

EXHIBIT (A(
HIDALGO COUNTY-

(IMPOUNDMENT AND QUARANTINE OF SMALL ANIMALS WITHIN HIDALGO COUNTY(
Bid No. 2008-039-00-00-MSS
SPECIFICATIONS

1. Provide a proper containment facility in which dogs, cats or other small animals (including certain native/wild species such as opossums, raccoons, etc.) that are picked-up in unincorporated/rural areas of Hidalgo County and may be impounded, quarantined, observed, tested, or destroyed in accordance with the requirements of the Texas Board of Health pursuant to Article 4477-6(a).
2. Provide adequate food, water, shelter, confinement and when indicated and directed by the Director of the Hidalgo County Health Department (Director), administer humane euthanasia to impounded or quarantined animals.

3. Provide facilities that are licensed by the Texas Department of Health to operate as a place where legal and healthful impounding or quarantining of animals may occur.

4. Provide proper space and facilities and impound or place in quarantine all animals required to be impounded or quarantined by the authority and direction of the County Medical Officer, County Health Department Director and any designated person working under the authority of the Director, and/or any County designated person charged with the enforcement of THSC Chapters 823 and 826 or other State or County regulations related to Animal Control.  At no time shall Contractor refuse to house any such impounded or quarantined animals.

5. Maintain hours for receiving animals from County for impoundment or quarantine 24 hours a day, seven days a week
6. Provide facilities to incinerate or otherwise to dispose of dog, cat and other small animal carcasses with utilization of the sanitary landfill.

7. Attempt to reunite owners with impounded animals.

8. Assist County when requested in the investigation of animal cruelty.

9. Prepare and ship animal specimen(s)/head(s) to the Texas Department of Health Laboratory for examination (out-of-pocket cost for preparation and shipment to be borne by the owner of the animals or the contractor).
10. Collect proper charges assessed to the owner of an impounded or quarantined animal.

11. In the event of an (Emergency Disaster( relating to the evacuation and sheltering of service animals and household pets, will cooperate with County  in developing an (Animal Disaster Emergency Plan( in a timely manner at no additional cost to the County in accordance with (Government Code-Section 418.043 (11)-Develop plans for the humane evacuation, transport, and temporary sheltering of (Service Animals( and (Household Pets( in a disaster as required by Sub-Chapter I and in compliance with applicable federal law;

(Government Code-Section 418.201"-Definition of this Section Code;

(1)(Household pet( means a domesticated cat or dog or other animal normally maintained in the home or on the property of either the owner or the caretaker of the animal.  Does not include livestock as defined by Section 1.003, Agriculture Code.

(2)(Service Animal( has the meaning assigned for the purposes of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Section 12101 et. Seq.).

(Government Code-Section 418.202"-Evacuation Of Service Animals.  Plans developed under Section 418.043(11) must require that:

(1) a person with a disability who uses a service animal be evacuated, transported, and sheltered with that service animal; and

(2)all shelters be informed of the obligation to provide shelter to both the person and the person(s service animal.

(Government Code-Section 418.203"-Evacuation Of Household Pets. (a)Plans developed under Section 418.043 (11) must permit:

(1) The simultaneous evacuation of a household pet and the pet(s owner or caretaker, if the evacuation can be made without endangering human life; and

(2) The transportation of a household pet using public transportation if:

(A) The pet is safely and securely confined in a cage or carrier designed for pet transport; and

(B) Transportation of the pet will not endanger human life

(C) The division shall coordinate the establishment of an identification system to enable the owner or caretaker of a household pet who is separated from the pet during a disaster evacuation to locate and reclaim the pet.

12. Contractual Term:  Contract term will be for an initial Two (2) year period with Hidalgo County’s option to extend the contract for an additional (1) year term based on prior year(s performance evaluation and contingent upon cost remaining unchanged.  Furthermore, Hidalgo County reserves the right to extend the contract for an additional sixty (60) day grace period at the end of the contract term for unforeseen delay in award of new bid for next contract term or extension of current contract commencing upon award by the Hidalgo County Commissioners( Court.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Further information required for this project can be addressed to, Moises Salazar, Buyer II, Hidalgo County Purchasing Department via e-mail to moises.salazar@co.hidalgo.tx.us or via fax to 956-292-7612.  Hidalgo County is requesting that any and all questions, inquiries, and clarifications regarding quotes, bids, proposals, or statement of qualifications be addressed to Martha L. Salazar, Purchasing Agent, 2812 S. Business Hwy. 281, Edinburg, Texas 78539.  TELEPHONE INQUIRIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

ALL WRITTEN INQUIRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED VIA FACSIMILE NO LATER THAN, Wednesday                                       , 5:00 P.M.  Responses will be sent to all applicants via facsimile or e-mail by no later than, 5:00 P.M., Friday,                                               .
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