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Re:  Hidalgoe County Lawyers’ Lounge
Dear Judge Salinas and Honorable Commissioners:

This letter is respectfully submitted on behalf of the Hidalgo County Bar Association
Board of Directors and its 680 Members. We were notified by Marty Salazar (Purchasing
Agent) on Wednesday, May 9, 2007, that the Lawyers” Lounge (recently temporarily closed in
order to accommodate the 398™ District Court while repairs were being done to that courtroom
and chambess) probably would not be returned to the HCBA. She informed us that while a final
decision had not been made, the Commissioner’s Court was strongly leaning towards using the
Lawyers’ Lounge to permanently house another court or the space would be converted into

&fﬁ?:: space for other courts. She informed us that a ruling is expected in the next couple of
eeks.

The attorneys and judicial. staff have cnjoye& and heavily utilized t ’
y utilized the Lawyers’ Lounge
. g;r r:;re ty}rlea;{s than many of us can fecall, decades in fact, Additionally, within the past coupgle
thoi sa.:d d: I aSsB:I;d‘;:it:l: dgfations from ;fow firms and individual lawyers, has expended several
: £S5 | g the Lawyer’s Lounge including lighting, ceilin inti I
carpeting, furnishings, phone/intemet services, etc. Prior to spendingg these %'u:éc;rf(; rllmﬁxllrtgxls% tr}f;

Lawyers' Lounge, the HCB .
the space. A was assured that its members would have futurc long tetm use of
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While we understand the problem of limited space at the courthouse, our Members need
this space and simply bave no where else to go to in order to confer about their cases, discuss
compromises, or await hearings and jury decisions. Accordingly, we request that you rule in
favor of keeping the Lawyers® Lounge and continuing to permit the HCBA to maintain that
space.

Respectfully yours,

Hidalge County Bar Assocjation

By: e&zg&a cla
Rebecca Vela, ,
HCBA President 2006-2007




