
 

 

  

TO:    Nick C. Mimms, P.E., ICMA-CM, City Manager 
 
FROM:   Jennifer Hofmeister-Drew, AICP, LCAM 
 
RE:  Comprehensive Plan Amendment (Text Amendment ) – 

Property Rights Element 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 15, 2021 

STAFF REPORT 

Comprehensive Plan Amendment (Text Amendment) 
Property Rights Element 

 
At the September 7, 2021, City Commission meeting, the Commission voted to approve the 
transmittal to the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) for review of the 
Comprehensive Plan Text Amendment to create a new Property Rights Element within the City of 
Fort Pierce Comprehensive Plan. The proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment was drafted in 
accordance with the provisions of SB 59 (Fla. Stat. § 163.3177(6)(i)), which passed during the 2021 
Florida Legislative Session, signed into law by Governor DeSantis, and incorporated into Florida’s 
Community Planning Act. The new legislation mandated each local government to adopt a 
Property Rights Element into their comprehensive plan. The list of these provisions that must be 
addressed and have been included in the City’s new Property Rights Element include the following 
four (4) rights: 
 

1. The right of a property owner to physically possess and control their interests in the 
property, including easements, leases, or mineral rights. 

2. The right of a property owner to use, maintain, develop, and improve their property for 
personal use or for the use of any other person, subject to state law and local ordinances. 

3. The right of the property owner to privacy and to exclude others from the property to 
protect the owner's possessions and property. 

4. The right of a property owner to dispose of their property through sale or gift. 

 
The Technical Review Committee had no objections to the proposed Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment. At a special meeting held on August 23, 2021, the Planning Board, acting as the Local 
Planning Agency, recommended approval of the proposed Amendment. Lastly, on October 15, 
2021, the Florida DEO completed an expedited review of the proposed Text Amendment and no 
comments on the proposed amendment (see Attachment 1). Therefore, staff is recommending 
APPROVAL of the proposed Comprehensive Amendment. 
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