
           

C I T Y  O F  F O R T  P I E R C E
 

POLICE COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

 
Regular Meeting - Thursday, April 11, 2019 - 3:30 p.m.
Fort Pierce City Hall, 2nd Floor Conference Room, 100 N US Highway 1, Fort Pierce, FL
 
           

1. CALL TO ORDER   

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   

 

3. ROLL CALL   

 

4. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
Any person who wishes to comment on any subject on this Agenda may be heard at
this time. Please sign the sign-up sheet in order to speak.  Please limit your
comments to no more than three (3) minutes, as this section of the Agenda is limited
to thirty minutes.  The Police Community Advisory Board will not be able to take any
official action under “Comments from the Public” section.

  

 

5. OLD BUSINESS   

 

A. None.
 

6. NEW BUSINESS   

 

A. Approval of minutes from the March 13, 2019 meeting.
 

B. Presentation from the City’s Legal Staff on the Sunshine Law.
 

C. Review of the Resolution and guidelines for the Committee.
 

D. Discussion of April 22, 2019 Commission Workshop.
 

E. Discussion and review of received correspondence.
 

7. STAFF COMMENTS   

 

8. COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS   

 

9. ADJOURNMENT   
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In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 286.26, Florida Statutes,
persons with disabilities needing special accommodation to participate in this meeting should
contact the City Clerk’s Office at (772) 467-3065 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
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CITY OF FORT PIERCE 

POLICE COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

MINUTES 

Meeting – Thursday, March 14, 2019 

City Hall - Second Floor Conference Room, 100 North U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, Florida 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 

3. ROLL CALL    
a. Present:  Henry Duhart, Charles Hayek; Pinkie Hendley; Melvin Jones; James 

Edwards 
b. Staff Present: Chief of Police Diane Hobley-Burney. Sergeant Jason Braun 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

a. No previous minutes. 
 

5. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
a. There were no comments from the public. 

   
6. OLD BUSINESS 

a. None 
    

7. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Discussion and selection of committee chairperson. 

i. Motion was made by Pinkie Hendley, seconded by Henry Duhart to 
appoint Charles Hayek as the Committee Chairperson.   

Aye:  Henry Duhart, Charles Hayek; Pinkie Hendley; Melvin 
Jones; James Edwards 
Passed 
 

b. Discussion and selection of committee vice-chairperson. 
i. Motion was made by Charles Hayek, seconded by James Edwards to 

appoint Pinkie Hendley as the Committee Vice-Chairperson.   
Aye:  Henry Duhart, Charles Hayek; Pinkie Hendley; Melvin 
Jones; James Edwards 
Passed 
 

c. Discussion and selection of meeting dates. 
i. Motion was made by Henry Duhart, seconded by Charles Hayek to set 

committee meetings for the second Thursday of every month at 4:30 PM.  
Aye:  Henry Duhart, Charles Hayek; Pinkie Hendley; Melvin 
Jones; James Edwards 
Passed 



 
    

8. STAFF COMMENTS 
 

9. COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS  
   

10. ADJOURNMENT 
a. 5:05 PM.   
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Jason Braun

From: Diane Hobley-Burney
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2019 8:07 PM
To: Jason Braun; Gary Eason; Audria Wells; Kenny Norris; Robert Ridle; Rose Savage
Subject: FW: Follow Up

FYI 
 
From: Victor Wilcox [mailto:wilcoxvictor275@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, March 7, 2019 8:13 PM 
To: Reggie Sessions <in2lawfl@aol.com>; Rufus J. Alexander, III <ralexander@city-ftpierce.com>; Rick Reed 
<rbr0969@icloud.com>; Nicholas Mimms <nmimms@city-ftpierce.com>; Diane Hobley-Burney <dhobley-
burney@fppd.org>; Jeremiah Johnson <jjohnson@city-ftpierce.com>; Linda Hudson <lhudson@city-ftpierce.com> 
Cc: Keona Gardner <Keona.Gardner@tcpalm.com>; anthony.westbury@tcpalm.com 
Subject: Follow Up 
 
  Good evening Leaders, 
 
I am writing to find out as to when the workshop meeting is scheduled. I need time and location of the 
meeting. Also as a citizen of this city, I would like to participate and give input as well. Any meeting 
and decisions that is going to have a direct impact on my life as well as the lives of the people in my 
community, I definitely want to be part of the solution. 
 
As far as the recent city commissioner meeting, Betty Bradwell, Pinkey Hendley, Annette Brown, 
Henry Duhart, nor Melvin Jones does not speak for the entire community. They have done nothing 
but served the Chief of Police purpose. If this statement is incorrect, they would've shown up to last 
month's meeting and taken a stance against all the crimes and murders in the Northwest section. Last 
month's minutes speaks for itself. 
 
It has become repetitive for them to show up only when summoned by the chief of police. If the Chief 
of Police was secure and competent in her leadership abilities, she wouldn't need to bring an entire 
staff of officers and select citizens from the community to speak on her behalf. I admit that it was quite 
the dog and pony show, and the best one since she's been hired. Speaking of hiring, please be 
honest with this Chief and tell her that the only reason she was hired and still maintains her position is 
due to her race and sex. 
 
I'm going to take this time and address the Mayor's comments about the cause of the crime in the 
predominantly black community. First of all, the comments were not only unbecoming of an elected 
official, but racist and degrading. The Mayor's comments reflects both how she feels about minorities 
as a whole and her lack of care and support for the community that has supported her over the years. 
I had a great deal of respect for the Mayor, until I heard the racist comments that were made in 
regards to myself and the people in my community. 
 
It is the duty of law enforcement to ensure the safety of all citizens in this city. With the increase of 
crime and unanswered murders in my community, it is the fault of the chief of police and staff. 
Responsibility is also on the elected and appointed officials as well, especially when divided and not 
effectively addressing the issue. If crime was due to a lack of parenting, then your city manager 
whose son is involved in the street crime, as well as the chief of police, are unfit parents. I'm waiting 
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for either of the two to retaliate against me in any way for this statement. I am different from Rick 
Reed when it comes to harassment or someone retaliating against me. I will not hide nor be afraid of 
anyone. For the mayor to state that it's a lack of parenting is like blaming the parents for their child 
being addicted to drugs. A parent can raise their children in the ways that are morally correct, but 
once that child reaches adulthood or age of accountability, it's then on that child to utilize the morals 
and wisdom that has been instilled in them. 
 
The true reason of crime and poverty in the northwest section is willful neglect by this good ol boy 
local government. Commissioner Sessions is not dividing the community by advocating and 
demanding results. That's his job as an elected official. It's this racist local government that is the 
blame for the state of the northwest section. The chief attempted to deflect attention from the real 
issue by staging a perception of an attack by Commissioner Sessions on the police officers. She also 
failed to take a stance on the shootings as well. The chief talked about everything else but the 
shootings and bank robberies as if nothing occurred.  
 
To be honest, instead of a budget workshop, there need to be an emergency meeting about this 
unresolved murders and assault weapons that are on our street. If the shootings that occurred in the 
northwest section, occurred across the bridge, a meeting would have been called that same day, and 
more than likely suspects would have been apprehended even if it was a mistaken identity. 
 
I have questions that I demand answers. 1. If our officers are under paid, stop the chief from giving 
generous donations to the church of her friend Pastor Pinkey Hendley. What kind of pastor takes 
bribes from the chief of police? 2. Allegany gave millions of dollars to this city form jobs and crime 
prevention and to create jobs in my community. Make the City Manager account for the funds that 
were spent because there's no revitalization in the community, only in the bank account of his relative 
Coletta who seems to benefit from him being the city manager. This is a clear violation of the anti 
nepotism law. 3. Why is commissioner Johnson more concerned about what Rick Reed posts on his 
sign at his private establishment more than the addressing the crimes and providing a positive 
solution for the northwest section? Since commissioner Johnson has an issue with Rick Reed's 
business signs and expressed it publicly during a meeting, I expect him to have an issue with blacks 
being harassed at the beach, as well as his race flying confederate flags. If you're going to blow the 
whistle, do on both ends of the court. Matter of fact Commissioner Johnson, publicly rebuke the racist 
comments made by the Mayor, if you are a true and devout man of God. 4. Why does the northwest 
section has the most crime, poverty, lacking jobs and businesses, and worst streets in this city? 5. 
Why is the commission racially divided? 6. Why is there a lack of black appointees on the boards, and 
relatives serving on them?  
 
 
Each of you is my elected and appointed officials, and I would like a prompt response in writing, the 
same as I have addressed my concerns to you. For the record, please send your prompt response to 
wilcoxvictor275@yahoo.com. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Mario-Victorez Wilcox 
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Jason Braun

From: Diane Hobley-Burney
Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2019 8:00 AM
To: James Gagliano; Jason Braun; Kenny Norris; Robert Ridle; Rose Savage
Subject: FW: Shot Spotters

 
 
From: Victor Wilcox [mailto:wilcoxvictor275@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, April 2, 2019 9:40 PM 
To: Reggie Sessions <in2lawfl@aol.com>; Rufus J. Alexander, III <ralexander@city-ftpierce.com>; Rick Reed 
<rbr0969@icloud.com>; Jeremiah Johnson <jjohnson@city-ftpierce.com>; Nicholas Mimms <nmimms@city-
ftpierce.com>; Diane Hobley-Burney <dhobley-burney@fppd.org>; Linda Hudson <lhudson@city-ftpierce.com>; Thomas 
K. Perona <tperona@city-ftpierce.com> 
Cc: Keona Gardner <Keona.Gardner@tcpalm.com>; anthony.westbury@tcpalm.com; Fred Bell <fbell89@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Shot Spotters 
 
Good evening leaders and Activists, 
I am writing to petition your support as elected officials to get Shot Spotters for our community. I just 
learned of a event involving gun violence in the Port St Lucie community. 
 
When I spoke before you and suggested getting shot spotters to combat this spree of gun violence, I 
also stated that it would occur in other communities as well. I remember Chief Hobley Burney stating 
that the community are the shot spotters. Well I disagree with her statement. Reason 1. It is the job of 
the police officer  when responding to an incident involving gun fire to get out of the car and search 
the area for bullet fragments. The fragments or shell casings can have tests ran for matching 
fingerprints that can possibly identify a suspect. Again, it starts with the officer and not the community. 
Reason 2. There's no relationship with the community and law enforcement. A relationship with 
Pinkey Hendley, Betty Bradwell, Annette Brown, does not constitute a relationship between law 
enforcement and the community. If a survey was conducted in the northwest section, you will have 
different opinion than Hendley, Bradwell, and Brown. Neither of the 3 is active in the community, nor 
live in the crime infested areas. 4. The chief of police is not the Mayor of Fort Pierce. The Chief 
should not be the determining factor of whether tax dollars are spent on shot spotters to reduce gun 
violence. It is up to the tax payers with the vote of approval of the Commission. 
 
The mayor spoke of the cost of shot spotters, but she need to understand that the there's no price 
when it comes to the safety and lives of the citizens of Fort Pierce. What's the purpose of CRA funds? 
THat's tax payers money that's set aside to improve low income community. With that being said, why 
not use CRA funds. The police department received funds from Allegany ($ 500,000.00) That money 
can be used to purchase shot spotters just like it was used to purchase surveillance cameras. 
 
There are grants that can be applied for and used to purchase shot spotters. Reach out to cities that 
are currently using them such as Fort Myers, Pahokee, and Miami. These cities uses shot spotters 
and have excellent results. 
 
Will the county entertain purchasing shot spotters? Maybe the Chief of Police can meet with Sheriff 
Mascara regarding this matter. What started in our city has quickly moved to Port St Lucie. I believe if 
everyone come to the table on this matter, we can achieve positive resolution. 
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Respectfully, 
 
Mario-Victorez Wilcox 
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