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Norma L. Longoria, WIC Director
LA#012, Hidalgo County Health Dept
WIC Administrative Office

3105 West University Drive
Edinburg, TX 78539

Dear Ms. Longoria:

Your request for FY2009 Breastfeeding Peer Counselor Program Funding has been approved.
Peer counseling expenditures not to exceed $390,000.00 from October 1, 2008 through
September 30, 2009 may be billed in accordance with your WIC Contract. This total includes
amounts authorized by our memo #08-129, Continued Funding for Peer Counselor Programs
into FY 2009 dated September 12, 2008 that you have already billed on a separate State of Texas
Purchase Voucher (B-13).

This funding can be used for training and salaries of peer counselors who assist pregnant and
breastfeeding WIC participants. It can also be used for communication equipment you may have
requested on your FY2008 Funding Request and travel expenses peer counselors may incur in the
course of performing their job duties or attending training and/or conferences. In order to allow
the State Agency to track these expenditures, said costs must be billed on a separate Staze of
Texas Purchase Voucher, B-13 from your regular WIC requests.

Allocations were made based upon the following criteria: number of pregnant and breastfeeding
women served, retaining counselors established with previous discretionary funding, prevalence
of serving rural and remote locations, and breastfeeding rates.

Please note that only 50% of your peer counseling costs covered by any funding other than
regular administrative dollars will be applied toward your nutrition education requirement in
FY09, and none of your peer counseling costs covered by any funding other than regular
administrative dollars will be applied toward your nutrition education requirement in FY10. Peer
counselor costs paid for by your administrative grant (regular) WIC funding may be allocated
toward your breastfeeding mandated expenditure or your nutrition education requirement.
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If you have any questions regarding implementing, expanding or maintaining your Peer
Counselor Program, please contact Jewell Stremler, Peer Counselor Coordinator, Nutrition
Education/Clinic Services Unit, Nutrition Services Section, at (512) 341-4593 or

Jewell. Stremler@dshs.state tx us. Questions concerning billing should be directed to Kim
Relph, Team Lead for Contract Support, Contract Management Branch, at (512) 458-7111
extension 6443 or Kim.Relph@dshs state.tx.us.

ontgomery, Section Director
utrition Services Section

Sincerely,

cc: Kim Relph
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