Conference Agenda:

‘ A Discussion of the
Supermajority Vote of Approval



Purpose of the Supermajority Vote

A supermajority is a requirement for a proposal to gain a
specified level of support which is greater than the
threshold of more than one-half used for majority.

Parliamentary procedure requires that any action of a
deliberative assembly that may alter the rights of a
minority have a supermajority requirement.
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Pros and Cons
of the Supermajority Vote

e Supermajorities are intended to prevent a "tyranny
PROS of the majority," and encourage deliberation and

compromise as proponents attempt to gather
enough votes to reach a supermajority.

* In the legislature, supermajorities are required for
constitutional amendments because of the belief
that constitutions should not be amended without
careful deliberation.

Supermajorities can make it more difficult to reach

CO N S : . a decision.

e Supermajorities can make it harder to achieve well
intended positive change.




