Hawthorne
Police
Deparrment

E-Bike Enforcement and Safety



E-Bikes

In California, e-bikes are
treated like regular
bicycles and must
follow the rules of the
road.




Pedal Assist 7 7 7

Throttle <~
Max Speed 20 mph 20 mph 28 mph
Class 1: Pedal-assist Class 2: Throttle-controlled Class 3: Pedal-assist
« Pedal-assisted. * Has pedals or throttle-assisted. « Pedal or throttle-assisted.
.« Power maxes out at 20mph. + Power maxes out at 20mph. *  Maxes out at 28mph.
- Allowed wherever regular bicycles are + Allowed wherever regular bicycles are « Some restrictions on where they can be
allowed. allowed. ridden.
«  No minimum age * No minimum age * Minimum age 16
- No driver's license required * No driver's license required « No driver's license required
- Helmet required for 17 and under * Helmet required for 17 and under * Helmet required for all ages \M"
h
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Not an E-Bike

Any e-bike that assists the rider over 28 mph is not street legal and must stay off of
roads, sidewalks and mulfi-use trails and paths.

Any vehicle designed and meant for off-road use is not to be used for street use.
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Hawthorne Police Department

Response

The Hawthorne Police Department Traffic Bureau is
commifted to improving safety for:

. Bicyclists
. Pedestrians
. Motorists

In order to promote public safety, the Hawthorne Police
Department Traffic Bureau proactively promoted responsible
e-bike use throughout the city.
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Bicycle Safety Campaigns o

The Traffic Bureau participated in multiple bicycle safety Operations in
partnership with the California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS).

The efforts were focused on both enforcement and education.
. Focused on sdfety violations such as:

*Riding on sidewalks
e Failing to stop aft signals/signs
e Unsafe riding in fraffic

When juveniles were stopped, parents were contacted and they were educated
as well.
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May iz National Bicycle Safety Month

The Hawthorna Police Department is encouraging everyone to be alert to keep
bicyclists safe. With the amival of warmer weather, more people are biking for
commufing, exercise or recreation, making it essential for all people to lock out for one
another and save lives,

According to the Mational Highway Traffic Safety Administration, there were 1,105
people killed while riding a kike in 2022, and an estimated 44,195 bicyclists weare
injured.

Bicycling is a great means of transportation and recreation, and everyone deserves to
ride to their destinafion safely, Whether vou are behind the wheel or on two wheels,
we all share the responsibility to move safely on curroads .

To help keep people biking or walking safe, the Hawthaorne Police Department's Traffic
Bureau will conduct multiple traffic safety operations throughout the month, focused
on driver behaviors that put bicyclists and pedestrians at risk, such as speeding,
making illegal tums, failure to yield right of way and stop sign/red light running.

The Hawthorne Police Department suggests the following safety tips for bicyclists and
drivers:
Drivers
#»  Slow down and follow the speed imit. Be careful traveling through intersections.
*  Look carsfully for bicychists and pedestrians before making o turn or opening a cor door
near streets or bike poths.
» Be paotient when troveling behind a bicyclist and give them space when passing.
California law requires drivers to change a lane, when possible, to poss bicyclists and
abworys pass with af least 3 feet of spoce.
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Hawthome Pofice Traffic Bureau: 310.348.2701 [LOB ANGELES REGID N AL Btk il
: LDB-ANBELES REMIDNAL Ruithy app [Google Play or

Apnple Store]

PRESS RELEASE {Continued) LA W ENFORCEMEHNAR

* MNewver dnve distracted orimpaired.

Bike Riders

» Use lights ot night.

»  Although not reguired for nders 15 and clder, always wear a properly secured helmet.
Helmets significantly reduce the chance of o head injury in the event of a crash.

+  Bicyclists must travel in the same direction of traffic and have the same requirements as
any slow-moving vehicle.

v Yield o pedestrians, just as a driver would. Pedestrians hawve the right-of-way within
marked or unmarked crosswalks of intersections.

Funding for this program is provided by a grant from the California Office of Traffic
safety, through the Natfional Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
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E-Bike Safety —

« Obey fraffic laws, use hand signals, use lights at night (front white light and
rear red reflector), and wear a helmet.

» Bicyclists must travel in the same direction of fraffic and have the same requirements
as any slow-moving vehicle.

« Avoid the door zone: do not ride too closely to parked cars.

* If there'’s a bike lane, use it, unless making a left turn, passing, or approaching a place
where a right turn is allowed.

* Yield fo Ioedeshjions. Bicyclists must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians within marked
crosswalks or within unmarked crosswalks af infersections, and between infersections
where pedestrians may cross.
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Subsequent Operations =

The Hawthorne Police Department Traffic Bureau proactively launched another
round of e-bike enforcement in coordination with the start of the school year.

Focused on educating riders and improving safety for students, pedestrians, and
motorists alike.

« Over 100 e-bicyclists have been contacted and provided guidance on

the rules of the road, with an emphasis on lawful riding behavior and
community safety.
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Fall Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety

The Howthorme P Department tr bureau has parficipated in numerous cperations

focused on the most dal : that put the safety of people biking or walking ot

sk These violotio ng, making illegal turns, faling to vield or provide nght of
ng to stop for signs and signals.

drivers and pedestrians can take numerous actions reduce the risk of getting injured
orin a crash:

Pedestrians

. Moke it easy for drivers to
azhlight, particularly at d
a careful crossing stree

: op for pedestians ot
marked and unmarked ¢ =, and between intersechons where pedestrians may
Cross.

Ao k ng crosswalks while waiting to make o right-hand turn.
Mewver e impaired.

Bicyclists
Obey traffic law : ignals, use lights at night {front white ight and
d wear o helmet.
lin the sarme direction of traffic and hawve the same requirements as
le.
donotndetococ
use it, unless moki
where a nght turn is cllowed.
Yield to ians. Bicych
crosswal thin unnnard
where o nans may
Bicyclist are prohibited from riding on the sid

CONTACT

Hawthome Pofice Traffic Bureaw:  310.349.2701 :
mobile app [Goog

Apple Siore]




Ongoing Efforts

« Continued enforcement and education efforts.

* Online E-bike safety training courses. People who take the training will learn about
the different classifications of e-bikes, what to consider when purchasing an e-

bike, rules of the road and other important safety information:
4 N
E-Bike Safety Course
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