County of Hidalgo
State of Texas  

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, Hidalgo County is responsible for the operation and management of many and various governmental programs as required or authorized by state law; and 

WHEREAS, the state of Texas, acting through the Texas Legislature or through a state agency or executive order, may enact laws or promulgate rules that have the effect of imposing mandatory financial obligations upon Texas counties; and

WHEREAS, such unfunded mandates disproportionately burden local property taxpayers with paying for state programs, resulting in local tax increases and/or cutbacks in local programs; and

WHEREAS, Texas counties cannot achieve reliable financial planning and the necessary bond ratings sufficient to support county related obligations when the state mandates a new program that is not fully funded, reduces or fully withdraws prior funding and disbursement for county government programs or does not fund the increasing costs of existing mandates; and 

WHEREAS, through the years, the vast majority of Texas counties have passed resolutions seeking an end to unfunded mandates through a constitutional amendment that would give voters the right to protect their local tax dollars from being redirected to state programs;

WHEREAS, on Feb. 12, 2007, the Honorable Rep. Wayne Smith, chairman of the House County Affairs Committee, introduced HJR 61, a constitutional amendment that would expressly prohibit the imposition of many mandatory governmental programs on Texas counties, whether by an act of the Texas Legislature or a state agency or by executive order, unless the state of Texas appropriates the necessary funds to enable Texas counties to operate said governmental program;
WHEREAS, on Feb. 21, 2007, Chairman Smith and his committee heard testimony on HJR 61, with the overwhelming majority of witnesses in support of the bill, including numerous county officials;

NOW, THEREFORE, the County of Hidalgo does hereby resolve that, for the foregoing reasons, it is in the best interests of Texas counties and their taxpayers to support and favor the passage of HJR 61 in the 80th Session of the Texas Legislature.
ADOPTED THE ______ DAY OF APRIL 2007.  

SIGNED AND ENTERED ON THE ABOVE DATE BY THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF THE HIDALGO COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

___________________________

J.D. Salinas, III

County Judge

_________________________                    

                ________________________
SYLVIA S. HANDY





    HECTOR “TITO” PALACIOS
County Commissioner, Pct. 1                                                     County Commissioner, Pct. 2 

_________________________                                                  ________________________
JOE M. FLORES



                            OSCAR L. GARZA
County Commissioner, Pct.3                                                      County Commissioner, Pct. 4
Attested to:

_________________________
ARTURO GUAJARDO, JR.
County Clerk
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