RESOLUTION ON IMPROVING U.S. HIGHWAY 281

WHEREAS, a safe and efficient transportation system drives economic growth and competitiveness, supports rural and urban connectivity and sustains jobs and the quality of life for our citizens; and 

WHEREAS, U.S. Highway 281 is one of the most important NAFTA corridors linking more than 250  manufacturing plants or Maquilas in Mexico to Interstate 35 and Interstate 10 from San Antonio; and

WHEREAS, U.S. Highway 281 ranks 3rd among the seven highway corridors in Texas which carry 83% of all truck trade value between U.S and Mexico and 10 percent of the value of all U.S. international trade; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Department of Transportation estimates that the vehicle miles traveled by medium to heavy trucks weighing 10,000 pounds or more will increase by 330 percent by 2030; and

WHEREAS, U.S. 281 is a safe emergency evacuation route for the Rio Grande Valley; and  

WHEREAS, the only obstacle to expediting traffic and trade along this important NAFTA corridor is the four bottlenecks in Falfurrias, Premont, Ben Bolt and George West; and

WHEREAS, several leaders from the Counties of Hidalgo, Brooks, Starr, Jim Wells and Live Oak have come together to seek highway investments to fix the bottlenecks so that U.S. 281 can operate like an interstate; and

WHEREAS, these leaders have identified four priorities: Priority 1 - Falfurrias, which consists of improvements estimated at $87.5 million for five overpasses;                 Priority 2 – Ben Bolt, improvements estimated at $13 million for an overpass at FM 2508; Priority 3 – Premont, improvements of up to $104 million to upgrade the existing route; and Priority 4 – George West, which includes an estimated $21.5 million for a free right turn lane and rail road overpass and $50 million for improvements that will facilitate traffic trying to get on I-37 from U.S. 281 from either George West and/or north of Three Rivers as may be preferred by these communities; and
WHEREAS, the Texas Department of Transportation has included three of the four priorities – Falfurrias, Ben Bolt and a portion of George West -- along U.S. 281 in its submission to the United States Department of Transportation as projects ready to begin construction should the United States Congress pass an economic stimulus bill and provide federal funding for these two priorities.
WHEREAS, the upcoming legislative review of the Texas Department of Transportation in Texas and the pending re-authorization of federal highway programs provide an excellent opportunity to re-examine the funding for transportation infrastructure and the prioritization of projects and policies.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court urges the Texas Legislature and Congress to invest in improvements to U.S. Highway 281 that will increase the capacity and performance of this vital traffic and trade corridor.
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