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CITY OF FORT PIERCE
AMENDMENT TO

CHAPTER 22 - ZONING
The City Commission of the City of Fort Pierce,
Florida, pursuant to Florida Statute 166.041 and
City Code Section 22-143, proposes to pass the
following ordinance entitled:

ORDINANCE NO. 18-024 - AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA CH. 22, ART.
III, §22-22(e), TO ADD AMUSEMENT ARCADE AS
AN ELIGIBLE CONDITIONAL USE UNDER THE
C-3, GENERAL COMMERCIAL ZONING DISTRICT;
PROVIDING FOR A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE;
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS
THEREOF IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

Theproposedordinance amendsCityCode22-22(e),
specifically with-in the C-3, General Commercial
zoning district to fulfill the intent of Ordinance L-217
identifying Amusement Arcade as a Conditional Use
in the C3, General Commercial zoning district.

The City Commission will hold two PUBLIC
HEARINGS on the proposed Ordinance at their
meetings on Monday, July 2, 2018 and on Monday,
July 16, 2018, which begin at 6:30 p.m. in the City
Hall Commission Chambers, 100 North U.S. #1, Fort
Pierce, Florida.

All interested parties may appear at the meeting and
be heard with respect to the proposed ordinance.
Said proposed ordinance will be available for
inspection in the City Clerk’s Office, City Hall, 100
North U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, Florida.

Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, the
City hereby advises you that if you or another person
decide to appeal any decision made by the City
Commission with respect to any matter considered
at its meeting or hearing, that you or said person will
need a record of the proceedings, and that for such
purpose, affected persons may need to insure that a
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which
record includes the testimony and evidence upon
which the appeal is to be based.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act and Section 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons
with disabilities needing special accommodation to
participate in this meeting should contact the City
Clerk’s Office at (772) 467-3065 at least 48 hours
prior to the meeting.

/s/ Linda W. Cox,
City Clerk

Publish: 06-17-2018 and 07-01-2018
June 17 & July 1, 2018 TCN-2043323

The Fort Pierce

Redevelopment Agency

will hold a meeting at
5:30 PM on Monday,
July 16, 2018

in the Fort Pierce City Hall,
Commission ChambeCommission Chambers,
100 North US Highway 1,

Fort Pierce.

This meeting is open to the public.

metal bit in their mouth can break their jaw, tear part
of their cheek o�, cut the tongue severely,” Gimenez
wrote in an email to TCPalm. “I am shocked that any
horseman would think that is a smart thing to do. In
my opinion, it is still the lazy person’s way of not hav-
ing to transport the saddles to the location and tack
up.”

Transporting fully tacked horses — meaning wear-
ing their saddles, hanging stirrups, bits and bridles —
is common in the West and among police who must
deploy quickly, said Gimenez, a decorated Army and
law enforcement veteran and current �re�ghter. But
it’s best to avoid it because horses can injure them-
selves on the equipment, including su�ering back in-
juries from turning in a narrow space, she said.

Hayes said “everybody has their own opinion” on
the dangers of taking such shortcuts.

“I’ve hauled horses for 40 years saddled up. It de-
pends on the distance, and I’m just going 15 miles
across town,” Hayes said. “I haven’t had the �rst acci-
dent with any of them due to being saddled.”

No public records exist to verify his claim, but Tours
on Horseback has been “very good partners” with the
county, Gill said — informally since 1994 and formally
since Hayes was the sole bidder on the premier con-
tract in 2015.

County contract

St. Lucie County makes about $7,000 a year o�
Tours on Horseback’s business.

The contract, which expires July 2019, requires the
company to pay the county 20 percent of its gross re-
ceipts, which totaled $21,520 for 2015, 2016 and 2017.

Hayes charges $45 for a one-hour round-trip ride on
the 3.2-mile stretch from Frederick Douglass to Middle
Cove. His contract also allows for tours at other county
preserves, including, but not limited to, Teague, Pine-
land, Blue�eld Ranch and Paleo Hammock.

The company “usually” provides six, but no more
than eight, horses with at least 10 years of trail-riding
experience, according to a business management plan
included in the contract.

“They do bring ‘new’ horses with them to the beach
for their sta� to work with them to get them used to
water,” Gill told TCPalm when asked why 11 horses
were in the trailer the day Smokey died. “But they
aren’t used by guests/customers — only their sta�.”

The company is among the many private business-
es and tourist attractions listed on the St. Lucie County
tourism website and featured in its marketing
materials.

The county in 2017 spent $300 on 2,500 rack cards
to promote beach horseback riding, which were given
to Tours on Horseback to distribute in county facili-
ties, Gill said.

No charges

Fort Pierce Animal Control, the only agency that in-
vestigated, found no violations of the city ordinance,
which makes it illegal for anyone to “abandon, beat,
treat with cruelty, overwork or otherwise abuse any
animal,” said Code Compliance Manager Peggy Arraiz.

“We did not cite the owner because the event that
happened was considered an unfortunate but tragic
accident,” she said. “The horse was in good condition
and �ne health until the accident happened.”

The county did not investigate because the incident
occurred in the city limits, Gill said.

Police did not ticket Baumker, 35, of Fort Pierce,
who had a valid driver license and was not found to
have broken any laws, police spokeswoman Audria
Wells said. He also wasn’t required to have a commer-
cial driver license.

Smokey, a white male thoroughbred valued at
$5,000, was dead when o�cers arrived at the scene,
according to a Fort Pierce police report.

No state agencies regulate horse trailers or require
their inspection, according to the Florida Highway Pa-
trol and state departments of Transportation; Agricul-
ture and Consumer Services; Business and Profes-
sional Regulation; and Division of Highways and Mo-
tor Vehicles.

Without regulations, horse owners should be more
— not less — vigilant about their responsibility to ani-
mals that are “domesticated and trained to do our bid-
ding,” Gimenez said.

“It is incumbent upon you — the driver, the owner,
the person responsible for the maintenance of the
trailer and its safety — to take it seriously and prevent
these tragic situations,” she said. “You had one job
(from the perspective of Smokey the horse) and it was
to keep me safe. You failed. That job was easily done if
you had just taken the time and e�ort and money to
check.”
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