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APPLICATION FORM
There is no guarantee that funding will be available for every application submitted, including those that meet the
required criteria. Applications will be evaluated, and the four highest ranked properties will be awarded the grant. 

To review full grant program overview, visit: FPRA Incentive Program | Fort Pierce, FL - Official Website
(choosefortpierce.com)  

Property Details:

Parcel ID Number:*

241060700040006

If you do not have your parcel ID, visit https://www.paslc.org/property-search/ to obtain.

Grant Property Address:*

500 Orange Ave Fort Pierce, FL 34950

Property Owner's Name:*

Stan & Jean Synkoski

Building's New Use(s) (if applicable):

Meeting and Event Venue

Building's Existing Use(s):*

Meeting and Event Venue

Lease Term (if applicable):

2023 COMMERCIAL FACADE GRANT PROGRAM APPLICATION - Submission #3361

Date Submitted: 11/4/2023

https://choosefortpierce.com/969/FPRA-Incentive-Program
https://www.paslc.org/property-search/


Applicant Information:

Applicant Name:*

Stan Synkoski

Applicant Title (Business Owner, Property Owner, Business Partner, etc):*

Business and Property Owner

Email Address:*

insynkinc@gmail.com  or  fivehundredorange@gmail.com

Phone Number: *

3013325692

Business Information:

Legal Business Name:

4616 Investment, LLC dba 500 ORANGE EVENT CENTER

Business Type (Restaurant, Retail, Office, etc):

Meeting and Event Center

Employer Identification Number / Tax ID:

81-5068224

Number of Years in Business:

sjklli

Number of Years at Current Address:

2005 COCONUT DRIVE



If not currently open for business at this location, when do you expect to open?

Project Details:

Grant amount requested?

$19,391.26

Note: This grant offers financial assistance in the form of a reimbursable grant, matching 50% up to $25,000.   

What is the total cost of the project?

$38,782.53

The costs must be verified by licensed contractors. 

Estimated timeframe for the completion of the project:

30-60 days after approval

The project must be started within six (6) months from the date of the FPRA Board approval and completed within 12
months of the building permit issuance. Failure to do so, without an approved deviation by the FPRA, will result in
termination of the grant.

Awnings/Canopies

Signs

Walls

Fencing

Landscaping/Irrigation

Mural/Art Installation

Exterior Painting

Building Facade

Windows/Doors

Parking lot repaving, resealing, and/or restriping

Patio deck

Roofing

Security cameras/system

Other (explain in narrative below)

General Description of Proposed Improvements:*

Narrative describing the project, improvements to be made, and why this funding is necessary:*

These improvements will add elegance and additional exposure to this historical structure located in the heart of the great city of Fort 
Pierce, FL. Applicant has made significant investments in the rehabilitation of this historical structure. Due to severe cost overruns during 
the rehabilitation process the applicant/owner ran out of funds and was not able to complete the aesthetic improvements highlighted in this 
application. The applicant/owner is now ready to move forward with the improvements. Applicant plans to complete the following: 
Addition of decorative awnings, repair of stucco and painting of front facade facing Orange Avenue, reglazing and painting of historical 
windows facing Orange Ave, addition of decorative lighting on upper facade, addition of 2 security cameras to protect building and 
proposed improvements. SEE ATTACHED DETAILED EXPANATION AND SPECIFICATIONS OF PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS. 



Narrative detailing approach to fully fund this project. Note: This is a dollar-for-dollar matching grant.*

Project will be funded with personal savings from Stan & Jean Synkoski

Narrative describing how this project will address the priorities of the FPRA as outlined in the Redevelopment Plan. This
narrative shall identify community benefits resulting from the project.*

The impact of these improvements will be visible to 20,000+ vehicles entering our great City on Orange Avenue, the Gateway to downtown 
Fort Pierce. The impact of the proposed improvements will, most certainly add to the charm and elegance and help project a positive 
impression to local residents and the many visitors arriving here for the first time and/or repeat experiences at our City and Beaches. SEE 
DETAILED NARRATIVE ATTACHED. 

To view the FPRA Plan, visit: https://cityoffortpierce.com/DocumentCenter/View/9381/2020-Updated-FPRA-Plan

Required Documentation:

Color photograph of the existing condition of the FRONT of building (1 of 2):*
EPSON012.PDF

Color photograph of the existing condition of the FRONT of building (2 of 2):*
EPSON012.PDF

Project plans and renderings and any other relevant materials that convey the physical improvements proposed to be
made:*
EPSON013.PDF

Design and construction plans for the proposed improvements.*
EPSON013.PDF

Provide examples of project colors, design, materials and specifications.*
EPSON013.PDF

Proof of ability to fully fund the project.*
EPSON018.PDF

Attach a letter describing why this property should be selected to receive a grant. Please include how this project meets
the goals and objectives of the FPRA Plan.*
EPSON017.PDF

Cost Estimates*
EPSON016.PDF
A minimum of one (1) cost estimate from a licensed contractor issued within the previous 90 days of this application
submission. Estimates should be broken out in detail, especially if any non-eligible improvements are being completed,
as this allows FPRA to compare based on only grant eligible improvements being performed.

Signature

https://cityoffortpierce.com/DocumentCenter/View/9381/2020-Updated-FPRA-Plan


Electronic Signature*

Stanley A. Synkoski

I certify that the information provided in this application is true and accurate to the best of my ability and no false or
misleading statements have been made to secure approval of this application.

By typing your name in the box above, you are signing the document electronically. You agree that your electronic
signature has the same validity as your handwritten signature. 







                 
 
 
 
DATE: November 4, 2023 
T0: FPRA Commercial Façade Grant Administrator 
RE: COMMERCIAL FACADE GRANT 
 
 
 
As the owner of the property located at 500 Orange Avenue Fort Pierce, FL 34950 we respectfully 
submit our application for the Commercial Facade Grant. We purchased this building in late 2017 from 
the City of Fort Pierce. This structure was built in 1935 and is proudly listed on the “National Register of 
Historic Places” in Washington, DC. The building, constructed under the Works Progress Administration 
(WPA) served as the Post Office and Federal District Courthouse for 85+ years. The building now serves 
as a wedding and event center and over the past 2 years, the owners of this property have worked with 
several local, nonprofit and civic organizations providing substantial discounts, and in some cases “free” 
rental” of the venue for various fundraising and community events (i.e. Main Street Fort Pierce, United 
Way, SLCFD, Hope Lives, Florida Faith Alliance, Boys & Girls Clubs and many more).  
 
Prior to our purchase, this structure stood vacant and unattended for 20+ years. The building was 
deteriorating rapidly and in a total state of disrepair. The roof and windows were leaking, the walls and 
ceiling were falling down, and termite and rodent infestation was clearly apparent. The exterior 
presentation was that of a “run down, vacant, abandoned building. Due to negligence in the 
maintenance of the exterior of the building the areas surrounding the building became a “litter trap” 
and was constantly filled with trash and debris. In summary this property was an eyesore located on the 
main corridor to our great city.  
 
We are local residents, and we could not allow this to continue. With clear vision and perseverance, we 
took on the challenge and have been working on renovating this Historic Structure for the past five and 
a half years. To date we have contributed personal funds in excess of $600,000 in our efforts to preserve 
and enhance this beautiful structure. While a lot has been done to date, we have much more work to 
complete.  Because the building was vacant and in disrepair for such a long period, few people 
understand what it is today. There is a need for a nice event venue in Fort Pierce and we just need to let 
everyone know they DO NOT need to leave our city to find a suitable venue.  
 
Our current plans for additional work on the exterior of the building includes the following:  
 

1) Addition of awnings on front windows to enhance aesthetic appeal of building, build awareness 
and add elegance to the structure.    
Fabrication and mounting of frames, mounting of canvas.  
*This upgrade has already been approved by the Fort Pierce Historical Preservation Board and 
on our original permit submittal for the renovations. (see attached rendering).    
ESTIMATED COST: $16,500.00 
  



2) Repair wood and window glazing around all exterior windows facing Orange Ave. Due to the 
historic nature of the building the existing windows (circa 1935) must remain in place. These are 
individual pane windows that need to be re glazed and repainted. Window glazing is a tedious 
process as each window has 20 individual panes and each pane must be worked on separately. 
We have over 80 individual panes that need to be glazed and repainted.  We also need to repair 
stucco and repaint areas designated for the awnings highlighted above.   
ESTIMATED COST: $13,450.00  
 
 

3) Add decorative LED lighting to upper façade on the south, east and west side of building. Once 
again, this lighting will add elegance to the structure and will be very complementary to the LED 
lighting the city has recently installed on the lamp posts along this major gateway to Fort Pierce. 
ESTIMATED COST $7,479.00 

 
4) Add two additional security cameras to monitor, discourage and prevent any disturbance to the 

improvements. This will also act as a deterrent to leaving  trash in the surrounding area.  
ESTIMATED COST $1,353.53 

 
 

TOTAL ESTIMATED COSTS FOR ALL IMPROVEMENTS: $38,782.53 
 
We feel that these improvements are perfectly aligned with the goals and objectives highlighted in 
the proposal documents for the Commercial Façade Grant. More specifically we provide the detail 
below:  
 

• VISUAL IMPACT: 
The proposed improvements will most certainly add aesthetic appeal to a building located at a 
main intersection that is a gateway to our Great City. As motorists and pedestrians pass by,  
the proposed improvements will add elegance and visual appeal to this iconic structure.  
 

• ACTIVATION 
As highlighted above, this building was vacant for 20 years prior to our taking ownership in 
2017. We spent the last 4 years years renovating the structure and while we have put forth 
our best efforts to transform the building into a successful event venue, we have not 
experienced the bookings needed to achieve profitability.  
Our largest problem is awareness. Folks do not know we are a first-class event center. While 
potential customers walk and drive by the building daily, they often tell us “I never knew this 
was an event venue”.  While this is not a vacant building today, it very well could be if we are 
not able to solve the awareness issue, increase reservations and maintain a profitable 
business. We firmly believe that the proposed improvements will, in fact, solve this problem.  
 

• TYPE 
The 500 ORANGE Event center clearly meets the goals and objectives of being a “TARGETED 
TIER” project. The City needs an event venue like this to prevent potential customers from 
booking events in surrounding counties and municipalities. 
 
 
 



• FPRA PLAN 
The main objective of the FPRA is “to support revitalization of the commercial corridor”. The 
500 Orange building, at one time, was the center of activity in Fort Pierce. It was surrounded 
by a wide array of thriving local, regional, and national retail establishments. In essence this 
was “Downtown Fort Pierce”. We believe that our efforts can be the catalyst for additional 
revitalization of the surrounding properties. We feel it is critical that we demonstrate the 
ability to operate a successful  business on the west side of US 1,  and this will, in fact, 
stimulate others to manifest the potential of the surrounding properties. This building is 
located at a main intersection (5th Street and Orange Avenue), the gateway entrance to our 
city and is also the anchor property to the recently designated “Peacock Arts District”.  

 
We recently had the honor of bringing the “2021 Florida Preservation Award for Adaptive Use of a 
Building” to our great city. We were one of only two in the entire State of Florida to receive such and 
award (see attached).  In addition, National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
presented us the “Excellence in Historic Preservation Award for 2021” (see attached).  We were honored 
to receive the City Mayor “Golden Hammer Award” in November of 2022.  
 
We are not a large developer. We are 2 local residents who take a great deal of pride in our City of Fort 
Pierce.  It was an honor to bring these awards to our city. We are hopeful that with these additional 
renovations we can continue to operate a successful business and continue to enhance the impression 
of  visitors coming into Fort Pierce via Orange Ave. .  
 
We look forward to working with you and your staff and sincerely hope that the review committee 
understands our past, present, and future efforts to preserve and enhance this city treasure.   
 
Warm regards,  
 
Stan & Jean Synkoski 
 
 

   
 
 

500 ORANGE EVENT CENTER 
500 Orange Avenue 
Fort Pierce, FL 34950  
301 332- 5692 
fivehundredorange@gmail.com 

mailto:fivehundredorange@gmail.com
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