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Remembering Florida Highwaymen, Willie Daniels
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The iconic Florida Highwaymen artist, Willie Daniels was a 
gifted painter who made his mark in his beloved hometown, 
Fort Pierce. Daniels brought a unique distinguished style 
that impacted the canvas.

Daniels was born in 1950 in Bainbridge, Georgia but later 
moved to Fort Pierce, Florida in 1960. His family settled just 
a few houses away from Mary Ann Carroll, Roy McLendon, 
and Harold Newton – three future original Florida High-
waymen artists. Growing up around these talented artists, 
Daniels was eager to begin his artistic journey and try his 
hand with a paintbrush. He was a young, keen observer and 
learned the skill very quickly. Daniels fostered an instinc-
tive, natural talent with the brush and vibrant illustrations 
became instantly recognizable. Daniels later became one 
of the original 26 Highwaymen and was inducted into the 
Florida Artists Hall of Fame in 2004. 

“Daniels paintings are distinctive and unmistakable. Coming 
of age in the 60s to young adulthood in the 70s, his visual 
style stands out with densely packed compositions of curv-
ing tree trunks and coiling branches, often suffused with the 
hues of a bold sky and shimmering reflections, and a palette 
of almost fluorescent colors. Even a still scene appears to 
teem with vibrant life.” ~ A. E. Backus Museum.

The Florida Highwaymen are a group of well-known African 
American landscapes artists from the 1950s, and 70s taught 
by a friend and mentor, A.E. “Bean” Backus, a famous land-
scape artist. Renowned for their resourcefulness, speed, 
and creativity, the group of artists employed a unique paint-
ing style to assert their economic independence and agency 
during and after the segregation era. 

Daniels passed Sunday, September 19, 2021 in Fort Pierce 
at age 71 after battling a long illness, according to his niece 
Shontae Armstrong. Daniels will always be remembered as 
a gentle, caring man that shared his passion for art with the 
rest of the world.
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On September 8, 2021, Chief Diane Hobley-Burney promot-
ed seven worthy individuals to new leadership roles within 
the Fort Pierce Police Department. Their new roles are as 
follows. Officer Jason Braun was sworn into the Fort Pierce 
Police Department in May 1997. Officer Braun was promot-
ed to the rank of Sergeant in December 2013. On August 6, 
2021, Sergeant Braun was promoted to Lieutenant and will 
serve in the Administrative Bureau as the Administrative 
Support Lieutenant. He will be under the command of Depu-
ty Chief Robert Ridle. 

Officer Brian MacNaught was sworn into the Fort Pierce 
Police Department in August 2003. Officer MacNaught was 
promoted to the rank of Sergeant in December 2008. On 
August 6, 2021, Sergeant MacNaught was promoted to the 
position of Lieutenant and will serve in District 2 – Rotation C 
under the command of Deputy Chief Kenny Norris. 

Officer Eddie Dove was sworn into the Fort Pierce Police 
Department in November 2001. On August 6, 2021, Officer 
Dove was promoted to the rank of Sergeant and will serve in 
District One under the command of Acting Lieutenant David 
Cuti.  

Officer John Fasanello was sworn into the Fort Pierce Police 
Department in July 2006. On August 6, 2021, Officer Fasanel-
lo was promoted to the rank of Sergeant and will serve in the 

FORT PIERCE POLICE DEPARTMENT’S  
PROMOTION LIST:

THE TREASURED PAST OF 1715 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Administrative Bureau – Community Engagement Unit under 
the command of Lieutenant Jason Braun. 

Officer Christopher Guadagno was sworn into the Fort Pierce 
Police Department in May 1996. On August 6, 2021, Officer 
Guadagno was promoted to the rank of Sergeant and will 
serve in the Crime Suppression Unit under the command of 
Lieutenant James Gagliano. 

Officer Kyle MacCarthy was sworn into the Fort Pierce Police 
Department in January 2013. On August 6, 2021, Officer 
MacCarthy was promoted to the rank of Sergeant and will 
serve in the Community Policing Bureau in District 2 - Rota-
tion D, under the command of Lieutenant Caleb Gillette.  

Officer Rene Onese was sworn into the Fort Pierce Police 
Department in January 2013. On August 6, 2021, Officer 
Onese was promoted to the rank of Sergeant and will serve 
in District 1, Rotation D, under the command of Lieutenant 
Caleb Gillette



On September 3, 2021, a traffic 
stop was conducted on one of 
our younger citizens. Officer Da-
mian Spotts was driving through 
the downtown area when he 
saw a young man riding a little 
scooter with his family. Seeing it 
as an opportunity to put a smile 
on someone's face, he conduct-
ed a traffic stop and used it as an 
opportunity to hand out a few 
police badge stickers

Chief Diane Hobley-Burney and the Fort Pierce 
Police Department members were present for an 
informal yet momentous occasion where a three 
hundred plus-year-old cannon was lifted out of its 
special water treatment tank. The artifact was sent 
off for final preparations to allow it to be displayed. 
Also present were the Mayor of Fort Pierce, Ms. 
Linda Hudson, Mr. John Brandon, and Mr. Matt 
Samuel, who were instrumental in making this proj-
ect happen, and a few others involved.

The cannon was placed in the water tank over 
three years ago for treatment and preservation af-
ter being discovered and retrieved from the Atlantic 
seafloor off the Treasure Coast. Great lengths have 
been taken to ensure the artifact is prepared cor-
rectly to be displayed for all to see. Some of those 
efforts include physical treatments of the cannon 
to securing all the necessary legal documents. 
Soon, the intent is to have the cannon permanent-
ly displayed in the downtown area of Fort Pierce. 
Thank you to all who have assisted in preserving 
this historical artifact.

A Traffic Stop One Youngster Will Never Forget 

THE TREASURED PAST OF 1715 

OCTOBER 2021     |   5

FORT INSIDER



PLANNING DEPARTMENT
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REDEVELOPMENT AND NEW DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS

Below is a summary of the planning projects approved by the Fort Pierce City Commission  
during the month of September.  A few of the projects are highlighted in this report.

• Text Amendment to Chapter 125-321: to remove the Conditional Use approval requirement  
for structures seaward of the CCCL

• Application for Site Plan to construct a 6,426 square foot clubhouse, with racquet courts  
2400 South Ocean Drive

• Application for a Site Plan to construct and operate an RV sales and service development  
at or near 2398 Peters Road

• Application for a Site Plan to construct and operate a warehouse, office, and flex space  
development at or near 2496 South Kings Highway

• Application for a Conditional Use with New Construction and a Site Plan to construct and operate  
a development that will contain office/flex space and RV storage at or near 2496 S. Kings Highway

• Application for a Preliminary Plat to subdivide approximately 0.54 acres of land at  
or near the east side of Surfside Drive

The Kings Highway Commerce Park project will be divided into at least two (2) phases of  
development. Phase 1 is the subject of this application, with the second phase anticipated for future office and warehouse 
use.  As depicted on the site plan, at final completion it is anticipated that this project will bring almost 2 million square feet 
of office and warehouse uses along Kings Highway! The proposed building elevation is articulated with varying roof heights 
and accents, the elevations also incorporate the creation of living wall or green walls. The Landscape Plan will provide for a 
visual buffer on the perimeter of the site that helps to add an additional visual element to the site. Instead  
of regular swales the applicant is providing bio swales to create more landscaped areas and there  
will also be three (3) lakes around the perimeter of the property that will contain water features.
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A 40.02-acre gated planned community with approximately 3,500 feet of beach frontage consisting 
of condominiums and single-family homes. Ocean Village offers 24-hour security, a Par-3 9-hole 

executive golf course, tennis courts, heated swimming pools, a jacuzzi, sauna, fitness center, card 
room, and a library with WI-FI. The proposed clubhouse will replace the existing approximate 

3,455-square foot clubhouse with a new 6,426 square foot clubhouse. Additional site improvements 
include new racquet courts and modifications to parking, lighting, and water and sewer to serve  

the new building.

OCEAN VILLAGE

FORT INSIDER

LOOKING WEST

LOOKING NORTH WEST LOOKING NORTH EAST

LOOKING EAST LOOKING SOUTH EAST

ENTRY VIEW
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Project Hunt is proposing one (1) 39,200 square foot building proposed for retail sales and service  
of RVs and golf carts. The building itself will be divided into three (3) areas, consisting of 19,200 square feet of office/sales, 
16,000 square feet of service bays, and 4,000 square feet for use as a body shop. All of the proposed uses are permitted by 
right pursuant to City Code. The project will provide for 489 total parking spaces between both Phase One (1) and Phase Two 
(2) of the development including regular, golf cart, RV parking, and inventory spaces. Phase One (1) will involve the construc-
tion of the retail and service building and the construction of 421 parking spaces. Additionally, the initial phase will involve 
the construction of the retention lake with a water feature, landscaping, and other associated site improvements. Phase Two 
(2) will consist of an additional 68 RV parking spaces. The proposed building elevation is articulated with varying roof heights 
and accents. The building architecture has a similar appearance to Camping World and Gander RV, which is located across 
this site to the northeast (across Interstate 95). 

The Walsh Kings Highway project will consist of three 
buildings with two (2) of the buildings at 44,374 
square feet each for a total of 88,748 square feet. The 
two (2) buildings will contain 22 individual units each 
that can be used for office, storage and flex space. 
The third building that will be 33,190 square feet 
and will contain 23 units for the purpose of covered 
and secured RV storage. the proposed design for the 
development is consistent with the built environment 
as most of the uses that surround the site are ware-
house or distribution centers. The proposed building 
elevation is articulated with varying roof heights and 
accents. The Landscape Plan will provide for a visual 
buffer on the perimeter of the site.





ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
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CONSTRUCTION SPOTLIGHT
Avenue B Reconstruction 
- 8th to 10th and 10th  
to 13th Street: 

Atlantic Avenue  
(5th Street to 7th Street:

South 5th Street 
Roadway Improvements 
(Boston to Delaware):

Culpepper has delivered the 80% 
plan submittal. Our consultant has 
been working with FPUA to finalize 
their designs for underground utilities 
including power and lighting to be 
incorporated into the 100% plans 
for bidding and construction. FPUA 
Water/Wastewater is working with 
Culpepper to resolve wastewater and 
water conflicts in the project limits. 

Atlantic Avenue is proposed to be reconstructed between 5th Street 
and 7th Street. Improvements will include roadway reconstruction with 
sidewalks, ADA upgrades, curb and gutter, stormwater collection system, 
conversion of overhead utilities to underground, and street lighting 
installation. Surveying of this section of roadway is underway and design 
will be provided by the City of Fort Pierce Engineering Department staff. 
Construction expected to begin Spring 2022.

Construction commenced on 
September 21, 2021, for this much 
anticipated roadway reconstruction 
project complete with underground 
utilities, stormwater infrastructure 
upgrades, sidewalks, decorative 
crosswalks, street lighting, curb 
& gutter, sidewalks, landscaping, 
and irrigation.  The contractor has 
competed the demolition of the 
existing roadway, curb & gutter, and 
sidewalk and the installation of the 
underground utilities is scheduled 
to begin next week.  Roadway work 
is anticipated to continue through 
February 2022.
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North 17th Street 
(Orange Ave to Ave D) 
Roadway Improvements:  

Ohio Avenue (U.S. 
Highway 1 to 11th 
Street):    

Georgia Avenue 
Basin Water Quality 
Improvements:  

North 8th Street 
Roadway Improvements 
(Avenue D to Avenue E):  

Porpoise Avenue 
Beach Access Parking 
Improvements:

Final roadway paving began 
on Friday, September 24th 
and temporary striping will 
be completed on Tuesday, 
September 28th. The roadway 
will be opened as of Tuesday 
afternoon, September 28th. 

Full roadway reconstruction 
of Ohio Avenue between U.S. 
Highway 1 and 11th Street will 
provide a curb and gutter roadway 
section complete with sidewalks, 
streetlights, underground utilities, 
introduction of a stormwater 
collection system, limited 
landscaping, and ADA upgrades.  
Design services are to be provided 
by Cardno and will commence 
upon approval be the commission.

The City of Fort Pierce was recently awarded a 
$1,320,000 Water Quality Improvement Grant 
through South Florida Water Management District 
for a project identified as Georgia Avenue Basin 
Water Quality Improvements.  SFWMD approved 
grant funding to nine different projects within their 
governing boundary all of which provide some type 
of water quality benefit to the Indian River Lagoon.  
The City proposes to implement numerous Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) to aid in the removal 
of phosphorus, nitrogen, and other harmful nutrients 
from stormwater discharging from the 235-acre 
Georgia Avenue Drainage Basin.  

Staff completed the 30% design review and final  
design and permitting is scheduled for December 2021.   
Construction commencement expected Spring 2022.  

The roadway improvements for this project will include 
drainage, new curb and gutter, sidewalks, and roadway 
reconstruction. FPUA will also underground the electric 
services in this area. Culpepper & Terpening submitted 
their 100% design. FPUA has submitted their design 
plans including street lighting and under grounding 
electrical services. Finalized plans for bidding and 
construction are anticipated in September. 

FDEP and FDOT permit applications have been 
approved for the construction of a pervious paver  
brick parking area with associated driveways, retaining 
walls, sidewalks, and landscaping.  City Commission 
approved the construction contract award to the low 
bidder, Pav-Co, on September 20, 2021.  Contract 
documents are currently being prepared.

FORT INSIDER



BUILDING DEPARTMENT

NEW PROJECTS

12   |    CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

LAWNWOOD 
REGIONAL 
MEDICAL CENTER 
The new patient tower 
at Lawnwood Regional 
Medical Center and Heart 
Institute located at 1700 
S. 23rd Street is underway.  
Metal framing for the 
first three floors is being 
erected.  Installation of 
mechanical duct work is 
also ongoing.  The first 
phase of the project is 
expected to be complete  
in 2023.

Wawa 
Great progress is being made 
at Wawa’s located at 2101 S US 
Hwy 1. Siding has been applied 
to most of the building while 
the front entrance is being 
prepared for finishing. Under the 
siding, first a moisture barrier 
is installed, allowing interior 
moisture to escape and repel 
exterior moisture to provide a 
waterproof seal.
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT

ACTIVITY REPORT

This is just a snapshot of some of the permit types processed monthly

BUILDING CHARTS FOR AUGUST 2021
AUGUST 2021 PLAN REVIEW PROCESSING TIME

For permits with 0 days, either the review was not completed within the month, or 
there were no reviews for the entire month.

447 425

1479

1340

164

0



PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Public Works Department Hosts 
Community Cleanup
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The City of Fort Pierce Public Works Department is excited to announce a Community Cleanup  
on Saturday, October 9, 2021. This is a citywide event and individuals, families, and organizations  
are encouraged to join! Participants get to choose the times and the locations they wish to clean  
up in Fort Pierce and are encouraged to share their city pride by posting photos on social media.
 
To take part in the Community Cleanup, please register with Kaitlyn Ballard at 772.467.3795 or  
kballard@cityoffortpierce.com. Once registered, you may sign up to pick up supplies from the  
Public Works Compound located at 52 Savannah Rd. Fort Pierce, FL 34982. Supply pickup days will  
be Wednesday, October 6, from 2:00 pm – 4:30 pm and Friday, October 8, from 8:00 am – 3:00 pm.  
Supplies include bags, buckets, and trash pickers. There will be no designated meet-up area as you  
and/or your group choose the location you wish to clean up in the City of Fort Pierce.
 
All participants are encouraged to share their Community Cleanup fun by taking photos and  
posting them on social media using the hashtags #lovethefort and #cleanthefort!
 
The City of Fort Pierce is the hidden gem among the Treasure Coast, so let’s get out there and  
make our City Shine!
 
For more information, please contact Kaitlyn Ballard at 772.467.3795 or  
kballard@cityoffortpierce.com.



RIVER WALK CENTER SALES REPORT AUGUST 2021

Every Wednesday - Green Market - Marina Square  12:00 pm - 6:30pm
Every Saturday -  Jazz Market  –  Marina Square    8:00 am – 1:00 pm   
Every Saturday - Downtown Farmers Market - Marina Square   8:00 am – 12:00 pm 

10/1/21    Friday Fest – Marina Square  5 pm – 9 pm

10/8/21    Wild Gamette – Avenue A & Cobbs Landings  7 pm -11 pm

10/9/21    Oktoberfest – 2nd Street between Ave A & Orange Ave  12 pm – 12 am
 
10/10/21  Lee’s Lucky Duck Race – Marina Square   1 pm – 5 pm

10/24/21  Empowerment Day – Old Library Site 12 pm – 6 pm

10/29/21  Candlelight Vigil for Victims of DUI & Substance Abuse – Old Library Site 6 pm – 8 pm

$ 9,965.08TOTAL

$ 1,567.40CLASSES

$ 2,462.50PARK PERMITS

$ 2,450.00SPECIAL EVENTS

$ 3,485.18FACILITY
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INDIAN HILLS GOLF COURSE

INDIAN HILLS SALES REPORT

RANGE TOKENS

MEMBERSHIP PASS

GOLF ROUNDS

GOLF FEES

FOOD & BEVERAGES

MERCHANDISE

TOTAL

21152037

$33,604.72$37,153.78

$663.69$643.69

$1,523.63$3,086.68

$691.72$1,040.19

$5,462.07$5,430.59

$41,945.83$47,354.93

8/20217/2021

With Summer winding down and Fall kicking 
into gear, we have completed our last greens 
aeration procedure.  We will continue to work 
on the fairways which have been the weakest 
point of the course.  The fairways will continue 
to see spot treatments of aeration and roping 
of thin areas to eliminate cart traffic.  These 
areas can be played from but not driven into.

With the continued afternoon showers and 
mild temperatures through the remainder of 
October, we will be in our strongest position 
yet heading into the cooler winter months.  
We look forward to the 2021-2022 fiscal year 
where we will be as close to bridging the gap 
between our revenue and expenses that we 
have been in several years.

We have the great pleasure of hosting two 
long standing outings here in October.  On 
Saturday, October 9th we will be hosting the 
Bayshore Club and on Saturday, October 23rd 
we will host the Discovery Church.  If you 
would like any information on either of these 
events, they are posted on the bulletin board 
in the Golf Shop.

Word of mouth is our greatest form of 
advertising, so we ask if you’ve played here 
and enjoyed the changes we’re making, please 
tell a friend….or two!  If there’s something we 

can improve upon…tell US so we can keep getting better!  We thank all of 
our members and guests for their support and we ask that you please “Like” 
and “Follow Us” on Facebook or Instagram to see almost daily updates on 
the golf course and our ongoing maintenance projects.
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FORT PIERCE CITY MARINA

CITY MARINA FINANCIAL REPORT

$133,057.18 $169,127.64 $124,264.16

146 125 56

$4,905.31 $3,375.40 $3,492.11

$64,159.60 $90,175.63 $59,042.61

$95,376.56 $76,947.38 $51,518.96

$69,197.67 $42,781.20 $26,807.40

$25,781.12 $27,702.27 $17,229.34

$392,477.44 $410,109.52 $282,354.58

JUNE JULY AUGUST

TOTALS

Transient
Dockage

Electricity

Dockage  
Reservations

Monthly  
Dockage

Retail

Gas Sales

Diesel Sales
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WELCOME NEW BUSINESSES

A TOUCH OF BROOKLYN
AJ SHANNON, LLC
AQUA-HOLICS QUALITY POOL CARE
AUDIO NERDZ
BARKER, FALON
BARRON, JESUS
BLACK, BENJAMIN
BREVARD TRUCKING, INC
CAREFUL TOUCH, LLC
CHEF PEPITO, LLC
CRUXFYRE
FENELIACE, ROSSMIRLINE TRACY
FL SUNSHINE ARCADE 1, INC.
FLEET AMERICA
FORREST, WILHELMINA C.
GALE INSULATION
GRANDMA'S GRANOLA AND MORE, LLC
GREEN,ANITA B

HONEY AND COMPANY AT THE FORT
IMAC MEDICAL OF FLORIDA, PA
IRECOVERY, LLC
KAY, MARISSA
KLEM, EDWARD J.
KOLAWOLE,ELIZABETH
KULMAN,TANZILA
LA CAMPIRANA, LLC
LAS COMADRES FOOD SERVICE INC
LE' SWEET SPOT, LLC
LEADERS LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
LINDA'S SWEETS
LINEBERGER, CARMEN M.
MCKENZIE, CHRISTINA
MIAMI REEFS, LLC
MJ CREDIT CONSULTING SERVICE, LLC
MOG AUTO, LLC
MOTOR CARRIER FORMS II, LLC

PROMO CRAZE USA, LLC
PUTTICK, TYLER
R & L RIBS CHICKEN AND SEAFOOD
REHAB RESCUE LLC  (APARTMENT)
REHAB RESCUE LLC  (HOME)
SANTANGELO, JERRY
SMITH, ANTHONY
STINGRAY MARINE ELECTRONICS, LLC
SUNRISE CITY COMMUNITY HOUSING
SUSHI-GO CONCEPTS OF FORT PIER
TAMARAC CHIROPRACTIC CENTER, LLC
TOP NOTCH CLEANING RESIDENTIAL
WE BE POPPIN LLC
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.  - ATM
WINTER RENTALS
WORLD TRAVEL AGENCY


