
RESOLUTION NO.2,I.R{6

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING THE 2O2,,I

LEG]SLATIVE PRIORITIES OF THE FLORIDA LEAGUE OF
CITIES AND THE TREASURE COAST REGIONAL LEAGUE OF
CITIES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the Florida League of Cities established its 202t Legislative Action Agenda;
and

WHEREAS, on February 17 , 2021 ,lhe Treasure Coast Regional League of Cities adopted
Resolution 2021R-001 urging members of the Florida Legislature to support specific issues
important to Florida municipalities during the 2021 Legislative Session.

WHEREAS, the City of Fort Pierce shares the concems and priorities of the Florida
League of Cities and the Treasure Coast Regional League of Cities.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COTTISSION OF THE CITY OF
FORT PIERCE FLORIDA AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION l: The City of Fort Pierce, Florida supports and adopts the 2021 Legislative
Priorities of the Florida League of Cities and the Treasure Coast Regional League of Cities as
outlined in the policy slatements attached hereto and made a part hereof.

SECTION 2: The Cily of Forl Pierce authorizes and encourages the Mayor to take all
necessary actions in order to advocate on behalf of the City regarding the policy statements
hereby adopted.

SECTION 3: This Resolution shall take efiec{ immediately upon adoption

lN WTNESS THEREOF, this Resolution has been duly adopted on this 1st day of March,
2021

Linda Hudson, Mayor Commissioner

Linda W. Cox, City Clerk

(SEAL)

Approved as to Form
And Correctness:

Peter J. Sweeney, Esq.
City Attorney

ATTEST:
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PRIORITIES

Soles Tox Foirness
Short-Term Rentols
Dischorges to Surfoce Woters

Affordoble Housing
Annexqtion

IMPORTANCE OF HOME RULE

The Florido Leogue of Cities believes in the importonce of locol
self-government ond thot those officiols closest to the people
know their community best. Eoch of these issues supports Home
Rule ond o municipolity's obilityto govern itself bosed on the
wonts ond needs of its residents. Home Rule is supported by on
overwhelming mojority of Florido residents. lt is the foundotion
for locol governments os they creote foir, effective ond respon-
sive policies for their communities.

PRIORITY STATEMENTS

Soles Tox Foirness: The Florido Leogue of Cities SUPPORTS
legislotion to updote Florido's soles ond use tox lows thot opply
to online/e-commerce soles from out-of-stote retoilers. Chonges
ore needed to ensure thot in-stote retoilers ore treoted equitobly
ond thot the Florido soles ond use tox low is equolly enforced.
Contoct: Amber Hughes . ohughes@flcities.com

Short-Term Rentols: The Florido Leogue of Cities SUPPORTS leg-
islotion providing for o colloborotion between the Florido Deport-
ment of Business ond Professionol Regulotion ond cities to ensure
thot short-term rentol properties obide by stote ond locol regulo-
tions, ore properly licensed ond insured, ond comply with stote ond
locol toxotion requirements os well os industry-occepted sofety
proctices. The Florido Leogue of Cities SUPPORTS legislotion
clorifying thot existing, grondfothered municipol short-term rentol
ordinonces con be omended without penolty.
Contoct: Toro Toggo rt . ttoggort@f lcities.com

Dischorges to Surfoce Woters: The Florido Leogue of Cities
SUPPORTS Iegislotion thot estoblishes reosonoble time fromes
for utilities to eliminote, to the extent possible in complionce
with regulotory requirements ond with specified exceptions, dis-
chorges to surfoce woters unless o utility demonstrotes it is not
environmentolly, technicolly or economicolly feosible.
Contoct: Rebecco O'Horo . rohoro@flcities.com
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Affordoble Housing: The Florido Leogue of Cities
SUPPORTS legislotion thot requires oll monies
from the Sodowski Stote ond Locol Government
Housing Trust Funds be used only for Florido's
offordoble housing progroms.
Contoct: Jeff Bronch . jbronch@f lcities.com

OTHER ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE

Cybersecurity: The Florido Leogue of Cities SUP-
PORTS legislotion dedicoting stote resources for
the development ond enhoncement of municipol
cybersecurity by providing funding for technicol
ossistonce, threot ossessments, employee troin-
ing, lnfrostructure improvements ond doto pro-
tection, including the protection of exempt ond
confidentiol informotion such os low enforce-
ment personnel informotion ond plons for gov-
ernment buildings ond other criticol infrostruc-
tu re,

Tronsportotion Funding: The Florido Leogue
of Cities SUPPORTS legislotion thot will ollow
cities to hove greoter locol decision-moking ond
flexibility on tronsportotion funding to ensure
we meet our ever-chonging tronsportotion
demonds.

Mobility Plons: The Florido Leogue of Cities SUP-
PORTS legislotion thot defines mobility plons ond
fees in order to provide the clority ond consistency
needed to ossist Florido's cities in implementing
olternotive modes of tronsportotion.

Annexotion: The Florido Leogue of Cities SUPPORTS
legislotion thot focilitotes the municipol onnexotion
of unincorporoted oreos while protecting privote
property rights ond respecting municipol boundories.
Contoct: Dovid Cruz . dcruz@f lcities.com

Resilient ond Sustoinoble Florido: The Florido
Leogue of Cities SUPPORTS legislotion thot pro-
motes o resilient ond sustoinoble Florido, including:

Funding woter quolity improvements.
Estoblishing policies ond funding for olternotive
woter supply development.
Providing for intergovernmentol coordinotion
ond plonning on strotegies to oddress climote
chollenges such os drought, coostol flooding
ond inlond flooding.
Enobling locol outhority to implement noturol
resource protection strotegies.
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President
TONY ORTIZ

Commissioner, Orlondo

For more informotion on the Leogue's legislotive initiotives, pleose contoct:

Florido Leogue of Cities
P.O. Box 1757
Tollo hossee, F L 32302-17 57
85O.222.9684
flcities.com
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Digitol Divide: The Florido Leogue of Cities SUP-
PORTS legislotion thot reduces the digitol divide
ond exponds broodbond internet occess to oll
oreos of the stote. This includes:

ldentifying oreos of Florido thot ore under-
served by troditionol broodbond providers.
Removing stotutory borriers for cities to pro-
vide telecommunicotion services ond open
competition for offordoble internet service.
lncreosing public funding for construction of
broodbond inf rostructure.
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First Vice President
PHILLIP WALKER

Commissioner, Lokelond

Second Vice President
JOLIEN CARABALLO

Councilwomon, Port St. Lucie



RESOLUTION 2O2IR-OOI

A RESOLUTION OF THE TREASURE COAST
REGIONAL LEAGUI, OF CITIES INC. URGING
MEMBERS OF THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE TO
SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING ISSUES DURING THE
2O2I LEGISLATTVE SESSION.

WHEREAS, Florida's cities, towns and villages believe in the importance of
local self-govemment and that those officials closest to the people know their
community best; and

WHERX,AS, the COVID-I9 pandemic has significantly altered the normal
day-today life of most Floridians; and

WHEREAS, Florida's cities have been continuously working to respond to the
needs of their residents and businesses and have been taking extraordinary
measures tg both limit the spread of COVID-I9 and support local businesses,
all while keeping the health and safety of their residents at the forefront of their
efforts; and

WHEf,g45, Florida's city leaders urge the Florida Legislature to support the
principles of Home Rule and allow cities to address local challenges and
govem based on the wants and needs of its residents and create fair, effective
and responsive policies for their communities; and

WHEREAS, the Treasure Coast Regional League of Cities pledges to work
together with Govemor Ron DeSantis and Florida's House and Senate leaders
to address the unique concerns of municipalities during the upcoming 2021
Legislative Session-

NOw' TI{EREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY TREASURE COAST
REGIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES,INC.

Section I . The Treasure Coast Regional League of Cities urges Cov.
Ron DeSantis and members of the Florida Legislature to support legislation
during the 2021 Legislative Session that:

SUPPORTS legislation to update Florida,s sales and use tax laws that

apply to online/e-commerce sales from out-of-state retailers; and



SUPPORTS legislation providing for a collaboration between the Florida
Department of Business and Professional Regulation and cities to ensure that
short-term rental properties abide by state and local regulations, are properly
licensed and insured, and comply with state and local taxation requirements as
well as industry-accepted safety practices and further SUPPORTS legislation
clarifting that existing, grandfathered municipal short-term rental ordinances
can be amended without penalty; and

SUPPORTS legislation that establishes reasonable time frames for utilities to
eliminate, to the extent possible in compliance with regulatory requirements
and with specified exceptions, discharges to surface waters unless a utility
demonstrates it is not environmentally, technically or economically feasible;
and

SUPPORTS legislation that requires all monies from the Sadowski State and
Local Government Housing Trust Funds be used only for Florida's affordable
housing programs; and

SUPPORTS legislation that facilitates the municipal armexation of
unincorporated areas while protecting private property rights and respecting
municipal boundaries.

Section 2. A copy of this resolution shall be provided to Govemor Ron
DeSantis. Senate President Wilton Simpson, Speaker of the House of
Representatives Chris Sprowls and (insert House and Senate members
representing ciry).

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Treasure Coast Regional League of
Cities, Inc., this I 7th Day of February 2021 .

Councilwoman Jolien Caraballo
President

Witnessed


