 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RESOLUTION

for placement of the Tejano Monument

WHEREAS, in the year 2000 while visiting the Texas Capital in Austin, Dr. Cayetano E. Barrera discovered that the State of Texas had no monument on its Capitol grounds commemorating the heritage and culture of the early Spanish and Mexican pioneers, commonly referred to as “Tejanos,” who explored and settled in Texas since the early 1500s, and Dr. Barrera thereafter met with State Representative Ismael “Kino” Flores to try and change this; and, 


WHEREAS, in 2001, Representative Flores spearheaded a movement in the Texas legislature, along with Senator Mario Gallegos, that led to the 77th Texas Legislature’s unanimous passage of House Concurrent Resolution 38 by approving the construction of a monument paying tribute to the contributions, influences and achievements of Tejanos to the Great State of Texas on the Capitol grounds; and


WHEREAS, the Texas Legislature has continued its overwhelming support of the emplacement of the Tejano Monument on the Capitol grounds with the passage of HCR 12 in 2006 and with an appropriation in 2007; and


WHEREAS, Texas Governor Rick Perry, Texas Lieutenant Governor David Dewhurst and Texas Speaker of the House Tom Craddick, have supported the Tejano Monument and have made it possible for the Tejano Monument to become a reality; and,


WHEREAS, Tejanos past and present have influenced and enriched the cultural heritage of the State of Texas including the introduction of longhorn cattle to the lands of this great state and the introduction of the “vaquero,” the precursor to the Texas Cowboy, both of which are icons of present day Texas; and


WHEREAS, the South Capitol grounds should display statues, memorials, and commemorations of the people, ideals, and events that are synonymous with Texas identity and history; and,


WHEREAS, the Tejano Monument will serve to complete a part of Texas history missing at our state capital and inspire new generations of Texans with pride when they learn of this group of pioneers that helped shape the landscape of our great state; and,


WHEREAS, the Texas State Preservation Board will ultimately decide where the Tejano Monument is placed on the grounds of the Texas State Capitol, and which Board is currently made up of prominent Texas dignitaries including, the Honorable Rick Perry, Governor, Chairman; The Honorable David Dewhurst, Lieutenant Governor, Co-Vice Chairman; The Honorable Tom Craddick, Speaker of the House, Co-Vice Chairman; The Honorable Kim Brimer, Texas Senate; The Honorable Tony Goolsby, Texas House of Representatives; and  Jocelyn Levi Straus, Citizen Board Member; and,


WHEREAS, the Tejano Monument commemorates such a significant part of Texas history that it should be placed in front of the Texas Capitol on the grounds south of the Capitol among the statutes and memorials of other prominent groups and deserving individuals which tell a story of the heritage of Texas;


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court hereby requests that the Texas State Preservation Board select a location for the Tejano Monument in front of the Texas Capitol in Austin, Texas, in a place of prominence on the South Capitol grounds at their next meeting.

Approved this _____ day of April, 2008.

_________________________

J.D. SALINAS III

County Judge

_________________________




  _________________________

SYLVIA S. HANDY





  HECTOR “TITO” PALACIOS

County Commissioner, Pct. 1




  County Commissioner, Pct. 2
_________________________




  _________________________

JOE M. FLORES




               OSCAR L. GARZA, JR.

County Commissioner, Pct. 3

               

  County Commissioner, Pct. 4

     Attest:

_________________________

ARTURO GUAJARDO, JR.

County Clerk

