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NOTICE is hereby .given in accordance with Chapter 551, Texas
Government Code, that a MEETING of the Election’s Commission
will be held on TUBESDAY, JANUARY 17, 1995 at 12:00 P.M. in the
Commissioners’ Courtroom Fxecutive Office of the Administration

Building, Edinburg, Hidalgo County, Texas, discussion and possible
action relating to the following business will be transacted:

1. Review of lLaws relating to the Flection Commission

2. Acceptance of Inventory

3. Review of Budget (1995)

Dated this the 13th day of lanuary, 1995
i
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Dated this the 13th day of January, 1995



i HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS | ACCOUNT NO: 010-414.000.

FIRREN

1995 BUDGET - APPROPRIATION DETAIL

' FUND: . GENERAL FUND
FUNCTION: ELECTION
DEPARTMENT: ELECTION EXPENSE
. ACTUAL EXPENDITURES FOR 1993 147,798.84
ESTIMATED EXPENDLTURES FOR 1884 .
FIRST 6 MOS. ACTUAL 114,843.96
LAST 6 MOS. ESTIMATED ' 135.,356.04
TOTAL FOR 1994 250, 200.00
1884 BUDGET TOTAL 45,747.50
TOTAL REQUEST FOR 1995 " 108,033.58

APPROVED FOR 1995 f 304,317.43

ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES BY OBJECT:

DESCRIPTION 0BJ 1894 19385 APPROVED
NO. BUDGET REQUEST 1995 BUDGET
SALARIES EMPLOYEES 03 17,461.50 18,334.58 138, 723. 43
LABOR TAXES 06 1,336.00 1,403.00 10,683. 00
HEALTH INSURANCE 07 1,520.00 1,937.00 15, 768. 00
EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT 08 1,223.00 1,284.00 8,711.00"
AUTO ALLOVANCE 09 1,000.00
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 10 80.00 79.00 587. 00
WORKER'S COMPENSATION 11 1,858.00 1,946.00 2,729.00
OFFICE EQUIPMENT 12
OTHER OFFICE SUPPLIES 14 6.8639.00 15, 000.00 20, 000. 00
DIESEL FUEL, GASOLINE 18 800.00 1,050.00 1,050.00
LUBRICANTS 19 100.00 ,
TIRES & TUBES 20 300.00 300.00 300.00
FOOD FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION 25 750.00
MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR.,PARTS,SER 30 600. 00 400. 00 400.00
OTHER REPAIR & MAINT. SUPPLIES 36 400.00 $00.00 500. 00
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH 47 900.00 1,000.00  2,100.00
" POSTAGE \ | 48 o ; 30, 000.00
TRAVEL EXPENSE == - 4 “;,% _ | 1,000.00
ADVERTISING - & .. _ 51 e ' co ,
" EQUIPMENT - REPAIRS 64 aoo oo;w:.g. aoo oo ' 5, ooo oo
" LANP ‘& BUILDING RENTALS 6S L - o
MACHINERY & EQUIP..— RENT 66 . 1 ooo oo _ 1 soo oo ‘ ‘1 soo 00
) LAUNDRY - - 73 " '500.00 ~ 500.00 500.00
‘ 'CONTRACTURAL ssnvxcss 82 1o.ooo.oo 50, 000. 00 50, 000. 00
MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT 95 '12,000.00 12,000.00
TOTAL 45,747.50 108,033.58 304,317.43
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ELECTION ADMINISTRATION EDINBURG, TEXAS

PO BOX 659 =
(210) 318-2570--(FAX) 318-2733

TEXAS ELECTION LAWS

SUBCHAPTER B. COUNTY ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR

SEC. 31.031. CREATION OF POSITION. (a) THE COMMISSIONERS COURT BY WRITTEN
ORDER MAY CREATE THE POSITION OF COUNTY ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE COUNTY.

(b) THE ORDER MUST STATE THE DATE THE CREATION OF THE POSITION OF ADMINISTRATOR
IS EFFECTIVE. THE EFFECTIVE DATE MAY NOT BE LATER THAN 12 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE
THE ORDER IS ADOPTED.

(c) TO FACILITATE THE ORDERLY TRANSFER OF DUTIES ON THE EFFECTIVE DATE, THE
ORDER MAY AUTHORIZE THE COMMISSIONERS COURT TO EMPLOY THE ADMINISTRATOR-DESIGNATE
NOT EARLIER THAN THE 90TH DAY BEFORE THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE CREATION OF THE
POSITION, AT A SALARY NOT TO EXCEED THAT TO BE PAID TO THE ADMINISTRATOR.

(d) NOT LATER THAN THE THIRD DAY AFTER THE DATE THE ORDER IS ADOPTED, THE
COUNTY CLERK SHALL DELIVER A CERTIFIED COPY OF THE ORDER TO:

(1) THE SECRETARY OF STATE;

(2) THE COMPTROLLER OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS; AND

(3) EACH MEMBER OF THE COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION.

PRECLEARANCE UNDER FEDERAL VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF CREATION OF POSITION, SEE NOTE
UNDER PREFACE.

SEC. 31.032. APPOINTMENT OF ADMINISTRATOR; COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION.
(a) THE POSITION OF COUNTY ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR IS FILLED BY APPOINTMENT
OF THE COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION, WHICH CONSIST OF:

(1) THE COUNTY JUDGE, AS CHAIRMAN;

(2) THE COUNTY CLERK, AS VICE-CHAIRMAN;

(3) THE COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR, AS SECRETARY: AND

(4) THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OF EACH POLITICAL PARTY THAT MADE NOMINATIONS BY
PRIMARY ELECTION FOR THE LAST GENERAL ELECTION FOR STATE AND COUNTY
OFFICERS PRECEDING THE DATE OF THE MEETING AT WHICH THE APPOINTMENT IS MADE.

(b) THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF A MAJORITY OF THE COMMISSION'S MEMBERSHIP IS
NECESSARY FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF AN ADMINISTRATOR.

(C) EACH APPOINTMENT MUST BE EVIDENCED BY A WRITTEN RESOLUTION OR ORDER SIGNED
BY THE NUMBER OF COMMISSION MEMBERS NECESSARY TO MAKE THE APPOINTMENT. NOT LATER
THAN THE THIRD DAY AFTER THE DATE AN ADMINISTRATOR IS APPOINTED, THE OFFICER WHO
PRESIDED AT THE MEETING SHALL FILE A SIGNED COPY OF THE RESOLUTION OR ORDER WITH
THE COUNTY CLERK. NOT LATER THAN THE THIRD DAY AFTER THE DATE THE COPY IS
FILED, THE COUNTY CLERK SHALL DELIVER A CERTIFIED COPY OF THE RESOLUTION OR ORDER
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE.
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PO BOX 659 = .
(210) 318-2570--(FAX) 318-2733

(d) THE INITIAL APPOINTMENT MAY BE MADE AT ANY TIME AFTER THE ADOPTION OF
THE ORDER CREATING THE POSITION.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS EXPRESSED THE OPINION THAT THE COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION
HAS NO AUTHORITY TO ORDER DISCIPLINARY ACTION AGAINST THE COUNTY ELECTIONS
ANMINISTRATOR. TEX. ATT'Y GEN. LO-88-62 (1988).

TERMINATION OF ADMINISTRATOR'S EMPLOYMENT, SEE SEC. 31.037.

SEC. 31.003. COMMISSION MEETINGS. (a) THE COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION SHALL
MEET AT THE CALL OF THE CHAIRMAN. HOWEVER, THE VICE-CHAIRMAN OR ANY THREE MEMBERS
OF THE COMMISSION MAY CALL A MEETING IF THE CALLING AUTHORITY CONSIDERS A MEETING
TO BE NECESSARY OR DESIRABLE AND THE CHAIRMAN FAILS TO CALL THE MEETING AFTER
BEING REQUESTED TO DO SO.

(b) THE AUTHORITY CALLING A MEETING SHALL SET THE DATE, HOUR, AND PLACE FOR
THE MEETING AND SHALL DELIVER WRITTEN NOTICE OF THE TIME AND PLACE TO EACH OTHER
COMMISSION MEMBER NOT LATER THAN THE FOURTH DAY BEFORE THE MEETING DATE.

(C) EACH MEMBER WHO IS PRESENT AT A MEETING IS ENTITLED TO VOTE ON ANY MATTER
THAT IS PUT TO A VOTE.

SEC. 31.034. ELIGIBILITY. TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR APPOINTMENT AS COUNTYCELECTIONS
ADMINISTRATOR, A PERSON MUST BE A QUALIFIED VOTER OF THE STATE.

SEC. 31.035, RESTRICTIONS ON POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. (a) A COUNTY ELECTIONS
ADMINISTRATOR MAY NOT BE A CANDIDATE FOR A PUBLIC OFFICE OR AN OFFICE OF A
POLITICAL PARTY, HOLD A PUBLIC OFFICE, OR HOLD AN OFFICE OF OR POSITION IN A
POLITICAL PARTY. AT THE TIME AN ADMINISTRATOR BECOMES A CANDIDATE OR ACCEPTS AN

OFFICE OR POSITION IN VIOLATION OF THIS SUBSECTION, HE VACATES THE POSITION OF
ADMINISTRATOR, .

(c) IN THIS SECTION, "CANDIDATE" MEANS A PERSON WHO HAS TAKEN AFFIRMATIVE
ACTION, AS DESCRIBED BY THE LAW REGULATING POLITICAL FUNDS AND CAMPAIGNS, FOR THE
PURPOSE OF GAINING NOMINATION OR ELECTION.,

PUNISHMENT FOR A CLASS A MISDEMEANOR, SEE NOTE UNDER SEC. 276.001.
DEFINITION OF '"CANDIDATE," SEE SEC. 251.001 (1)
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SEC. 31.036. RESIGNATION. THE COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION IS THE PROPER
AUTHORITY TO RECEIVE AND ACT ON A RESIGNATION FROM THE POSITION OF COUNTY
ADMINISTRATOR.

SEC. 31.037. TERMINATION OF EMPLOYMENT. THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE COUNTY ELECTIONS
ADMINISTRATOR MAY BE TERMINATED AT ANY TIME FOR GOOD AND SUFFICIENT CAUSE ON THE
FOURTH-FIFTHS VOTE OF THE COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION AND APPROVAL OF THAT ACTION
BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE COMMISSIONERS COURT.

SEC. 31.038. FILLING VACANCY. (a) A VACANCY IN THE POSITION OF COUNTY ELECTIONS
ADMINISTRATOR IS FILLED BY APPOINTMENT OF THE COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION.

(b) AN APPOINTMENT TO FILL ANTICIPATED VACANCY ARISING FROM A RESIGNATION TO
TAKE EFFECT AT A FUTURE DATE MAY BE MADE AT ANY TIME AFTER THE-RESIGNATION'IS/ACCEPTED.

SEC. 31.039. SALARY; STAFF; OPERATING EXPENSES. (a) THE COMMISSIONERS COURT
SHALL SET THE NUMBER OF DEPUTIES AND OTHER PERSONS THAT THE COUNTY ELECTIONS
ADMINISTRATOR MAY EMPLOY.

(b) THE SALARY OF THE ADMINISTRATOR MAY NOT EXCEED THE SALARY PAID TO THE
COUNTY CLERK, AND THE SALARIES PAID TO THE ADMINISTRATOR'S EMPLOYEES MAY NOT
EXCEED THE SALARIES PAID TO THE EMPLOYEES OF THE COUNTY CLERK IN COMPARABLE
POSITIONS.

(¢) THE COMMISSIONERS COURT MAY ALLOW THE AUTOMOBILE EXPENSE THAT IT CONSIDERS
NECESSARY TO THE ADMINISTRATOR AND TO ANY OF THE ADMINISTRATOR'S EMPLOYEES IN THE
PERFORMANCE OF THEIR OFFICIAL DUTIES.

(d) THE COMMISSIONERS COURT SHALL PROVIDE THE ADMINISTRATOR WITH SUITABLE
OFFICE SPACE AND WITH THE EQUIPMENT AND OPERATING EXPENSES NEEDED FOR THE PROPER
CONDUCT OF THE OFFICE.

(e) THE AMOUNT INITALLY APPROPRIATED BY THE COMMISIONERS COURT FOR THE
OPERATING EXPENSES OF THE ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE MAY NOT BE LESS THAN THE TOTAL
AMOUNT LAST APPROPRIATED TO THE COUNTY CLERK AND THE COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR
FOR ' THE FUNCTIONS ASSIGNED TO THE ADMINISTRATOR.
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SEC. 31.040. BOND. (a) BEFORE ASSUMING THE DUTIES OF A COUNTY ELECTIONS
ADMINISTRATOR, THE PERSON APPOINTED TO THE POSITION MUST GIVE A BOND THAT IS IN AN
AMOUNT SET BY THE COMMISSIONERS COURT, NOT TO EXCEED $20,000, PAYABLE TO THE

COUNTY JUDGE, APPROVED BY THE COMMISSIONERS COURT, AND CONDITIONED ON THE FAITHFUL
PERFORMANCE OF THE DUTIES OF THE POSITION.

(b) THE COMMISSIONERS COURT OR THE ADMINISTRATOR MAY REQUIRE ANY OR ALL OF THE
ADMINISTRATOR'S DEPUTIES, OTHER THAN UNPAID VOLUNTEER DEPUTY REGISTRARS, TO GIVE A
BOND SIMILAR TO THAT REQUIRED OF THE ADMINISTRATOR IN AN AMOUNT NOT EXCEEDING THE
AMOUNT OF THE ADMINISTRATOR'S BOND.

SEC. 31.041. SEAL. THE COUNTY ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR SHALL HAVE AN OFFICIAL
SEAL, ON WHICH SHALL BE INSCRIBED A STAR WITH FIVE POINTS SURROUNDED BY THE WORDS
"COUNTY ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR, COUNT, TEXAS", FOR USE IN
CERTIFYING OFFICER.

SEC. 31.042. TRANSFER OF RECORDS. AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE AFTER THE EFFECTIVE
DATE OF THE CREATION OF THE POSITION OF COUNTY POSITION OF COUNTY ELECTIONS
ADMINISTRATOR, THE OFFICER FORMERLY SERVING AS THE VOTER REGISTRAR SHALL TRANSFER
TO THE ADMINISTRATOR ALL RECORES PERTAINING TO VOTER REGISTRATION, AND THE COUNTY
OFFICER FORMERLY REQUIRED TO CONDUCT ELECTIONS SHALL TRANSFER TO THE ADMINISTRATOR
ALL VOTING EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES OF WHICH THE OFFICER HAS CUSTODY AND ALL RECORDS
IN THE OFFICER'S POSSESSION THAT PERTAIN TO AN UNCOMPLETED ELECTION. THE COMMIS-
SIONERS COURT SHALL DETERMINE WHICH RECORDS OF PRIOR ELECTIONS ARE TO BE TRANSFERED
TO THE ADMINISTRATOR AND WHICH ARE TO REMAIN WITH THE OFFICER.

SEC. 31.043. DUTIES OF ADMINISTRATOR GENERALLY. THE COUNTY ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR
SHALL PERFORM:

(1) THE DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE VOTER REGISTRAR;

(2) THE DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS PLACED ON THE COUNTY CLERK BY THIS CODE;

(3) THE DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS RELATING TO ELECTIONS THAT ARE PLACED ON THE
COUNTY CLERK BY STATUTES OUTSIDE THIS CODE, SUBJECT TO SECTION 31.044; AND

(4) THE DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS PLACED ON THE ADMINISTRATOR UNDER SECTIONS
31.044 AND 31.045.

OFFICE HOURS OF ADMINISTRATOR IN PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES OF COUNTY CLERK DURING AN
ELECTION PERIOD, SEE SEC. 31.122.

OFFICE HOURS ON CERTAIN ELECTION DAYS, SEE SEC. 12.004.
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SEC. 31.044. DIVISION OF CERTAIN DUTIES BETWEEN COUNTY CLERK AND ADMINISTRATOR.
(a) WHTH RESPECT TO MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSIONERS COURT, INCLUDING MEETINGS AT WHICH
THE ONLY BUSINESS CONDUCTED PERTAINS TO ELECTIONS, THE COUNTY CLERK SHALL PERFORM
HIS REGULARLY PRESCRIBED DUTIES IN GIVING NOTICE OF AND PREPARING THE AGENDA FOR
THE MEETINGS, ATTENDING THE MEETINGS AND MAKING A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDING,
PREPARING AND MAINTAINING THE MINUTES OF THE COURT, AND FILING AND PRESERVING
COPIES OF THE COURT!S.QRDERS; EXCEPT AS PROVIDED BY SUBSECTION (b).. THEx
COUNTY ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR SHALL COOPERATE WITH THE COUNTY CLERK IN SUPPLYING
INFORMATION ON ELECTION MATTERS THAT ARE TO BE BROUGHT BEFORE THE COURT AND SHALL
ATTEND OR BE REPRESENTED AT THE MEETINGS OF THE COURT AT WHICH ELECTION MATTERS
ARE CONSIDERED. THE COUNTY CLERK SHALL FURNISH THE ADMINISTRATOR WITH A COPY OF
EACH ORDER OF THE COURT THAT PERTAINS TO OR AFFECTS ELECTION, AND THE ADMINISTRATOR
SHALL MAINTAIN THE COPIES ON FILE.

(b) THE ADMINISTRATOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING THE CLERICAL ASSISTANCE NEEDED
BY THE COMMISSIONERS COURT IN CANVASSING PRECINCT ELECTION RETURNS. THE ADMIN-
ISTRATOR SHALL MAINTANIN THE OFFICAL FILE OF THE COURT'S TABULATION OF ELECTION
RESULTS, AND THE COUNTY CLERK NEED NOT MAINTAIN A FILE OF COPIES OF THE TABULATIONS.

(C) IN AN ELECION ON A MEASURE IN WHICH THE COMMISSIONERS COURT IS THE FINAL
CANVASSING AUTHORITY, IF A STATUTE REQUIRES THE COUNTY CLERK TO RECORD AN ORDER
OF THE COURT IN ITS MINUTES DECLARING WHETHER THE MEASURE CARRIED OR FAILED, THE
COUNTY CLERK SHALL PERFORM THE DUTY. A COPY OF THE ORDER SHALL ALSO BE FILED IN
THE OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR. IF A STATUTE REQUIRES THE COUNTY CLERK TO CERTIFY
THE RESULT OF THE ELECTION TO SOME OTHER AUTHORITY, THE CLERK SHALL PERFORM THAT
DUTY.

(d) IF A STATUTE PROVIDES FOR THE ORDERING OF AN ELECTION ON A MEASURE BY
THE COMMISSIONERS COURT, THE COUNTY JUDGE, OR ANOTHER COUNTY AUTHORITY ON
SUBMISSION OF A PETITION REQUESTING THE ELECTION, THE ADMINISTRATOR SHALL
PERFORM THE DUTIES THAT THE STATUTE PLACES ON THE COUNTY CLERK IN CONNECTION
WITH FILING THE PETITION, DETERMINING ITS VALIDITY, AND ANY OTHER MATTERS PRECEDING
THE ORDERING OF THE ELECTION.

(e) IF A STATUTE PRESCRIBING THE PROCEDURE FOR CREATING A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION
PROVIDES FOR THE ORDERING OF AN ELECTION BY A COUNTY AUTHORITY AS A STEP IN THE
CREATION PROCESS, THE ADMINISTRATOR SHALL PERFORM THE DUTIES PRECEDING THE ENTRY
OF THE ORDER ON WHETHER THE ELECTION WILL BE ORDERED, INCLUDING THE FILING OF
A PETITION FOR THE CREATION, THE HOLDING OF ANY HEARING ON THE PROPOSAL, THE
FILING OF ANY REPORT OR OTHER DOCUMENT THAT IS A STEP IN THE PROCEDURE, AND
THE TAKING OF ANY APPEAL FROM THE ORDER ON WHETHER THE ELECTION IS TO BE ORDERED.
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IF THE HOLDING OF AN ELECTION ORDERED BY A COUNTY AUTHORITY IS NOT ONE OF THE
STEPS IN THE CREATION PROCESS, THE COUNTY CLERK SHALL PERFORM THE DUTIES
PLACED ON THAT OFFICER IN CONNECTION WITH THE CREATION OF A POLITICAL
SUBDIVISION.

(f) IF A STATUTE PROVIDES THAT THE RETURN OF ANY ELECTION NOTICE FOR . ...
AN ELECTION ORDERED BY A COUNTY AUTHORITY IS TO BE RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE
COMMISSIONERS COURT, THE RETURN SHALL BE FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR.

(g) THE COUNTY CLERK IS THE PROPER OFFICER TO RECEIVE AND POST COPIES OF
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE XVII, SECTION 1, OF THE TEXAS
CONSTITUTION. HOWEVER, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ALSO SEND A COPY OF EACH
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE ADMINISTRATOR'S INFORMATION.

SEC. 31.045. CLASSIFICATION OF DUTIES BY SECRETARY OF STATE. (a) THE SECRETARY
OF STATE SHALL ADOPT RULES CONSISTENT WITH SECTIONS 31.043.:AND-31.044_ THAT.CLASSIFY
THE DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS PLACED ON THE COUNTY CLERK BY STATUTES OUTSIDE THIS CODE
ACCORDING TO WHETHER THEY ARE TO BE PERFORMED BY THE COUNTY ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR
OR BY THE COUNTY CLERK.

(b) IF THE ADMINISTRATOR OR COUNTY CLERK OF A COUNTY HAVING THE POSITION OF
ADMINISTRATIOR IS UNCERTAIN AS TO WHICH PERSON SHOULD PERFORM A DUTY OR FUNCTION
THAT THE SECRETARY HAS NOT CLASSIFIED, THE PERSON SHALL REQUEST THE SECRETARY TO
CLASSIFY THAT DUTY OR FUNCTION, AND THE SECRETARY SHALL COMPLY WITH THE REQUEST AS
SOON AS PRACTICABLE.

(c) THE SECRETARY SHALL DELIVER A COPY OF EACH RULE PROPOSED UNDER THIS SECTION
TO THE ADMINISTRATOR AND TO THE COUNTY CLERK OF EACH COUNTY HAVING THE POSITION OF
ADMINISTRATOR NOT LATER THAN THE FIFTH DAY AFTER THE DATE NOTICE OF THE PROPOSAL IS
PUBLISHED IN THE TEXAS REGISTER AND SHALL DELIVER A COPY OF EACH ADOPTED RULE TO
THOSE PERSONS NOT LATER THAN THE FIFTH DAY AFTER THE DATE THE CERTIFIED COPY OF THE
SECRETARY'S OFFICE. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THIS SUBSECTION DOES NOT AFFECT THE
VALIDITY OF A RULE.

(d) ON RECEIVING NOTICE OF THE CREATION OF THE POSITION OF ADMINISTRATOR IN A
COUNTY, THE SECRETARY SHALL DELIVER TO THE COUNTY CLERK A CURRENT SET OF THE RULES
ADOPTED UNDER THIS SECTION. ON RECEIVING NOTICE OF THE INITIAL APPOINTMENT OF THE
ADMINISTRATOR, THE SECRETARY SHALL DELIVER A SET OF THE RULES TO THE ADMINISTRATOR.
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(e) THE SECRETARY MAY, ON 30 DAYS' NOTICE, ADOPT A RULE CLASSIFYING A DUTY
OR FUNCTION IF THE RULE IS NEEDED IN A SHORTER TIME THAN PROVIDED BY THE REGULAR
RULEMAKING PROCESS. THE RULE IS CONSIDERED AN EMERGENCY RULE FOR PURPOSES OF
THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE AND TEXAS REGISTER ACT (ARTICLE 6252-13a, VERNON'S
TEXAS CIVIL STATUTES). THE SECRETARY IS NOT REQUIRED TO GIVE NOTICE OF THE
PROPOSED RULE UNDER SUBSECTION (c), BUT THE SECRETARY MUST GIVE NOTICE OF THE
RULE'S ADOPTION UNDER THAT SUBSECTION.

SEC. 31.046. MISDIRECTION OF DOCUMENT. (a) IF A DOCUMENT THAT SHOULD BE FILED
WITH OR SUBMITTED TO THE COUNTY ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR IS MAILED TO THE COUNTY
CLERK OR VICE VERSA, THE PERSON RECEIVING THE DOCUMENT SHALL NOTE ON THE DOCUMENT
OR THE ENVELOPE IN WHICH IT IS RECEIVED THE TIME OF ITS RECEIPT AND SHALL PROMPTLY
DELIVER IT TO THE PROPER PERSON. IF THE STATUTE UNDER WHICH THE DOCUMENT IS FILED
OR SUBMITTED DOES NOT SPECIFY THAT THE FILING OR SUBMISSION IS TO BE MADE WITH THE
ADMINISTRATOR IN A COUNTY HAVING THAT POSITION, THE TIMELINES OF THE FILING OR
SUBMISSION IS DETERMINED, AS APPROPRIATE:

(1) BY THE TIME OF MAILING; OR

(2) BY THE TIME OF RECEIPT BY THE PERSON TO WHOM THE DOCUMENT IS ADDRESSED.

(b) IF A DOCUMENT THAT SHOULD BE FILED WITH OR SUBMITTED TO THE COUNTY
ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR IS DELIVERED IN PERSON TO THE COUNTY CLERK OR VICE
VERSA, THE PERSON TO WHOM THE DELIVERY IS MADE SHALL DIRECT THE PERSON MAKING
THE DELIVERY TO THE PROPER OFFICE.

(C) IF A STATUTE SPECIFIES THAT A DOCUMENT IS TO BE FILED OR SUBMITTED TO THE
COUNTY CLERK WITHOUT SPECIFYING THAT THE FILING OR SUBMISSION IS TO BE MADE WITH:
THE COUNTY ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR IN A COUNTY HAVING THAT POSITION AND THE OFFICE
TO ACCEPT THE FILING OR SUBMISSION IS CHANGED TO THE ADMINISTRATOR UNDER THIS
SUBCHAPTER, A FILING OR SUBMISSION MADE WITH THE COUNTY CLERK HAS THE SAME LEGAL
EFFECT AS IF MADE WITH THE ADMINISTRATOR IF THE CLERK ACCEPTS AND FILES THE
DOCUMENT.

SEC. 31.047. ACTION BY WRONG OFFICER. IF A STATUTE SPECIFIES THAT AN ACTION
IS TO BE TAKEN BY THE COUNTY CLERK WITHOUT SPECIFYING THAT IT IS TO BE TAKEN BY
THE COUNTY ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR IN A COUNTY HAVING THAT POSITION, AN ACTION TAKEN
BY THE COUNTY CLERK WITHOUT OBJECTION FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR HAS THE SAME LEGAL
EFFECT AS IF TAKEN BY THE ADMINISTRATOR.
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SEC. 31.048. ABOLISHING POSITION. (a) THE COMMISSIONERS COURT BY WRITTEN
ORDER MAY ABOLISH THE POSITION OF COUNTY ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR AT ANY TIME.

(b) AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF AN ORDER ABOLISHING THE POSITION OF
ADMINISTRATOR, THE COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR IS THE VOTER REGISTRAR, AND
THE DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNTY CLERK THAT WERE PERFORMED BY THE
ADMINISTRATOR REVERT TO THE COUNTY CLERK, UNLESS A TRANSFER OF DUTIES AND
FUNCTIONS OCCURS UNDER SECTION 12.031 OR 31.071.

(C) NOT LATER THAN THE THIRD DAY AFTER THE DATE AN ORDER ABOLISHING THE
POSITION OF ADMINISTRATOR IS ADOPTED, THE COUNTY CLERK SHALL DELIVER A CERTIFIED
COPY OF THE ORDER TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND COMPTROLLER OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

SEC. 31.049. CRIMINAL PENALTIES. A STATUTE PRESCRIBING A CRIMINAL PENALTY
AGAINST THE COUNTY CLERK OR THE CLERK'S DEPUTIES OR OTHER EMPLOYEES FOR CONDUCT
RELATING TO DUTIES OR FUNCTIONS TRANSFERRED TO THE COUNTY ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR
APPLIES TO THE ADMINISTRATOR OR TO HIS DEPUTIES OR EMPLOYEES AS APPROPRIATE.
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