PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS,  childhood cancer is the number one disease killer and second leading cause of death (exceeded only by accidents) of children; and
WHEREAS,  on any given school day, approximately 46 young people, or two classrooms of students, are diagnosed with cancer; and
WHEREAS, every year, more than 12,500 children are diagnosed with cancer; and
WHEREAS,  one in every 330 persons in the United States will develop cancer before his or her 20th birthday; and 

WHEREAS,  every year over 2,500 children under the age of 20 lose their lives to cancer; and
WHEREAS,  in Hidalgo County, there were 299 cases diagnosed between the ages of 00-14 and 395 cases between the ages of 00-19, according to the Texas Cancer Registry(10 year period, 1995-2004); and
WHEREAS, childhood cancer spares no one, affecting kids from every socioeconomic background; and
WHEREAS,  each September in the United States, honor is paid to those who have struggled with childhood cancer, either as patients, as a family member, or as caregivers; and

NOW, THEREFORCE BE IT PROCLAIMED,  that the Commissioners’ Court of Hidalgo County hereby proclaims September 2007 as National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month in Hidalgo County.
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