
   

 

SEPTEMBER  24/2018 

Owner 

City of Fort Pierce 

 

Historic Status 

The subject side is  a noncontrib-
uting  site located in the Downtown 
Historic District. 

Requested Action 
 

Consideration of an approval 
for the construction of  a  new 
restaurant. 

Recommendation 

Approval  

Staff 
 
 
Maria Lewicka, AICP 
Historic Preservation Planner 
 

H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R V A T I O N  B O A R D  :  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G  

Subject Site 

 

H i s t o r y  

The Downtown Historic District was designated in 

2002.  It is significant for its association with the 

commercial, political, and social history of Fort 

Pierce from its establishment in 1882 through the 

late 1950s. It is also significant for its architecture, 

icontaining historic resources in the Mediterranean 

Revival, Mission, Art Moderne, Bungalow, Classical 

Revival, Colonial Revival, Frame Vernacular and 

Masonry Vernacular styles.  

 

E x i s t i n g  C o n d i t i o n s  

The 0.225 acre subject site is  located In the Down-

town Historic District on the north side of Avenue 

A and is incorporated into the City of Fort Pierce  

Marina. The site is currently  occupied by The Origi-

nal Tiki Bar & Restaurant built in 1990 and com-

monly known for tropical fare and atmosphere. 

COA 18-71 

Location 
5 Avenue A (Marina Way) 

Non-Contributing Contributing 

Parcel 

2410-503-0041-030-7 

Applicant 

Beachside Hospitality Group 
Greg Powers CEO 
 

Representative 

Architectonic Inc., Mike Seal 

Subject 

Site 
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The Original Tiki Bar & Restaurant  



 3 

 

A p p l i c a n t  R e q u e s t  &  S t a t e m e n t  

The applicant is requesting consideration of approval for the demolition of an existing restaurant, The 

Original Tiki Bar & Restaurant and construction of a new 199 seat, 7,035 sq. ft. restaurant, Crabby’s 

Dockside. 

The proposed 2-story building is designed to seamlessly fit into the existing fabric of downtown Ft Pierce.  

The design features a metal roof, lap siding with accented trim around windows and doors and corners 

of the building. These features complement the character of the neighboring buildings in the vicinity of 

the project. Stainless steel cable railing systems on the building also complement the existing railing sys-

tem in the marina, which suggests the proposed building has been a part of the area for an extended pe-

riod of time. 

The proposed building’s color palette has been chosen to be of neutral colors which will balance the 

overall aesthetic of the adjacent buildings’ colors.  

At night the restaurant building will be  illuminated by colored LED lights. The colors of the lights will cor-

respond with current holidays and events.  Examples of illumination are  shown below. 

Examples of  

the building  

Illumination 
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Aerial View of the Subject Site   

Subject Site 

City Marina 

City Marina 

Avenue A/Marina Way 

Street View of the Site  
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Proposed Floor Plans 
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Views of the Proposed Building  
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Criteria for Demolition (23-49):  528 N 12th St. 

 

Staff Analysis Criteria for 

demolition 

met? 

A. Is the structure of such interest or quality 

that it would reasonably meet national, state, 

or local criteria for designation as a significant 

historic or architectural site or structure? 

The structure does not meet national state or local criteria for designa-

tion as a significant historic or architectural site or structure. 

Yes 

B. Is the structure of such design, craftsmanship 

or material that it could be reproduced only 

with great difficulty or expense? 

 

There is no significant design or craftsmanship present. Yes 

C. Is the structure one of the last remaining 

examples of its kind in the city, county or re-

gion? 

 

The structure has no historical or architectural significance.  

 

Yes 

D. Does the structure contribute significantly to 

the historic character of a designated historic 

district? 

 

The existing Tiki Bar contribute to social and cultural character of 

Downtown District but does not contribute significantly to its historic 

character. 

Yes 

E. Would retention of the structure promote the 

general welfare of the city by providing an op-

portunity for study of local history, architecture 

and design or by developing an understanding of 

the importance and value of a particular culture 

and heritage? 

 

The structure does not have architectural, historical or cultural value. Yes 

F. Are there definite plans for re-use of the 

property if the proposed demolition is carried 

out, and what will be the effect of those plans 

on the character of the surrounding area? 

After the demolition, a new restaurant—Crabby’s Dockside will be con-

structed. 

Yes 

S T A F F   

R E C O M M E N -

D A T I O N  

Given the application 

meets all criteria for demo-

lition of a structure within 

a designated historic dis-

trict the staff recommen-

dation is to approve the 

demolition request. 
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Secretary of Interior Standards for Consideration 
 

9)  New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy  historic materials that 

 characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible 

 with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property 

 and its environment. 
 

10)  New additions and adjacent or related new constructions will be undertaken in a such a manner that, if 
 removed in the future, the essential form and integrity  of the historic property and its environment 
 would be unimpaired.  
 

Staff Analysis and Recommendation  
 

One of the goals of historic preservation is to create new buildings designed in harmony with both adjacent con-

tributing structures as well as the close surroundings and the overall downtown development patterns. 
 

The proposed building is located at a prominent and unique  downtown location on the water front and in the 

center of the city marina. The design scheme of the proposed restaurant building is compatible with the archi-

tectural style of downtown buildings in massing, size, scale, and color scheme.  It also doesn’t overshadow the 

neighboring building. The appearance of the structure doesn’t seem to be intrusive or dramatically interfering 

with the marina settings and scenic beauty.   

The only think which can be point out is  using misplaced elements in the design of the building,  like for exam-

ple shutters  where  there is no windows. Although they break the monotony of the façade they  also cause the 

architecture to miss its authenticity. 
 

And the only think which is gone and maybe missed by frequent customers of The Tiki Bar is tropical fare and 

atmosphere. 
 

The overall proposal and design are consistent with the Secretary of Interior Standard 9 and 10.  Staff recom-

mends that the Historic Preservation Board approve the request  as  submitted. 


