PROCLAMATION

Whereas:
An estimated 15,132 Texas women and 103 Texas men will be diagnosed with breast cancer in 2008, and or about 2,804 women and 25 men will die of the disease. Nationally, breast cancer is the most common form of cancer in women.  
Whereas:
in Hidalgo County, there will be expected new cases of breast cancer in 304 women and 2 male with expected deaths to 58 women and no males.
Whereas:
research shows that breast cancer mortality could be reduced by at least 30 percent if women followed recommended breast cancer screening guidelines.

Whereas:
all women have a chance of developing breast cancer.  Women 50 or older are the most likely to develop breast cancer.  African American women are the most likely to die of breast cancer than any other group of women.  Getting a mammogram and breast exam only once is not enough.  The American Cancer Society recommends that women get a mammogram and clinical breast examination every year beginning at age 40.

Whereas:
a woman has the greatest chance of successful treatment if breast cancer is found at an early stage.  Early detection practices are part of a good breast health routine.  A good breast health routine includes a yearly mammogram, clinical breast examination and monthly breast self-examination.

Whereas:
further, Medicare helps pay the cost of a yearly mammogram for women age 40 or older with Medicare Part B.

Now, Therefore be it proclaimed that the Commissioners Court of Hidalgo County hereby proclaims the Month of October as Breast Cancer Awareness Month in Hidalgo County.
_________________________

JUAN D. SALINAS III

County Judge

_________________________


                             _________________________

SYLVIA S. HANDY



                             HECTOR “TITO”PALACIOS

County Commissioner, Pct. 1



                 County Commissioner, Pct. 2

_________________________         

                            _________________________

JOE M. FLORES




                OSCAR GARZA, JR.

County Commissioner, Pct. 3


                            County Commissioner, Pct. 4

Attest:
_________________________

ARTURO GUAJARDO, JR.

County Clerk
