
 April 12, 2021 

Mr. Jonathan Joseph, Owner of Residence 

1801 Plover Avenue  

Fort Pierce FL, 34949 

Re: Florida Building Code and Florida Fire Prevention Code Inspection  

Dear Mr. Joseph:  

On April 8, 2021 I conducted a life safety and fire protection inspection in at the above referenced 

property to ascertain compliance with the Florida Building Code, Residential, 7th edition (FBCR) and the 

Florida Fire Prevention Code, 7th edition (FFPC,) as applicable.  I am a licensed professional engineer with 

my expertise in fire protection and life safety.  I have been practicing in my private sector business for 

three years as a fire code and building code consultant.  Prior to that, I served as the Fire Chief and Fire 

Marshal for Palm Beach County Fire Rescue.  I have been accepted as an expert witness in various civil 

and quasi-judicial hearings as both a citizen and as a public servant relating to fire and building code 

testimony.      

My findings after conducting the inspection of your residence as a single family dwelling is that it is my 

professional engineering opinion that your home is in compliance with both the FBCR and the FFPC as it 

relates to fire protection and life safety for existing single family dwellings.  Additionally, I believe it is 

important to note that your home exceeds the minimum requirements found in the FFPC specifically 

relating to the exemption of carbon monoxide devices.  However, you have chosen to install one in the 

living area thereby exceeding the fire code.  

Finally, as you may recall, you raised the question about the outdoor fire pit used for cooking and 

heating purposes, and the location of it complies with the FFPC as well.    

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding my findings. 

Sincerely,  

Jeffrey P. Collins, MS, PE 
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