April 30, 2008

Amelie G. Ramirez, Dr.PH

Professor, Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics

Director, Institute for Health Promotion Research

8207 Callaghan Rd, Suite 353

San Antonio, TX 78230

RE: Letter for Support for Salud Hidalgo!
Dear Dr. Ramirez, 

The Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court thanks you very much for your invitation to participate in the research study that you and your colleagues are submitting entitled: Salud Hidalgo!. We accept this invitation and look forward to supporting this exciting new project. 

This is very timely as the Latino population comprises the most rapidly growing ethnic group in the US and is the nation’s largest minority population. More importantly this project will seek ways to reverse the growing trends in childhood obesity that creates huge, life threatening problems for the children, their families and the communities in which they live. Taking advantage of new health communication approaches to reach the Latino community has never been more critical. We believe the need to address nutrition and exercise behaviors of children, especially in our most vulnerable communities, are highly significant and we wholeheartedly support the aims of Salud Hidalgo! project. 
Again, we would like to express our appreciation for inviting us to serve on this project and we look forward to working with you and your distinguished colleagues in this new initiative. 
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