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Bunwin, Inc. 

111 Orange Ave. Suite 300 

Fort Pierce, FL 34950 

 

To: City Clerk for submission in the official submittal package for the proposed Conditional Use 

agenda on June 1, 2026. 

Submitted by:  Steven Tarr, Property Owner (510 Orange Ave.) 

Re: 510 Orange Ave. Legacy Scholars School – PZCON2025-00010 

 

Summary of Events (Details below): The Applicant began the Conditional Use for the school 

over 12 months ago.  Approximately $1 million will be spent to improve a building that has been 

vacant for 25 years in a neighborhood of old buildings, none of which can meet current code 

requirements.  During that time, in spite of support by both adjacent neighbors, the applicant has 

responded to every staff request only to find that the goalposts keep being moved back by an 

overzealous staff.  Please read the timeline of facts below. 

 

Conditional Use Request 

12-month Timeline of Events 

Material Facts For Quasi-judicial Hearing on June 1, 2026 

 

May 28, 2025 – Pre-Application Meeting with Planning Department 

The email below summarizes the pre-application meeting where the applicant spelled out their 

plans to the Planning Department.  The email is optimistic and no adverse responses occurred 

nor were any obstacles mentioned, including any negative issue with the Orange Avenue drop off 

location.   
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Also, on May 28, 2025, the owner next door at 500 Orange Ave. (Stan) agrees to join our parking 

lots to allow the drop off/pick ups to occur. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

July 15, 2025 – Upon requirement from the City, even though no new construction, a survey is 

completed at a cost of $4,000.  

 

August 15, 2025 – The plans with survey are uploaded to the Planning Department (see email 

below). 

 

 

September 4, 2025 – Email for the Planning Department regarding projected timing of approval 

(below). 
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September 18, 2025 – TRC Meeting where only the Engineering Department issued a denial to 

move forward.  Other departments either had no comment or had conditions.  

October 1, 2025 – Being frustrated with the lack of communication, we tried to get Mr. Chess 

involved for help (below). 

 

October 3, 2025 – Engineering Department finally forwards their comments from the TRC 

Meeting, including requiring use of the Avenue A drop off, not using Orange Ave. 

October 7, 2025 – Neighbor First Methodist Church agrees to allow drop off/pick up on Avenue 

A. 

October 10, 2025 – Submit a new drop off plan to Planning. 

October 14, 2025 – Meet with Chris and Vennis at City Hall (Kev is out of the country) to 

discuss outstanding issues they have. 

 

October 17, 2025 – Revised plans received by Planning Department (below). 
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October 23, 2025 – A new agreement with First Methodist Church is signed. 

October 30, 2025 – We all meet with Mr. Chess at City Hall.  He invites the other departments.   

October 30, 2025 – Email to Mr. Chess following the meeting (below). 

 

November 4, 2025 – Engineering now requires a full traffic study, not just a traffic statement as 

per the TRC recommendations read.  The traffic study is scheduled and $4,000 more. 

December 16, 2026 – Meeting with Engineering at City Hall to discuss procedure. 

February 17, 2026 – The completed traffic study is received. 

February 24, 2026 - The completed traffic study and revised plans are submitted to Planning. 

March 20, 2026 – After no reply from Planning for weeks, we receive an email from Vennis 

(below). 

 

April 2, 2026 – Engineering allows us to go to Planning Board agenda. 

April 13, 2026 – Planning Board approves unanimously; however, one board member raises 

concerns and adds additional conditions.   

April 15, 2026 – Revised plans addressing the new conditions are hand delivered to Vennis.  He 

informs us that the City Attorney must review prior to moving forward. 



5 
 

April 22, 2026 – New documents are drafted and executed by the Church and submitted to 

Planning addressing the outstanding issues.  Again, it requires City Attorney review. 

April 24, 2026 – The City Attorney has not elaborated on the issues she has a problem with (see 

below). 

 

April 29, 2026 – Still waiting on City Attorney (see below). 

 

 

April 30, 2026 – Response from Vennis. 
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May 7, 2026 – We request this matter to be moved on to the Commission agenda with or without 

staff approval. 

 

May 19, 2026 – We attempt to communicate with Vennis to resolve some issues prior to June 1.  

His response is to not accommodate us further (below). 

 

 

May 21, 2026 – Our team prepares to present at the quasi-judicial hearing on June 1, 2026. 

 


