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• In 2016, the St. Lucie County Board of
County Commissioners asked voters to
approve a ½ Cent Infrastructure Sales
Tax to address the backlog of deferred
maintenance projects. The initiative
only received 48 percent of the votes.



• In 2018, the St. Lucie County worked
with the cities of Fort Pierce and Port
St. Lucie to ask voters again to
consider the ½ Cent Sales Tax with a
focus on “Better Roads, More
Sidewalks and Cleaner Rivers.” This
time it was approved by 56 percent of
the voters.



Every Dollar Stays Here

Visitors Will Contribute 15 to 20%

It Doesn’t Apply to All Purchases

Four Layers of Protection
q Local Citizen Oversight Committee

q Florida law ensures the money can only be used for projects

q Local Ordinances define where money will go

q Local elected officials approve the projects



Completed
49

 Ongoing/Planned
22

Sales Tax Projects

Completed Planned/Ongoing

$47,317,450 Invested++



Most funds are specific purpose; Sheriff,
Other Constitutionals, Mosquito Control,
Building Department, Tourism.

Amount of money over which the Board
has discretion is just a portion of the
budget.

Roads, bridges and culverts funded out
of gas tax revenues have been declining
or stagnant as costs continue to rise.

Funding roads, bridges, culverts out of
General Fund would result in service
reductions elsewhere.

Why can’t the
City/County
use the money
already raised?



Benefits of a
Sales Tax vs.
Property Tax?

Share the burden.

Visitors will contribute 15 to 20%.

Everyone who uses our roads,
sidewalks and rivers will help pay, not
just businesses and property owners.

Ad valorem (property) taxes are 100
percent paid by property owners.



How much is
the tax and for
how long?

½ Cent for 10 Years

Palm Beach, Indian River, Martin
Brevard & Okeechobee at 7.0

Applies to only first $5,000 of
sales cars, boats

Cost average family about $50
per year



How Much
Money Does
the Sales Tax
Generate?

Annually 
BOCC - $15.4 million
Port St. Lucie - $13.6 million
Fort Pierce - $2.8 million
St. Lucie Village - $36,000

 Total $31.8 million



How Much
Money Does
the Sales Tax
Generate?

10-year timeframe 
BOCC - $179.3 million
Port St. Lucie - $158 million
Fort Pierce - $32.6 million
St. Lucie Village - $400,000

 Total $370.3 million



 • Municipalities updating project lists for the next 10 years

• St. Lucie BOCC vote to add a 10-year extension to the

Nov. 2026 ballot

• Municipalities conduct educational/information meetings

with civic groups and HOAs in the summer/fall.

Next Steps



 

www.slchalfcent.org

Questions?


