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	 Texas Department of Family and Protective Services 


Commissioner
Carey D. Cockerell

August 8, 2007

The Honorable J.D. Salinas 

Hidalgo County Monroe Street, Brownsville, TX 8520
P.O. Box 1356
Edinburg, Tx 78540
ATTN:  Mari Gutierrez

RE: Title IV-E Contract Documents for 

       Contract Numbers:  23381024 & 23381025

Dear Judge Salinas:

Enclosed you will find (2) two copies of your Title IV-E contracts with the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS or Department) and two copies of the forms needed to implement contract.  

By law, DFPS may contract with a county commissioner's court to administer the funds authorized for eligible children in the county.  On this basis, DFPS has developed and implemented a standard statewide outreach program under which the Department:

· informs each county of the availability of federal funds to pay costs of providing child protective services within the county; and 

· provides technical assistance upon request to a county seeking federal funds. 

Counties usually have a Child Welfare Board when they have a Title IV-E contract; however, the contract is with the county, not the Child Welfare Board.

1. County child welfare services contracts (financial) are entered into with a county government to establish and maintain a child welfare board, and they allow for the reimbursement of eligible Title IV-E expenditures to counties for the child welfare board and/or foster children.  Reimbursable expenditures include foster care maintenance, administrative costs, and training expenses. 

2. County legal services contracts are entered into with county governments and allow for the reimbursement of costs of legal services for foster children.  Reimbursable expenditures include administrative costs and training expenses. 

Title IV, one of 20 titles of the Social Security Act, addresses grants to States for aid and services to needy families with children and for child welfare services.  Specifically, Title IV-E provides financial assistance to States for payments and expenses related to:

· foster care maintenance; 

· administrative costs; and

· training. 

Nationally, Title IV is administered by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).  Regulations of the Secretary of HHS relating to Title IV are published in the Code of Federal Regulations. 

In Texas, the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) administer Title IV-E of the Social Security Act.  DFPS is the single state agency responsible for the IV-E program in Texas.  DFPS is responsible to both the federal and state government for ensuring that 100% of the money involved in the contract is IV-E allowable and that it is serving the purpose of carrying out the intent of the IV-E program.

Many Title IV-E contracts are considered sub recipient contracts and, as such, are subject to particular rules and regulations that may not apply to vendor contracts.  As defined in OMB Circular A-133 and UGMS, a sub recipient is a "non-federal or non-state entity that expends federal or state awards received from a pass-thru entity to carry out a federal or state program, but does not include an individual who is a beneficiary of such a program."  All counties that expend $500,000 or more in federal or state funding in the aggregate are required to have a "single audit" (see OMB Circular A-133 and UGMS Part IV).

Please complete all applicable documents and sign them in blue ink.  

Upon receipt of the contract documents, the authorized DFPS person will sign, and we will return an original contract to you for your file.  All contract documents need to be returned to me no later than August 22, 2007.

This will ensure that your contract will be processed by August 31, 2007.  Return the documents to me at the following address:

DFPS

Albesa Luna, Mail Code 108-1
Contract Manager

2520 South I Road

Edinburg, Texas 78539

If you have any questions regarding the proper completion of the enclosed documents contact me at (956)316-8270.   IF YOU DO NOT INTEND TO CONTRACT WITH THE DEPARTMENT, PLEASE CONTACT ME IMMEDIATELY SO THAT WE MAY INITIATE CONTRACT CLOSURE.
Respectfully,

Albesa Luna

Contract Manager

C:  Craig Ward, DFPS Contracts Director

      Ray Eufracio, CPA, County Auditor

      Mike Escaname, County Auditor’s Office

Enclosures:
Contract documents and Form 2046
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