PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, Mr. Eugene Gutierrez was born on September 14, 1921 in Harlingen, TX, the fourth of seven children; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Gutierrez grew up during the 1929-1930 recession years, working various jobs, selling newspapers, shining shoes, as a dishwasher in cafés, to help with living expenses.; and

WHEREAS,  On August 15, 1941, he voluntarily enlisted in the U.S. Army to save money for college, as he was aware that his parents financial status would not be sufficient to provide further education after high school for a family of seven; and

WHEREAS,  In July of 1942, Mr. Gutierrez volunteered for a special operations unit named the First Special Service Force, not knowing the secrecy involved.; and

WHEREAS,  The First Special Service Force participated in combat from the North Pacific to the Mediterranean and European Theatres of War; and

WHEREAS,  After the war, Mr. Gutierrez attend and completed college and began his teaching career with McAllen ISD ; and
WHEREAS,  In 1953 Mr. Gutierrez became the first Hispanic principal; and
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court hereby recognizes Mr. Eugene Gutierrez for his commitment to service and education.
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