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DATE:
SUBJECT:

RATIONALE/NEED:

RECOMMENDATION:

COST:

Hidalgo County Head Start Program

Policy Council Agenda

March 28, 2007

Discussion/Approval of Policy on Access to Hidalgo County
Head Start Program Centers/Facilities/Program Activities

Access to the Head Start Centers/Facilities/Program
Activities is limited to children, employees, registered
volunteers, parents, legal guardians, persons designated
by parent to transport the child to and from home,
authorized community partners, authorized program
vendors and/or providers and authorized state and/or
federal officials. This has been a standard practice for
several years in order to meet the requirements of the
Texas Department of Family and Protective Services
Minimum Standards Rules for Licensed Child Care Centers.
In addition this procedure is a safety and security measure
for children and staff. At this time it is recommended as a
policy.

Administration recommends approval.

None

RELATED INFORMATION INCLUDES: Copy of Draft Policy
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INITIATED BY: Teresa Flores, Executive Director

REVIEWED BY: Teresa Flores, Executive Director

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S APPROVAL: C?‘:jﬁ‘*@"""" o
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Head Start Performance Standard Section — Child Health and Safety and | 03/20/07 — Originated

Management Systems and Procedures 03/28/07 — PC Approval
(Pending)

Subject: Safety 04/00/07 — Grantee Board
Approval (Pending)

Policy — Access to Head Start Centers, Facilities, & Program Activities Author — Administration

Policy To insure the safety and welfare of the children, staff, and property
of the Hidalgo County Head Start Program, no person(s) except
Head Start children, current parents or legal guardians and persons
designated by parent to transport the child to and from home, staff,
registered volunteers, authorized community partners, authorized
program vendors and providers delivering goods or services, state
and/or federal officials duly authorized to be present on the
premises will be allowed to enter Head Start centers, facilities, and
program activities.

Guidelines All persons having legitimate program business will be required to
provide identification and register in the Head Start facility’s front
office, or the program activities event venue.

Authorized program staff may refuse to allow persons having no
legitimate program business to enter Head Start centers, facilities,
and program activities. In the event that a person refuses to leave
peaceably on request, staff may call the local law enforcement
authority for assistance.

No person entering a Head Start center, facility, and/or a program
activity is permitted to obstruct, interfere with, or disturb the
normal operation of the program.

Reference: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services — Head Start
Program Performance Standards and Other Regulations (12/15/99)
Texas Department of Family and Protective Services — Minimum
Standards for Child-Care Centers (September, 2006)





