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August 7,2023

Mr. Nicholas Mimms
Fort Pierce City Manager
100N. u.s. I
Fort Pierce. FL 34950

Dear Mr. Mimms:

In reference to your response to my email requesting to be placed on the agenda for August 7,2023,1
am asking you to meet with our "Chat, Chew, and Do" community group on Wednesday, September 6,
2023. We meet at 9:00 a.m. at New Life Christian Fellowship Church, 2308 Avenue D, Fort Pierce,
Florida. Also I would like to know where I can go on the City's website for clear procedures to get on
the agenda.

At a recent meeting on July 26,,2023, several community members came together to discuss the
circumstances around the recent shootings in Fort Pierce, specifically at Avenue D and 25th Street on
July 14,2023. The meeting was called by Dr. Pinkie W. Hendley.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM TTIE MEETING!

o L. Carl Herold, Director of Law Enforcement, Division of Gaming Enforcement stated,

"Operation or possession of slot machines outside ofa licensed facility is unlawfrrl in the State
ofFlorida and subject to criminal and adminisEative penalties." They are only permitted to
operate only on hibal property and withn the licensed parimutuel facilities.
Horv manl licensed Arcades are in District I and lrow many are in District 2?
Are arcades allowed to have slot machines that receive and or dispcrse cashl)
\!hs the store at Aveune D and 25rl' Street wlrerc the shooting took place licensed as an
Arcade?
Did that license allorv slot machines?
z\re Arcades registered as "ordinary coin-operated amusemcnt gam!'s" in Iorl I'ierce?

The City has its ordinances for Arcades.
Howevcr is it the Fort Piercc Police Department or the Sheriff's responsibilities to
oversee these arcatles?
Who monitors the activities at and around the Arcades? Police or Sheriff?
Horv are these "arcades" able to operatc in the Lincoln Park Community and be in
compliance with the Fort Pierce citl ordinance on arcades?
According to the current city ordinance, when atr amusement arcade or arcade amusement
center hires a new employee or changes its ownership composition, the police deparment shall
inspect the new employee's or owner's background to insure they have not been convicted ofa
crime described in the Florida statutes.
Hou,many background inspections has the Forl Piercc'Police Departnrent ntade in the last tuo
years? District I District 2
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Hou'nrany permit denials has the City rnade in the last two years. District 1 _ District 2_
Who has this information? Police Departrnent or City?
According to the City's ordinance, all arcades or arcade amusement parks must provide an
operating plan with specific information such as interior layouts, location of all machines,
devices, equipment identification and access ways.
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Hou often arc these arcades checked to see if the)-, arc adhering to thc operation plan?
Are scrial numbers or equivalent identification checkcd to be sure ther urc on thc
pcrrnif? lf so, how often and bv u,hom?
What role does the planning department plal to insure compliance?
\A'h} are thcre no signs spcci$ ing that this premise is an "ARCADE" in Districct I ?

It appears thrt most rrcades in District I are housed and operate in a convenient store
setting thet mry senre food rnd rlcohol or provide caterirg senvices on premises,
.\re thcse storcs licenscd br thc departmcnt of health, department ofbusiness
professional regulation, or departmcnt of agriculture and consumer sen ices?
\\'ho has thc responsibili(r' for inspections and hou often?
Ho* manl, arc there in l)istrict l_ District 2

Hon'manv maybc opcrating in othcr [rusincsscs/hnmcs without a license?

According to the city ordinance, "No imusement arcede or arcade amusement centenl
shall operate after the hour of 12:00 midnight and before the hour ofE:00 r.m. on
weekdays and between 2:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. on weekends.'
\\'ho is responsiblc fnr enlirrcing these restrictions?
Holl is this enfirrccd if footl is also being sen'cd?
l\'hv arc some establishments,, especialll in the Lincoln lltrk area, alloncd to operxte
after thcse hours?

Alcohol sales and consumption is prohibited at all arcades.
tlou can this he true n'hen thel are operated inside another establishment that tlocs

scn e alcohol?
Are pcrmits or licenses alloned to uailc this requirenrent?
It is believed thrt many rrcade could easily net $20,000 - over $50,fi)0 a month. They art
wuolly in low income areas and not dlowed in downtown districts such as our
Downtown Business and Entertrilment Overlay District?
1A'h1- is the ro a restriction to the Overlal District?
ls there more or less scrutinl on the arcadcs in affluent areas than lorr income areas?

Is it true that special governmcntal itrcentives sre given to certain ethnic groups to open
certain stores rnd arcrdes ir predominantly black and browtr neighborhoods?

What can be done for the hanging out in front of stores all day and all night that post

'No Loitering"?
Whrt is it that we want?

Regular insprctions and proper licensure ofapprovcd cstahlishments
(lrackdown on unlicenscd establishments or thosc out of compliance
.,1 clegr understanding of the role of the sheriff and our krcal police dcpartmcnt

concerning arcadcs
Establishmenfs that havc a license to run an arcade clearll displav ARCADI',
signs and oncs that tell an1 patron "NO CASH TO PLAY*
Ensurc stores and eating cstablishrnents are inspected routinclr not onll h1 codc

enforcement bul llso health department and other licensing agencics.
l,an enforcement officcrs to be more visiblc in and around these

establislrments to curb prostitution, and food strmp fraud. Pcrhaps the
cit)' can have thc a law enforccment partnership u'ith thc shcrilT to havc a

busincss code law enforcemcnt officer whose role is to insurc business
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ownen maintain e bonilide business and not so much to shut them down.
Businesses out of compliance must be shut down, No exceptions.

Better informing ofcitizens by letter when new businesses and new business

owners rre seeking approval to open a business or a new business within a

business. (Smoke houses, vapors, etc.)
Understending the impact the closing ofthese illegal arcadeVstores will have on the

surrounding residents
Having commitments from business ownen to use locsl residents when ever

possible for jobs,
Determine the extent these businesses give back to the community?

Provide the necessary resounces so thrt the police department can see these

concerns as a priority in our communi(v.
And So much more!!!!!

We realize this is a long laundry list of concerns; they are, however, our concerns. Wc look
forward to discussing these concerns and discussing how we can better have a safer community.
As you can see the use of the Public Comment Section of the Cify Commission's agenda would
not have allowed us the opportunity to fully discuss this concern. Therefore, I am sending the
City Commissioners a copy of these concerns and perhaps as you saidr "This may initiate
discussion by the Commission to further explore this matter'.

I look forward to hearing from you. Please feel free to contact me.

You are blessed,

wI

Dr. Pinkie W. Hendley


