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History of The Lincoln Theater 

Lincoln Theater is a historic gem in the Lincoln Park Neighborhood and is one 
of the few remaining original African American Movie Houses. Built in 1948, 
the theater served as a movie house, as well as a live performance center for the  
Lincoln Park Community. It was built by local residents, Dr. Clem C. Benton 
and Dr. Harry Center.

The Lincoln Park neighborhood is one of the oldest communities in Fort Pierce. As the city expanded beyond the 
original Fort established in 1800’s, a settlement called Edgartown emerged and over time, the community developed a 
bustling commercial district. 
During its heyday in the 1950s and 1960s, Avenue D was the main corridor in the Village of Lincoln Park – it was St. Lucie 
County’s bustling center for African American-owned shops, restaurants, businesses and a theater. Today, the area is ex-
periencing revitalization, celebrating it rich cultural history and making progress to again become the center of pride for 
the community. 

Lincoln Park is a culturally and historically rich community. It was home to Zora Neale Hurston, author of “Their 
Eyes Were Watching God.” It is also home to many of the world-renown Florida Highwaymen artists, a group of 26 Af-
rican-American self-taught, self-mentoring landscape artists inducted into the Florida Artists Hall of Fame in 2004. The 
neighborhood is also home to the historic Lincoln Theater, one of only four African-American owned theaters in the 
country, and Lincoln Park Academy, an academic magnet school, one of the nation’s top performing schools.
The City of Fort Pierce, along with Lincoln Park residents have been instrumental in revitalization efforts, such as street-
scape and infrastructure projects, along with the removal of substandard housing units to help encourage businesses to 
return to the area. The City provides matching commercial façade grants for properties along the Avenue D corridor. The 
City, along with the Fort Pierce Redevelopment Agency and St. Lucie County, recently completed the construction of a 
beautiful Intermodal Bus Terminal and Moore’s Creek Linear Park. 

While exploring this interesting area of St. Lucie County, visitors can learn about Zora Neale Hurston by following her 
“Dust Tracks Heritage Trail” commemorating the life and times of this world-renowned Harlem Renaissance author, 
anthropologist, storyteller and dramatist. Zora spent many years in Lincoln Park including the final years of her life – her 
grave site is located at the Garden of Heavenly Rest. Visitors can also enjoy a wonderful cultural heritage experience in 
Lincoln Park by following the Highwaymen Heritage Trail. The trail features The Florida Highwaymen, a group of 26 Afri-
can American artists from Fort Pierce who created idyllic, colorful images of Florida landscapes and sold some 200,000 of 
them from the trunks of their cars during the 1960’s-80s – thus receiving the name “The Highwaymen.” Inducted into the 
Florida Artists Hall of Fame in 2004, the artists are recognized as an important part of American folk history. 

Lincoln Park celebrates the Highwaymen artists 
on the 3rd Saturday each February with 
The Highwaymen Heritage Trail Art Show/Sale 
and Festival, featuring many of the original artists. 
Their beautiful Florida landscapes are collected
widely by enthusiasts and displayed in the
Florida Governor’s Mansion, the White House
and around the world. 
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Existing Site Aerial

Project Scope
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SW Front View / Existing Conditions4
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Existing Conditions

Existing South Facade (South Aerial) Existing North Facade (Rear)

Existing South Facade (Front) Site/Building Aerial (North East)

Existing Facade (East) Existing Facade (West)5
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Existing Lobby Storefront Existing Wall Conditions With Roof Structure

Existing Wall Conditions Existing Column Structure with Views of Main Entrance 
and Bathrooms

Existing Lobby Roof Structure (Looking at the Gorter) Existing Lobby Wall Condition
Existing Conditions6
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Proposed Site Plan

6,735 sq ft Existing

1,765 sq ft New
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Mechanical Circulation

Video RoomElectricalServer

Mechanical Circulation
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Proposed Mezz Floor Plan9
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Proposed South Elevation (Front)

Existing Historic Building
Propose New Addition

Proposed East Elevation (Side View)

Existing Historic Building Murals Narrative/Story

Elevations

Propose New Addition
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Proposed West Elevation (Side View)

Proposed North Elevation (Rear)

Mural / Existing Historic Facade

New Addition

Elevations

Mural / Existing Historic Facade Existing Historic Building

11

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. COMMEMORATIVE COMMITTEE



Proposed  SW Perspective Proposed SE Perspective

Proposed NE Perspective 3D Views12
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Theater Acoustic Paneling 

Performance Stage Seating Motorized Extended

Proposed Axonometric Section13
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SW View / Proposed Rendering14
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SE View / Proposed Rendering15
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SE Evening / View Proposed Rendering16
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Proposed Rendering17
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Theater Interior View/ Auditorium Seating 
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Estimate Project Cost / Budget

6,735 Existing Square Footage at $250.00 S.F. =        $1,683,750
1,765 New Square Footage at $350.00 S.F. =                 $616,700
+ Site Improvements (Parking/Streetscape) =                $400,000

                                                                           Subtotal  $2,700,250
																				                     + 15% Contingency     $405,037

                                                        Construction Total  =  $3,105,557
																	                           + A/E Fees at 8%   =   $248,444
																				                     + B/P/CA Assistance = Hourly
                                                        Project Grand Total    $3,354,000
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THANK YOU, 
ANY QUESTIONS?
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Historical Guidelines
Historic Preservation Standards/NPS
Secretary of the Interiors


