County of Hidalgo

State of Texas  
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Hidalgo County judicial system has continued to provide the residents of Hidalgo County with their constitutional right to speedy trial and jury of their peers; and
WHEREAS, the proposed legislation in the Texas House and Senate have called for a reorganization of the statutory and judicial courts systems in the state of Texas in Senate Bill 1204 by Senator Robert Duncan does not request public discussion from the courts impacted by this legislation; and
WHEREAS, Senate Bill 1204 specifically abolishes six Hidalgo County statutory courts and adds three new district courts to Hidalgo County with an effective date of January 11, 2011, overburdening the current judicial system; reduces the number of jurors from twelve members to six; the chief justice of the Supreme Court rather than the Governor  appoint the administrative judge of the region; creates a judicial panel to hear complex litigation composed of five members designated by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court rather than the case being heard in the district court in which it was filed; shifts the promulgation of civil litigation rules away from the Legislature, the policy making authority to the Texas Supreme Court; antiquates our current statutory court filing system to that of the district clerk court filing system; and
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hidalgo County Commissioner's Court is opposed to any legislation that would result in removing the constitutional rights of the residents of Hidalgo County by severing their rights to have their civil litigation cases heard by the people they elected to serve in their judicial capacity; and
NOW, THEREFORE, the County of Hidalgo does hereby resolve that, for the foregoing reasons, it is in not in the best interests Hidalgo County and their taxpayers to support and favor the passage of SB 1204 in the 80th Session of the Texas Legislature.

ADOPTED THIS ______  DAY OF APRIL 2007.  

SIGNED AND ENTERED ON THE ABOVE DATE BY THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF THE HIDALGO COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

___________________________

J.D. SALINAS, III

County Judge
_________________________                                    _________________________
SYLVIA S. HANDY



              HECTOR “TITO” PALACIOS
County Commissioner, Pct. 1                                       County Commissioner, Pct. 2
_________________________                     

  _________________________

JOE M. FLORES



              OSCAR L. GARZA, JR.
County Commissioner, Pct. 3                                       County Commissioner, Pct. 4
Attested to:

____________________

Arturo Guajardo, Jr.

County Clerk

