PROCLAMATION

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH

MAY 2007

WHEREAS, good mental health is essential to everyone’s overall health and well-being; and

WHEREAS, an estimated 26% of Americans ages 18 and older suffer from a diagnosable mental disorder in a given year; and

WHEREAS, increased public awareness of mental health issues may lead to earlier recognition and treatment of possible mental health problems, leading to lower health care and correctional costs, increase productivity, improve the ability of children and adolescents to learn and contribute to healthier families and communities; and 

WHEREAS, people with mental illness can be vital and vibrant members of our communities, improving the quality of life for all of us; and

WHEREAS, the month of May has been designated Mental Health Awareness Month, with more than 10,000 individuals with Mental Illness in the Rio Grande Valley receiving services from Tropical Texas Behavioral Health, whose vision is to lead in the innovative management of comprehensive and compassionate behavioral healthcare resources for our local communities; and

WHEREAS, Tropical Texas Behavioral Health, celebrating 40 years of providing services for individuals with Mental Illness and their families; helps our clients live full and productive lives of inclusion in our communities, and to fulfill their hopes and dreams as any other citizen;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF HIDALGO COUNTY do hereby proclaim the month of May 2007 to be

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH

and urge the Citizens of Hidalgo County to give full support of efforts towards enabling people with mental illness to live full and productive lives of inclusion in our Communities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the seal of the County of Hidalgo, on this the 15th day of May, 2007.

     Hidalgo County, TEXAS

     BY: ____________________________








                        JD Salinas, Hidalgo County Judge

ATTEST:

BY: _____________________________

                   Arturo Guajardo, Jr., County Clerk 

