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In California, e-bikes are
treated like regular
bicycles and must
follow the rules of the
road.

E-Bikes



E-Bike Classes Explained

Class 1: Pedal-assist
• Pedal-assisted. 

• Power maxes out at 20mph. 

• Allowed wherever regular bicycles are
allowed.

• No minimum age

• No driver's license required

• Helmet required for 17 and under

Class 2: Throttle-controlled
• Has pedals or throttle-assisted. 

• Power maxes out at 20mph.  

• Allowed wherever regular bicycles are
allowed.

• No minimum age

• No driver's license required

• Helmet required for 17 and under 

Class 3: Pedal-assist
• Pedal or throttle-assisted. 

• Maxes out at 28mph. 

• Some restrictions on where they can be
ridden.

• Minimum age 16

• No driver's license required

• Helmet required for all ages



Not an E-Bike

Any e-bike that assists the rider over 28 mph is not street legal and must stay off of
roads, sidewalks and multi-use trails and paths.

Any vehicle designed and meant for off-road use is not to be used for street use.



Hawthorne Police Department
Response

The Hawthorne Police Department Traffic Bureau is
committed to improving safety for:

• Bicyclists
• Pedestrians
• Motorists

In order to promote public safety, the Hawthorne Police
Department Traffic Bureau proactively promoted responsible
e-bike use throughout the city.



Bicycle Safety Campaigns
The Traffic Bureau participated in multiple bicycle safety Operations in
partnership with the California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS).

The efforts were focused on both enforcement and education.
• Focused on safety violations such as:

•Riding on sidewalks
•Failing to stop at signals/signs
•Unsafe riding in traffic

When juveniles were stopped, parents were contacted and they were educated
as well.





E-Bike Safety
• Obey traffic laws, use hand signals, use lights at night (front white light and

rear red reflector), and wear a helmet. 

• Bicyclists must travel in the same direction of traffic and have the same requirements
as any slow-moving vehicle. 

• Avoid the door zone: do not ride too closely to parked cars. 

• If there’s a bike lane, use it, unless making a left turn, passing, or approaching a place
where a right turn is allowed. 

• Yield to pedestrians. Bicyclists must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians within marked
crosswalks or within unmarked crosswalks at intersections, and between intersections
where pedestrians may cross. 

• Bicyclist are prohibited from riding on the sidewalk in the City of Hawthorne.



Subsequent Operations

The Hawthorne Police Department Traffic Bureau proactively launched another
round of e-bike enforcement in coordination with the start of the school year.

Focused on educating riders and improving safety for students, pedestrians, and
motorists alike.

• Over 100 e-bicyclists have been contacted and provided guidance on
the rules of the road, with an emphasis on lawful riding behavior and
community safety.





Ongoing Efforts
• Continued enforcement and education efforts.

• Online E-bike safety training courses. People who take the training will learn about
the different classifications of e-bikes, what to consider when purchasing an e-
bike, rules of the road and other important safety information:


