
           
CIVIL SERVICE APPEALS BOARD ADMINISTRATIVE MEETING AGENDA

 
Civil Service Appeals Board - Wednesday, February 18, 2026 - 3:00 p.m.
Fort Pierce Sunrise Center - Building Department Conference Room, 3rd Floor, 300 Orange Avenue, Fort
Pierce, Florida

 

           
1. CALL TO ORDER
 

2. ROLL CALL
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
 

A. Approval of Minutes from the December 17, 2025 meeting. 
 
B. Approval of Minutes from the January 21, 2026 Appeals Hearing. 

 
4. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

Any person who wishes to comment on any subject on this Agenda may be heard at this
time.  Please limit your comments to no more than three (3) minutes, as this section of the
Agenda is limited to fifteen minutes.  The Civil Service Appeals Board will not be able to take
any official action under “Comments from the Public” section. 

 

5. NEW BUSINESS
 

A. Discussion regarding CSAB Attorney 
 
B. Determination of jurisdiction to hear a request of Jordan Hutchinson, St. Lucie County Fire

District, for CSAB Hearing. 
 
6. STAFF COMMENTS
 

7. BOARD COMMENTS
 

8. ADJOURNMENT
 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons
with disabilities needing special accommodation to participate in this meeting should contact the City
Clerk’s Office at (772) 467-3065 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.





   
Civil Service Appeals Board Admin Mtg - 3:00
PM 3. A.        

Meeting Date: February 18, 2026  

SUBJECT:
Approval of Minutes from the December 17, 2025 meeting.

Attachments
Minutes 



MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CIVIL SERVICE APPEALS BOARD OF THE CITY OF
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA, HELD IN THE 2ND FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM, CITY HALL, 100
NORTH U.S. #1, FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA, AT 3:00 P.M. ON  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2025.
 

               
1. CALL TO ORDER
 
  Chairman Amandro called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
 
2. ROLL CALL
Present: Vice-Chair Thora Moore; Paul Vollrath; Chairman Frank Amandro; Steven DiPalma 

Absent: Alisa Atkinson 

Staff Present: Jared Sorensen, Human Resources Manager
Lynda Aransevia, Human Resources Coordinator
Linda Cox, City Clerk

Attendees: Ron Cason, CSAB Attorney

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
 

A. Approval of Minutes of the November 19, 2025 meeting.   
 
  Motion was made by Vice-Chair Thora Moore, seconded by Paul Vollrath to approve

minutes. 

  AYE: Paul Vollrath, Steven DiPalma, Chairman Frank Amandro, Vice-Chair Thora Moore 
Passed 

 
4. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

Any person who wishes to comment on any subject on this Agenda may be heard at this
time.  Please limit your comments to no more than three (3) minutes, as this section of the
Agenda is limited to fifteen minutes.  The Civil Service Appeals Board will not be able to take
any official action under “Comments from the Public” section.

 
  No comments from the public.
 
5. NEW BUSINESS
 

A. Swearing-in of newly appointed Commission appointed member - Steven DiPalma   
 
  City Clerk Linda Cox confirmed that Mr. Steven DiPalma completed the Sworn Oath of

Office for his role on the Civil Service Appeals Board which will be kept on file in the Office
of the City Clerk.

 



B. Reaffirmation of Paul Vollrath as Civil Service Appeals Board 5th member.   
 
  Ms. Cox announced that now that we have a full board with the addition of Mr. DiPalma, it

was recommended that the board reaffirm Mr. Paul Vollrath as the fifth member of the
Board.

 

  Motion was made by Vice-Chair Thora Moore, seconded by Chairman Frank Amandro to
approve Paul Vollrath as the 5th member of the Civil Service Appeals Board 

  AYE: Paul Vollrath, Steven DiPalma, Chairman Frank Amandro, Vice-Chair Thora Moore 
Passed 

 
C. Review and discussion regarding request for a formal appeal hearing from Michelle

McClendon before the Civil Service Appeals Board; setting hearing date as appropriate.
  

 
  Ron Cason, Attorney for the Civil Service Appeals Board, was present and inquired about

the status of Board alternates and reimbursement to Board members.   Ms. Cox confirmed
that Board members must be City Residents and that the city continues to actively solicit for
members of the Board.  Additionally, there is no longer any reimbursement for participation
on the board as that is actually in conflict with City Charter.  Prior amendments to the charter
with regard to the CSAB were done without referendum and during the recodification of the
Code, the sections reverted back to their original language.

Jared Sorensen, Human Resources Manager, provided a recommendation that based upon
his review of the rules, Ms. McClendon falls under the jurisdiction of the CSAB and the
appeal was filed in accordance with the rules and therefore her request for an appeal is
recommended to be set for a hearing.

After discussion, the Board agreed to set the hearing for January 21, 2026 in Chambers with
an alternate date of January 28, 2026.

 
6. STAFF COMMENTS
 
  Mr. Sorensen indicatred that he was still working on the Personnel Rules and Regulations.
 
7. BOARD COMMENTS
 
  There were no Board comments.
 
8. ADJOURNMENT
 
  Meeting was adjourned at 3:29 p.m.
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Civil Service Appeals Board Admin Mtg - 3:00
PM 3. B.        

Meeting Date: February 18, 2026  

SUBJECT:
Approval of Minutes from the January 21, 2026 Appeals Hearing.

Attachments
Minutes Jan 2026 



MINUTES OF A CIVIL SERVICE APPEALS BOARD HEARING OF THE CITY OF FORT PIERCE,
FLORIDA, HELD IN THE COMMISSION CHAMBERS, 100 N US HIGHWAY 1, FORT PIERCE,
FLORIDA, AT 6:00 P.M. ON  WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2026.
 

               
1. CALL TO ORDER
 
  Chairman Frank Amandro called the hearing to order at 6:00 p.m.
 
2. ROLL CALL
Present: Vice-Chair Thora Moore; Paul Vollrath; Chairman Frank Amandro; Steven DiPalma; Kori

Benton 

Absent: Alisa Atkinson 

Staff Present: Linda Cox, City Clerk

Attendees: Ron Cason, CSAB
Angelique Lyons, Attorney for City of Fort Pierce

3. SWEARING-IN OF NEW BOARD MEMBER
 
  Linda Cox, City Clerk, issued the oath of office to the new Board member, Kori Benton.
 
4. APPEAL HEARING

               Michelle McClendon, Appellant v. City of Fort Pierce, Appellee
 
  The Civil Service Appeal Hearing in the Matter of Michelle McClendon commenced.   Ms.

McClendon was sworn in and represented herself. 
Ron Cason represented the Civil Service Appeals Board.
Angelique Lyons represented the City of Fort Pierce and presented the City's case.
Ms. Lyons moved into evidence Exhibits 1, 2, 3, 4, 5a, 5b, 6, 7a, 7b, 12, 13, 14, 15.
Sara Hedges was sworn in and offered testimony.
Exhibits 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 21, 22, 8, 9, 10, 11, 22 ,23 were moved into evidence.
Abigail Thompson was sworn in and offered testimony.
Exhibit 24 was moved into evidence.
Jared Sorsensen was sworn in and offered testimony.
Exhibits 25, 26, 27 were moved into evidence.
Michelle McClendon and Angelique Lyons offered closing remarks.
The Civil Service Appeals Board had a brief discussion and there was a unanimous roll call vote
to affirm termination.
A written order of the board's decision will be issued within five days.
 

 
5. ADJOURNMENT
 
  The hearing was adjourned at 11:03 p.m.
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Civil Service Appeals Board Admin Mtg - 3:00
PM 5. A.        

Meeting Date: February 18, 2026  

SUBJECT:
Discussion regarding CSAB Attorney

Attachments
No file(s) attached.



   
Civil Service Appeals Board Admin Mtg - 3:00
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Meeting Date: February 18, 2026  

SUBJECT:
Determination of jurisdiction to hear a request of Jordan Hutchinson, St. Lucie County Fire District, for
CSAB Hearing.

Attachments
No file(s) attached.
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