County of Hidalgo

State of Texas  

Resolution

WHEREAS, it is estimated that there are approximately 54,255 individuals requiring mental health crisis services annually in Texas; and

WHEREAS, the inability of Texas to serve these individuals adequately results in significant impacts upon hospital emergency rooms, county jails and law enforcement; and

WHEREAS,  The Department of State Health Services earlier this year established a Crisis Services Redesign Committee to develop recommendations for mental health crisis services that are delivered through the local mental health authorities; and

WHEREAS, the Committee recommended the following core services be available in communities to treat psychiatric emergencies:

· Crisis hotline services 

· Psychiatric emergency services with extended observation services (23 to 48 hours) 

· Crisis outpatient services 

· Community crisis residential services 

· Mobile outreach services

· Crisis intervention team (CIT) mental health deputy/peace officer program; and

WHEREAS, The Department of State Health Services is requesting $82 million in their Appropriation Exceptional Item to begin implementation of a "mental health crisis system redesign."
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Hidalgo County Commissioner’s Court does hereby declare its support for the Appropriation Exceptional Item recommended by the Department of State Health Services. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Hidalgo County Legislative Delegation and the Chairmen of the House Appropriations Committee and the Senate Finance Committee. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the above Resolution was unanimously passed on this the ___ day of April 2007.

SIGNED AND ENTERED ON THE ABOVE DATE BY THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF THE HIDALGO COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

___________________________

J.D. SALINAS III

County Judge

_________________________                                           _________________________
SYLVIA S. HANDY




         HECTOR “TITO” PALACIOS
County Commissioner, Pct. 1                                 
         County Commissioner, Pct. 2
_________________________                                
         _________________________
JOE M. FLORES



         
         OSCAR L. GARZA, JR.
County Commissioner, Pct. 3                                   
         County Commissioner, Pct. 4
Attested to:

_________________________
ARTURO GUAJARDO, JR.
County Clerk

