PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, Mr. Mario Reyna was born on July 16, 1959 in San Juan, TX, the son of five children to Elva (Carreon) Reyna and Jose A. Reyna; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Mario Reyna grew up during the late 60’s as a migrant and during the late 70’s working various jobs such as picking melons and with the City of San Juan Brush Collection department to help with living expenses; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Mario Reyna played all type of sports during his years at P-SJ-A High School, including basketball.  His Senior Year in 1977 he was named as Co-MVP of team; and,
WHEREAS,  Mr. Mario Reyna enrolled at Pan American University in September 1977.  Due to his low college entrance exams scores, Mr. Reyna was placed on academic probation before taking any classes.  After struggling academically with his first year in College, Mr. Reyna graduated with honors on May 17, 1981.  
WHEREAS, During his years in College, Mr. Reyna attained many part-time jobs as he was aware that his mother’s (widow mom) financial status would not be sufficient to provide further education after high school. In addition to working part time, Mr. Reyna volunteered his time for five years as a Pony League baseball coach with the City of Pharr.  
WHEREAS, Mr. Reyna earned a Master of Education degree on May 13, 1990.  It should be duly noted that Mr. Reyna completed all his masters work with a 4.0 GPA; and  
WHEREAS,  Mr. Mario Reyna began his career in education in September 1981 as a physical education teacher in McAllen ISD at Zavala Elementary which was a school with a high percentage of children meeting low socio-economic status.  Mr. Mario Reyna taught physical education at Zavala Elementary for twenty-two years because he believed in making a difference in a community that struggled with gang violence and drugs; and

WHEREAS,  Mr. Mario Reyna was selected as McAllen ISD Elementary Teacher of The Year in 1997 – to date, Mr. Reyna is the only physical education teacher to have attained such an honor; and  

WHEREAS,  Mr. Mario Reyna was awarded the Arturo Estrada Sanchez trophy on July 24, 1999 for his outstanding baseball umpiring in South Texas – this award was presented in Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico; and
WHEREAS,  Mr. Mario Reyna was selected as a Notable Valley Hispanic honoree on October 1, 2000; and
WHEREAS,  Mr. Mario Reyna was elected on December 4, 2008 as President-elect of the Texas Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (TAHPERD).  Since 1923, Mr. Reyna is the first person from the Rio Grande Valley and the first male Hispanic elected to position.  In December 2010, Mr. Reyna will serve as President of TAHPERD; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court hereby recognizes Mr. Mario Reyna for his commitment to service and education.
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