PROCLAMATION

Whereas, The infant mortality rate, which is the rate at which babies die before their first birthday, in Hidalgo County was 4.5 per 1,000 live births; and
Whereas, In Hidalgo County in 2004, 66 babies never took their first steps; and
Whereas, Infant Mortality among Hispanics remains significantly higher than that of the white population; and

Whereas, The United States ranks 23rd among industrialized nations in babies dying before their birthday; and

Whereas, National Infant Mortality Awareness Month has been designed to increase awareness of the high rates of infants deaths, and is being led by the National Healthy Start Association; and
Whereas, Increased public awareness of access to early and continuous prenatal care will help identify conditions and behavior that can result in low birth weight babies, who are more likely to die than infants whose mothers receive prenatal care; and 

Whereas, The Healthy Start Program in the Rio Grande Valley, located at Nuestra Clinica del Valle, is one of nearly 100 Healthy Star projects nationwide; and

Whereas, Since 2000, the Valley Primary Care Network Healthy Start Program has been dedicated to reducing the incidence of infant mortality in the Rio Grande Valley; and

Whereas, Our Healthy Start Program has made a dramatic impact on the high rates of infant mortality that are prevalent in our community, providing critical services to over one thousand women and their infants; and 
Now, Therefore Be It Proclaimed, that the Commissioner’s Court of Hidalgo County hereby proclaims September as Infant Mortality Awareness Month in Hidalgo County.
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