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Prior to the construction of the Florida East Coast Railroad in the 1880’s, most commerce and
travel along the east coast of Florida was carried out using the Indian River Lagoon extending
from Titusville to Jupiter. Florida pioneers generally built along the river and its tributaries in what
would be later termed “Florida Wood Vernacular”. Simple, unadorned one & two story structures
were constructed for their residences, workshops and commercial structures. Usually built of local
materials with few “imported” pieces, hand-split wood shake roofs, heart pine framing and wide
overhangs characterized these buildings. As the original wood roof installations began leaking, 5
V-crimp metal roofing was overlaid on the wood shakes around the turn of the twentieth century.
Small paned wood double-hung wood windows locally manufactured in Ft. Pierce by the East
Coast Lumber Co. were available around 1905 and became popular.

Attached to this narrative are drawings & photographs of local & historic state examples of
Florida Wood Vernacular buildings. Most will be familiar with the two 1905 Ft. Pierce structures,
the Smallwood Store is located directly on the Gulf south of Naples and utilizes painted vertical
board & batten siding. While Cross Creek is inland, the homestead buildings illustrate typical
Florida wood vernacular design & detailing. The two prominent waterfront structures at Jupiter &
Sewall’s Point come closest to the proposed design ethic for this project.

Our proposed riverfront marina is planned to evoke these simpler times while providing the
modern conveniences of a laundry, restrooms, ship’s store a dockmasters residence. The two new
structures are placed on either side of the primary dock entrance form a riverfront deck with an
arched entry. Proposed matenals are mill ﬁmsh 5 V-crimp roofs, traditional board & batten 51d1ng
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. * Roofs of the primery stroctr evo typically gabled with & slops betwors 6:12 snd 1212
S « Rooftng macerals coct st of motal, aodug s o ™Y o, sephelc sMmghes of WO, SBAK.

¢ Roof overhangs are typicaily deap, betwaan 24, and heve cxpescd mdier nils.  Faacies 0o the gabled
cods we decper than those cxposed slong the running cove oige.

* Whep stic spaces xre Sesired, ey e veoaed ot the gable cods wadernenth S ridge sadior where the
rafisry meet the wall aloog the running esve edge.

| * Generally, the massing of the Flovids Wood Verascol bome is vertically proportionsd sed 2 slogies.
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» The exicrior Sxishes tro akmost shways borizootsd wood hp-eding The siding shoald hevws betwemn
46" exposed lo the wenther zod is serminsted with vertical comer bossd st buslding odges.

+ Doans xad windows are vernaally propormaned with wooden sccroads xod sl Horgoselly
r proportioncd opesings e made of 3 grogpicg of vartical windows., Wimdows s wesally
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+ Porches sre obligatory and in manry cases wrap mround the fromt facade and cogtinne ot some icogh
. along the side facade. The porch roof is supported by posts wikich we placed 10 creas » vertical o
v #quare opéxing between (e, Porches i this geore are typically qeite decp aod occupy 2 lwrgs

percentage, if not all, of the groend floor devetion. The parch mal mey be of 3 Effexcet sicpe then
that of the primary building however detailing snd overhangs shoold be consiowas

+ The catire Florids Wood Vermacuier bouse $its 00 3 contivoows, typically skizted, basc. The base
actoally concotls & crewl space to sllow for access sod ventilation 1 the uadecside of the bulding.
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Contextual Photos - Adjacent Structures
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Old Railroad Station at St. Lucie County Historical Center
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The Gardner House at St. Lucie County Historical Center



Saint Lucie County

Aquarium
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Smithsonian Marine Ecosystems Exhibit
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St. Lucie County Aquarium



East Property Line of 601 Seaway Drive

East Property Line of 601 Seaway Drive
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Tyson House at Smithsonian Marine Station

Smithsonian Marine Station



Sithsonian Marine Station
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Harbour Isle Condominium West Elevation



Existing Maintenance Building at 601 Seaway Drive — North Elevation

Existing Maintenance Building at 601 Seaway Drive — West Elevation



Existing Maintenance Building at 601 Seaway Drive — East Elevation



Sithsonian Marine Center — West Elevation
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Wastewater Treatment Plant — North Elevation



St. Lucie County Aquarium — East Elevation
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