, 6-15-81; Ord. No. I-243, § 1, 10-19-87; Ord. No. L-260, § 1, 6-18-

12)  

Sec. 22-72. - Density bonuses.  

(a) Purpose. To encourage infill and redevelopment in certain areas of the city through density bonus 
provisions in order to maximize existing infrastructure, protect natural resources, lower the cost of 
public services and promote a more sustainable community.  

(b) General requirements.  

(1) Property located within the Coastal High Hazard Area (CHHA), as defined by the adopted City 
of Fort Pierce Comprehensive Plan and the Florida Statutes, is not eligible for density bonus 
provisions;  

(2) A maximum of five (5) dwelling units per acre density bonus is permitted for development 
located within one-fourth (¼) mile radius of a rail station, multimodal transit center or transit 
stop;  

(3) The rail station, multimodal transit center or transit stop must be serviced by the regulating 
transit authority of the particular transportation facility at the time that the density bonus is 
awarded;  

(4) Development is eligible for density bonus provisions if it is located within the one-fourth (¼) mile 
radius by any measure; and  

(5) The director of planning may make the determination that a development is eligible for density 
bonus provisions if it is located outside the one-fourth (¼) mile radius but within an enclave 
surrounded on all sides by several density bonus boundary limits.  

(c) Tiered density bonus provisions.  

(1) Development located within the community redevelopment area (CRA) that is not located within 
the CHHA is eligible for a maximum density bonus of five (5) units-per-acre; and  

(2) Development located outside the CRA boundary and not in an R-1 zoning district shall be 
eligible for a maximum density bonus of three (3) units-per-acre; and  

(3) Development located on property in the R-1 zoning district and that is outside the CRA 
boundary shall be eligible for a maximum density bonus of one unit-per-acre.  

(d) General standards.  

(1) The density bonus is measured from the maximum density permitted on site before the density 
bonus provisions are applied; and  

(2) All development receiving a density bonus shall require site plan approval through the planning 
department.  

(3) Compatibility review. 

a. A determination shall be made as to whether the density bonus provisions will result in a 
significantly greater negative impact on the surrounding property. The determination shall 
be based upon a comparison between the development impacts of the site before 
and after applying the density bonus provisions to the surrounding property and 
shall address:  

1. Whether the increase in density will decrease visual access to the surrounding vista 
by existing development, especially with regard to historic sites, waterfront or open 
space areas by more than twenty-five (25) per cent;  

2. Whether buffer landscaping provides sufficient screening between sites; 
(*scale/height/maturity of landscaping) 
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3. Whether the orientation of buildings, doors or windows allow for sufficient sight-line 
separation between building sites; and  

4. Whether the increase in density will result in the decrease the level of service for 
public facilities (*park/recreation on-site?);  

b. Such negative impacts shall be mitigated as a condition of approval by related 
development standards as required by the director of planning, such as:  

1. Increased building setbacks; 

2. Increased side yard setback; 

3. Increased planting and screening requirements; 

4. Orientation of buildings away from adjacent development; 

5. Location of open space toward surrounding development; and 

6. Any material improvement necessary to maintain the level of service of public 
facilities. 

c. Development requiring mitigation for one or more significant negative impacts will not be 
eligible for the flexible development identified in this section.  

(e) Flexible development standards.  

(1) Administrative relief may be provided by the director of planning with regard to the following:  

a. Setback requirements may be reduced up to the required landscaped area; 

b. Lot size requirements may be reduced up to ten (10) per cent; 

c. Parking requirements may be reduced; and/or 

d. The required twenty-five (25) per cent open space requirement for all development may be 
provided off-site, or may be reduced, if the development is connected by a continuous 
sidewalk to an existing public park that is located within one-fourth (¼) mile of the site.  

(Ord. No. L-263, § 1, 8-20-12) 

DIVISION 2. - LANDSCAPING.  

 

Sec. 22-185. - Scope.  

This division sets out requirements and standards for plant materials, installation, irrigation, design 
and developer responsibilities.  

(Ord. No. K-126, § 4, 1-22-02) 

Sec. 22-186 - Single- and two-family dwelling units.  

Landscaping design standards for single-family and two-family residential structures. These 
standards shall apply to all new single-family and two-family dwelling that have less than four thousand 
(4,000) square feet of interior floor area or the remodeling of existing units with less than four thousand 
(4,000) square feet of interior floor area that require a building permit.  

(1) Residential structures constructed with other than slab on grade foundations shall be provided 
with a continuous skirting of landscaping, in the form of shrubs or hedges, for the entire 
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