Academic Leadership Alliance

Business & Education Partnerships 

Working to Improve the Skills of the Rio Grande Valley’s Workforce

March 2008
Dear Employer:
This letter is an initiation to host an educator intern in your organization for two or three weeks.  Our mission is to create a seamless alignment between the business and education sectors with the objective to prepare students and educators for tomorrow’s job market demands. As a result, the ALA Summer Employer/Educator Internship Program was developed. In the last five years, over 165 educators and counselors have partnered with local industry to learn current business practices and identify critical skills needed in today’s global competitive markets. Those practices and skills are now being taught in classrooms. We now have 9 school districts and over 35 employers participating in the program and are in need for additional employer partnerships. On behalf of the A.L.A., we would like to invite you to join our endeavor by hosting a summer educator intern. The Academic Leadership Alliance is a collaborative partnership between the McAllen Economic Development Corporation, Region One Education Service Center, and Tech Prep of the Rio Grande Valley focused on workforce development.
Dr. Gloria Crum, our ALA Regional Coordinator, will be the contact person for this program.  We need your participation and support. A trained and skilled workforce is a critical need for companies such as yours and with your help we can improve economic prosperity and enhance the quality of life for our community.  Educator Interns will be matched to your business organization.  The interns will be at your work site for two or three weeks, Monday through Thursday, during the month of June. Enclosed is a copy of the ALA Summer Educator/Employer Internship Evaluation for 2007.  Please take a moment to read what the employers and educators say about the program.
We ask you to be our next partner in the program by reserving $800 into your annual budget. 
Please complete the enclosed Employer Participation Response form to let us know of your intentions.

The contact information for Dr. Crum, should you have any questions, is as follows:



McAllen Economic Development Corporation

Attention: Dr. Gloria J. Crum, ALA Regional Coordinator



6401 South 33rd Street, McAllen, TX 78501



Cell: (956) 821-4659 – pgcrum@aol.com  
Any of us are available to discuss the project with you as well.  We are working to expand and sustain our region’s economic viability, and we need your participation and support!
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Sincerely,
Gloria Crum

ALA Regional Coordinator
McALLEN ECONOMIC
REGION ONE EDUCATION

TECH PREP OF THE

DEVELOPMENT CORP.
SERVICE CENTER


VALLEY, INC.
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Keith Patridge


Jack Damron



Patricia G. (Pat) Bubb

President and CEO        

Executive Director         

Executive Director
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