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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

'Food For Fines': In Some Cities, Parking Tickets
Drive Holiday Giving
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Afew cities around the country are letting drivers cover part or all of their parking fines with food donations.
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Parking fines aren't usually the stuff of holiday cheer. But a few cities around the
country are turning them into an opportunity to promote giving, letting drivers cover

part or all of their fines with food donations.



" Lexington, Ky., first adopted the program, called Food for Fines, during the 2014
holiday season. There, 10 cans will knock $15 off a person's parking ticket. Last year,

the program took in more than 6,000 cans of donated food that went to a local food

bank, and it's on track to beat that haul this season, according Gary Means, the

executive director of the Lexington Parking Authority.

Means says his city got the idea from programs at universities that let people pay for
parking fees with food donations. Means says he's also heard of a donation program in

Boston that let people donate toys during the holiday season to cover tickets.

"It's pretty rare," Means says. "As most people know, there's a lot of red tape with
governmental entities. So to be able to take so-called donations as a payment is kind of

a challenge."
It's a challenge other municipalities are also taking on.

From late September through the end of this November, Albany, N.Y., offered an
amnesty program — waiving parking ticket late fees and strongly encouraging food
donations. Albany Treasurer Darius Shahinfar says the city took in a ton-and-a-half of
food — enough for 5,000 meals. But to do that, Shahinfar says the city had to navigate

some legal issues.

"It could be considered an unconstitutional gift that you're basically waiving late fees
for someone who brings in a parking ticket, but gives a can of food. And there's an

argument for that under New York State constitutional law," Shahinfar says.

Shahinfar says the city worked around that by waiving late fees for everyone,
regardless of whether they donated food. And he says that helped with other

questions, like how to ensure someone paying online had actually donated.

In the end, he says the city of Albany took in more money than it otherwise would have
by attracting people who likely wouldn't have paid their tickets without the amnesty
for late fees — which can be substantial. In Albany, N.Y., for example, the standard
fine for an expired meter is $25. The state tacks on a $15 surcharge. If a person is late

paying, they'd get charged another $25, for a total of $65. Albany's Food for Fines



