PROCLAMATION
 “BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH” 

WHEREAS, an estimated 15,381 Texas men and women will be diagnosed with breast cancer in 2006 and over 2,850 Texans will die of the disease; and  
WHEREAS, nationally, breast cancer is the most common form of cancer in women; and  

WHEREAS, it is expected that in 2006 there will be over 300 new case of breast cancer and over 70 deaths attributed to this disease in Hidalgo County; and
WHEREAS, research shows that breast cancer mortality could be reduced by at least 30 percent if women followed recommended breast cancer screening guidelines; and  

WHEREAS, all women have a chance of developing breast cancer and women 50 or older are the most likely to develop breast cancer.  African American women are the most likely to die of breast cancer than any other group of women; and
WHEREAS, getting a mammogram and breast exam only once is not enough and the American Cancer Society recommends that women get a mammogram and clinical breast examination every year beginning at age 40; and  

WHEREAS, a women has the greatest chance of successful treatment if breast cancer is found at an early stage and early detection practices are part of a good breast health routine; and 

WHEREAS, a good breast health routine includes a yearly mammogram, clinical breast examination and monthly breast self-examination; further, Medicare helps pay the cost of a yearly mammogram for women age 40 or older with Medicare Part B; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court, do hereby proclaim the month of October as
“Breast Cancer Awareness Month”
and urge all County residents to become aware that they are at risk and to discuss a screening program with their health care providers, and urge all other County citizens to encourage their loved ones to do so.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereby set our hands and caused the seal of the County of Hidalgo to be affixed this the ______ day of _______________  ______.



    _______________________________

Ramon Garcia, County Judge

________________________________

_________________________________

Sylvia S. Handy, Commissioner Pct. 1


Hector “Tito” Palacios, Commissioner Pct. 2

________________________________

_________________________________

Joe M. Flores, Commissioner Pct. 3


Oscar L. Garza Jr., Commissioner Pct. 4

