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Prior to the construction of the Florida East Coast Railroad in the 1880's, most commerce and 
travel along the -east coast of Florida was carried out using the Indian River Lagoon extending 
from Titusville to Jupiter. Florida pioneers generally built along the river and its tributaries in what 
would be later termed "Florida Wood Vernacular": Simple, unadorned one & two story structures 
were constructed for their residences, workshops and commercial structures. Usually built of local 
materials with few "imported" pieces., hand-split wood shake roofs, heart pine framing and wide 
overhangs characterized these buildings. As the original wood roof installations began leaking, 5 
V-crimp metal roofmg was overlaid on the wood shakes around the turn of the twentieth century. 
Small paned wood double-hung wood windows locally manufactured in Ft. Pierce by the East 
Coast Lumber Co. were available around 1905 and became popular. 

Attached to this narrative are drawings & photographs of local & historic state examples of 
Florida Wood Vernacular buildings. Most will be familiar with the two 1905 Ft. Pierce structures, 
the Smallwood Store is located directly on the Gulf south of Naples and utilizes painted vertical 
board & batten siding. While Cross Creek is inland, the homestead buildings illustrate typical 
Florida wood vernacular design & detailing. The two prominent waterfront structures at Jupiter & 
Sewall's Point come closest to the proposed design ethic for this project. . 

Our proposed riverfront marina is planned to evoke these simpler times while providing the 
modem conveniences of a laundry, restrooms, ship' s store a dockmasters residence. The two new 
structures are placed on either side of the primary dock entrance form a riverfront deck with an 
arched entry. Proposed materials are mill fmish 5 V-crimp roofs, traditional board & batten siding 
and simple lar window & door trim. Pressure treated wood decking & railings will 
compl t 11 materials will be saltwater non-corrosive. Siding, windows, doors & 
trim paih a 1 e part color scheme with a muted base color, door & trim accents. 
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Wastewater Treatment Plant - North Elevation  

 
Seaway Drive Bridge 



 
Old Railroad Station at St. Lucie County Historical Center 

 
The Gardner House at St. Lucie County Historical Center 



 
St. Lucie County Aquarium 

 
St. Lucie County Aquarium 



 
East Property Line of 601 Seaway Drive 

 
East Property Line of 601 Seaway Drive 
 



 
Tyson House at Smithsonian Marine Station 

 
Smithsonian Marine Station  



 
Smithsonian Marine Station  

 
Harbour Isle Condominium West Elevation 



 
Existing Maintenance Building at 601 Seaway Drive – North Elevation

 
Existing Maintenance Building at 601 Seaway Drive – West Elevation  



 
Existing Maintenance Building at 601 Seaway Drive – South Elevation 

 
Existing Maintenance Building at 601 Seaway Drive – East Elevation  



 
Smithsonian Marine Center – West Elevation 

 
Harbour Isle Condominium – West Elevation 



 
Wastewater Treatment Plant – North Elevation 

  
Wastewater Treatment Plant – North Elevation 



 
St. Lucie County Historical Center – South Elevation 

 
St. Lucie County Aquarium – East Elevation 
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