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Is 5G cellphone service the next cancer scare?

| Columnist

The next generation
of cellphone service is
just over the horizon.
5G — or fifth generation
— promises to be able to
connect 100 times as
many devices at 100
times faster speeds and
usher in an era of new
capabilities that were,
until recently, science
fiction.

So,
like?

Well, what if 5G was
hazardous to your
health, as a growing
group of alarmed citi-
zens and scientists be-
lieve?

And what if the new
transmission towers
that will deliver such
amazing inter-connec-
tivity will be smaller
and unobtrusively lo-
cated on light poles and
condo rooftops, in
streets and neighbor-
hoods — physically
closer to humans?

Stephanie Austin
from Vero Beach and
Shari Anker of Port St.
Lucie are both con-
cerned about the prolif-
eration of radiation-
causing devices, for dif-
ferent reasons.

Austin admits she is
no scientist. She has a
fine arts degree and was
an interior designer un-
til retirement. Her in-
terest in the dangers of
cellphone radiation has
intensified over the last
seven years, she said.
Austin is a member of
the Electromagnetic
Radiation = Awareness
Group, made up of more
than 20 professionals
in four counties from
Palm Beach to Vero
Beach.

Anker, who is presi-
dent of the St. Lucie
County Conservation
Alliance, discovered
she is especially sensi-
tive to radiation.

“I'm disabled,” Anker
said. “While working on
my PhD in environmen-
tal sciences, I was diag-
nosed with a severely
under-active immune
system” as a result of
working in a mold-in-
fested building. Anker
said she is more sus-
ceptible to chemicals,
particularly pesticides,
exposure to which can
land her in hospital.

Anker later discov-
ered she also is electro-
magnetic sensitive. She
suffered from tremors
when the city of Port St.
Lucie installed radio-
read water meters a few
years ago. She refused
to have an Florida Pow-
er & Light “smart me-
ter” on her property.
Wifi “hot spots” cause
her excruciating head-
aches.

Anker is concerned
5G availability could
make life even more un-
bearable.

“5G is personally
threateningtome.Itisa
human rights issue that
threatens to deprive me
of my civil rights,” she
said.

Yet, as Anker fully
realizes, “there’s a re-
luctance — even among
environmentalists — to
talk (badly) about a
technology we love.”

Part of the problem is
the sway the telecom-
munications industry
and its lobbyists have
over lawmakers.

Anker and Austin
point to Florida’s Ad-
vanced Wireless Infra-
structure Deployment
Act of 2017, which was
rushed through the
state legislature at,
well, 5G speed, despite
reservations from doz-
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ens of counties and mu-
nicipalities.

The act restricts local
governments’ ability to
refuse “small cell” 5G
transmitters (some as
small as a pizza box) lo-
cated on poles in rights
of way.

The Federal Commu-
nications Commission
seems to view the rapid
roll-out of 5G as a na-
tional imperative that
will ensure America’s
continued technologi-
cal dominance. FCC
Chairman Ajit Pai im-
plied in a June 2018 an-
nouncement that slow-
ing the advance of 5G is
akin to being unpatriot-
ic. The FCC only last
week banned, among

other examples, 44
Florida municipalities’
moratoriums on 5G
projects.

Yet a growing num-
ber of scientists have
strong views about the
technology. In 2017, ac-
cording to the Environ-
mental Health Trust,
more than 180 scien-
tists and doctors called
for a moratorium on the
increased use of 5G cell
antennas. They cited
human health effects
and the impact on wild-
life.

An International
EMF Scientist Appeal
signed by more than
225 scientists from 41
nations urged the Unit-
ed Nations to develop
more protective policy
and guidelines.

And yet, the U.S. Na-
tional Cancer Institute

A 5G wireless network cell

continues to refute
such objections. Thein-
stitute acknowledges
cellphones emit non-
ionizing radiation, but
maintains that form
has never been proven
to cause cancer or dam-
age to DNA.

Gary Larson, a radia-
tion oncologist quoted
by Forbes.com, is ada-
mant that “I have treat-
ed patients with cancer
for over 30 years. ... I'll
tell you with absolute
certainty that radio
waves cannot harm you
... there is no credible
evidence that non-ion-
izing radiation (as emit-
ted by cellphones) has
any adverse effects at
all”

The jury, of course, is

A
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still out. Any adverse
effects might take a
generation to appear.
Anker suggested that
Big Wireless might be
the 21st century version
of Big Tobacco, reassur-
ing us their products
are perfectly safe.
Austin wants a mo-
ratorium on 5G.

“Slow down and
study it more,” she
counsels.

Sounds like sensible
advice.

Anthony Westburyisa
columnist for TCPalm.
This column reflects his
opinion. Contact him at
772-221-4220, antho-
ny.westbu-
ry@tcpalm.com, or fol-
low him @TCPalmWest-
bury on Twitter.
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Our seminars are

seminars

* Presented by
Experienced and
Knowledgeable
Professionals in a

information
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DIFFERENT because:
e They are NOT sales

¢ They are for educational
purposes only and no
plan-specific benefits or
details are discussed

relaxed atmosphere with
unbiased and valuable

Morningside Branch Library
(2410 SE Morningside Blvd,
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952)
Sept 5, 10:30a-11:30a

EDUCATIONAL

Seminar of Treasure Coast

Our Medicare Educational Seminars have helped hundreds of people
turning 65 and over to get knowledge and confidence necessary

to choose a Medicare option.This FREE seminar will educate you on
available plans in our area and teach you to understand the differences
between Medicare Part A & B, Medicare Supplement plans,
Medicare Advantage plans, Prescription Drug Plans - Part D, and

Here is what people who have
attended our seminars said:

Beach)

e Thank you for an excellent,
very patient and professional
presentation. (G. S. from
Port St. Lucie)

e Excellent! The presenter has

a lot of knowledge. I’'m very

happy that | came. (. S. from
Fort Pierce)

Upcoming Seminars

NEXUS at Stuart
(850 NW Federal Hwy,
Stuart, FL 34994)
Aug 14, 6p-7p
Sept 27, 6p-7p

Seats are limited! Please register at
www.medicareseminartc.com or call at 1-877-407-4114

Medicare Seminar of Treasure Coast is not connected with or endorsed by the
United States government or Federal Medicare program.

e Good seminar - very
informative. (Joe S. from
Hobe Sound)

¢ Great information — Thank you!
(Jennifer F. from Stuart)

e Wonderful seminar. Very
informative, answered all my
questions. (Pat D. from Jensen

Port St Lucie Community Center
(2195 SE Airoso Blvd,
Port St. Lucie, FL 34984)
Aug 28,
Sept 25, 6p-7p

Blake Library
(2351 SE Monterey Rd,
Stuart, FL 34996)
Sept 10, 10:30a-11:30a

10:30a-11:30a

Call Goodtime Getaways at 888-569-6068
or register online at www.goodtimegetaways.com
Motor Coach Getaways!
Biloxi at the Beau Rivage: pp/dbl. Occp.  $259
$75 Free Play, Motor Coach

10127111 Autumn in the Smokies
3 Shows, Sea Island, Savannah, 8 Meals
$893 pp/dbl | $1159 Single

Branson! Memphis & Callaway Gardens
8 Top Shows, 14 Meals, Luxury Motor Coach
$1399 pp/dbl | $1799 Single

=

10/8-11

11/2-20

1/21-24 Key West, Dolphin Research Ctr.
$1055 pp/dbl | $1355 Single

10/27  Mount Dora Craft Festival $47
9/12 Festival Flea Market $39
9/20 Gulfstream Racing & Casino $35
10/10  Havana Musical & Lunch $133
11 Ybor City, Columbia Restrnt, Water Taxi $189
1116  “Wonderettes” Musical & Lunch $102
11/27  Gaylord “Ice,” Cirque Dreams, Lunch $113

MAGIC CARPET CASINO SPECIALS
EVERY TUESDAY & THURSDAY

Im Celebrating 20 Years Of Goodtimes ln 2017

Isle of Capri | $20 Slot Play & $4 Food | $33
Coconut Creek Casino | $20 Slot Play | $35
5 9/20 GULFSTREAM RACING & CASINO | $35

$10 Slots /$5 Food/ Live Racing

Call Magic Carpet Ride at 866-562-4424
or register online: www.magiccarpetride.travel

GO __DTIMEGETAWAYS

Jain

CITY OF FORT PIERCE
NOTICE OF PROPOSED
ORDINANCE

The City Commission of the City of Fort Pierce, Florida, pursuant
to Chapter 171 of Florida State Statutes, and of the Code of
Ordinances of the City of Fort Pierce, will on Monday, August
20, 2018, and Tuesday, September 4, 2018 hold Public Hearings
on the enactment of the following proposed annexation ordinance
on first and second readings, respectively, in the City Hall
Commission Chambers, 100 North U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, Florida,
at their meeting which begins at 6:30 p.m.; said ordinance entitled:

ORDINANCE 18-028 AN ORDINANCE EXTENDING
THE TERRITORIAL LIMITS OF THE CITY OF FORT
PIERCE, FLORIDA, TO INCLUDE 3030 SOUTH 25TH
STREET IN FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA AND SHOWN
ON EXHIBIT A; DIRECTING THE ST. LUCIE COUNTY
PROPERTY APPRAISER TO ASSESS SAID PROPERTY
AND PLACE IT ON THE CITY TAX ROLLS AS OF
JANUARY 1, 2019; DIRECTING THE ST. LUCIE COUNTY
TAX COLLECTOR TO COLLECT TAXES ON THE
HEREIN DESCRIBED PROPERTY; ESTABLISHING THE
ZONING DESIGNATION; ESTABLISHING THE LAND
USE DESIGNATION; DIRECTING FILING OF THE
ORDINANCE WITH THE CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT AND CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER OF
ST. LUCIE COUNTY; DIRECTING REVISION OF THE
CHARTER BOUNDARY ARTICLE TO BE FILED WITH
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND SUBMITTED TO
THE OFFICE OF ECONOMIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC
RESEARCH; PROVIDING FOR A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE;
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS THEREOF
IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

D City of Fort Pierce Parcels

- 5t, Lucie County Parcels

All interested parties may appear at the meeting and be heard with
respect to the annexation. Said Ordinance will be available for
inspection in the City Clerk's Office, City Hall, 100 North U.S. #1,
Fort Pierce, Florida.

ANY PERSON SEEKING TO APPEAL THE DECISION
OF THE CITY COMMISSION AS TO THE FOREGOING
IS ADVISED THAT A RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS IS
REQUIRED IN ANY SUCH APPEAL AND THAT SUCH
PERSON MAY NEED TO INSURE THAT A VERBATIM
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS IS MADE INCLUDING
THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON WHICH THE
APPEAL IS TO BE BASED.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and
Section 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons with disabilities needing
special accommodation to participate in this meeting should
contact the City Clerk’s Office at (772) 467-3065 at least 48 hours
prior to the meeting.

/s/ Linda W. Cox, City Clerk
Publish: 8/5/2018 and 8/12/18
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