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2 Little Jim: Historical Hangout

	 Little Jim Bait and Tackle is situated along 
the Indian River Lagoon––the most biodiverse 
estuary in North America. The area has a rich 
history dating back thousands of years, with 
evidence of Native American settlements dating 
back to 10,000 BCE. The area was first visited 
by europeans in the 16th century, with Spanish 
explorers landing on the shores of what Is now 
Fort Pierce, Florida. 

	 During the 19th century, Fort Pierce was a center of activity for 

the citrus industry, with many orange groves and packing houses in the 

area. However, fishing has always been a significant part of the local 

economy, with the Indian River Lagoon providing an abundance of fish 

and shellfish. In the early 20th century, Fort Pierce became known as 

the “Sailfish Capital of the World,” with large numbers of sailfish being 

caught in the area. 
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	 Little Jim Bait and Tackle is a small, family-owned business that 

has been serving the local fishing community for over 60 years. The 

shop offers a wide range of fishing gear and supplies, as well as live bait. 

Little Jim is well-known amongst local anglers and locals alike, and is a 

testament to the importance of fishing culture in the area. Fishing has 

long been a way of life for the people of Fort Pierce, and businesses like 

Little Jim are an integral part of the local culture. 



4 Little Jim: Historical Hangout

	 World War II had a significant impact on the local 

fishing industry, as many commercial fisherman were drafted into the 

military or enlisted voluntarily. However, recreational fishing remained 

a popular pastime among local residents, and the area continued to 

attract anglers from around the country. 

	 During World War II, Fort Pierce played a significant role in 

the war effort. The Navy established a training facility called the Naval 

Amphibious Training Base (NATB) in 1942. The NATB was used to 

train amphibious forces, including the famous “Frogmen” who were 

the precursors to the modern-day Navy SEALs. The base was also 

used to train soldiers in the use of landing craft and other amphibious 

equipment. 
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	 The location of Little Jim was a guardhouse for Naval 

amphibious operations, and was also used as a checkpoint for vehicles 

seeking entrance to the camp where Navy Combat Demolition Units 

were training. In 1944, upon closing operations, the Navy gave the land 

and the building to the city. 

	 The SEALs continue to pay homage to this history by visiting 

Little Jim and suggesting it to visitors of the Navy Seal museum. Stuart 

News article “SEAL of approval” from January 2011 gave an ode to this 

continued historic relationship. This small location is a vital memory 

of the Treasure Coast’s role in World War II, and the Navy SEAL’s 

continued dedication to Little Jim is also made clear in their letter of 

support which follows. 
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To whom it may concern						      Feb 15th 
2023

I am writing this letter to offer support for the Historical and 
Community importance of Little Jim Bait and Tackle. The his-
tory of Little Jim’s is told daily through our staff and volunteers 
here at the National Navy SEAL Museum. When we discuss the 
training and history that was conducted here in 1942, and how 
the Naval Combat Demolitions Units (NCDU’s) who lived on 
south Ft. Pierce inlet, then traveled through the cut to the north 
beaches to train; we always mention Little Jim’s and how it was 
used as a check-in stop for accountability and safety of the men 
training on the north beaches. It is a historical landmark to us 
and visitors and locals alike. 

Additionally, our guests are always asking where they should 
go to lunch after their visit, and Little Jim is among the first we 
mention. The food is great, staff friendly and efficient, but most 
importantly we mention how they can continue the historical 
tour by stopping in, seeing a piece of history, and obtain a bet-
ter understanding of how and why this spot was used back in 
1942-43. 

In closing, The National Navy SEAL Museum is proud of the his-
tory here in Ft. Pierce, and Little Jim’s is a key site. There will be 
progress in the area in the coming years, but we should support 
and keep historical locations, like Little Jim’s for future genera-
tions to experience.   

Sincerely
CDR SEAL (Ret) Grant Mann 
Executive Director
National Navy SEAL Museum
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	 Aside from its historical 
significance with regard to the war 
effort, Little Jim Bait and Tackle embodies the 

distinctive characteristics of the Florida Cracker Style 

architecture. The property is situated in a prominent 

location on North State Road A1A on the Indian River, 

making it an easily identifiable visual feature on the 

waterfront. It is one of the few remaining structures 

that reflect the region’s unique architectural style. 

	 The building is also an example of adaptation 

in the South Florida environment. In 2004, Hurricane 

Charlie destroyed Little Jim as with much of the entire 

city. With the city in shambles, locals banded together 

to rebuild Little Jim and maintain a semblance of 

normalcy and community amidst the destruction. 

After the property was rebuilt, Little Jim officially 

reopened on November 13, 2004 on the same date of 

the 14th annual Beer Bash thrown by the form Navy 

SEALS.  
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Besides its historical, architectural, and aesthetic significance, Little Jim 

is culturally treasured. Its history has long been marked by legal battles 

over lease rights; and swift community support has always shown up to 

try to save it.

	 In November 1997, under the threat of canceling Little Jim’s 

lease, over 4,000 locals signed in support of Little Jim’s, and supporters 

packed City Hall in protest. The Press Journal of Vero Beach published 

a sweeping defense of Little Jim one month later, claiming the fish camp 

“a part of local folklore” and highlighting locals who said "this place 

kind of brings you door, a hand is raised in warm back to the good old 

days.” Another patron added: “I grew up here.”

	 Again in 2008, when the renewal of the Little Jim lease was up 

for a vote by the county commissioners, one Fort Pierce resident Gene 

Edwards loved the place so much that she published an opinion piece 

in the Stuart News on March 19, 2008. She urged all locals to contact 

their city commissioners in order to help “retain this neighborly 

and historical retreat” and remembers how the community of  “local 

patrons” banded together to help restore Little Jim’s to code and 

maintain this “small spot where a hard-struck bunch of locals could find 

their friends and feel some sense of normalcy” after hurricane Charlie. 
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	 In 2014, when the lease was up for renewal yet again, 

“dozens of supporters” crowded the commission chambers in 

support of the lease renewal. “Little Jim is a piece of threatened 

Old Florida. According to Anthony Westbury, Florida’s history 

is being nibbled away by developers who only offer plastic and 

corporate control in return.” 

	 Each time Little Jim’s lease comes up for renewal, local 

news media has continually stepped up to voice what all locals 

know: Little Jim is a treasured community spot, and deserves to 

remain the way it is. Little Jim Bait and Tackle played a crucial 

role in Fort Pierce’s World War II history. It has been serving 

the community for over 60 years, and has been a go-to spot for 

locals and tourists alike for as both a bait-shop serving the fishing 

community and a cherished gathering space. It is an integral 

part of our community’s culture and heritage. The property 

fulfills the criteria for preservation under the National Register 

of Historic Places based on its significance for the community, St. 

Lucie County, the state, and the nation. “Please don’t ruin the Old 

Florida Flavor at Little Jim.”
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Little Jim is “one of the last 
waterfronts that locals, neighbors, 
and visitors can freely access, have 
a beer, andd share tales regarding 
their catch of the day.”
-Gene Edwards. The Stuart News. 
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Frogman Charity Fundraiser
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 “Please don’t 
ruin the old 
Florida flavor 
at Little Jim.”
-Anthony Westbury, The Stuart News. 








