HIDALGO COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION TO COUNT MEDICAID UPL EXPENDITURES AS ELIGIBLE FOR STATE ASSISTANCE
WHEREAS, Hidalgo County previously received State assistance for its indigent expenditures in excess of eight percent of its tax levy on the Medicaid program; and

WHEREAS, through its collaboration with local hospitals Hidalgo County now dedicates its tax revenue for indigent expenditures under the Medicaid program; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 61 of the Texas Health and Safety Code does not currently include Medicaid payments as indigent healthcare expenses eligible for State assistance; and 
WHEREAS, including Hidalgo County’s expenditures for the Medicaid program as eligible for State assistance would enable the County to increase healthcare services to the County’s indigent, draw State assistance for the County’s expenditures, and avoid a reduction in its rollback tax rate; 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HIDALGO COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT, that it endorse and fully support a State bill to include County funding used for the indigent population through the Medicaid program as indigent care expenditures eligible for State assistance under Chapter 61 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be delivered to Senator Eddie Lucio, Senator Juan Hinojosa, and such other state officials that the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court may deem appropriate as an official communication from the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court.

Adopted on February __, 2009 by a vote of: ____________________________.

	_____________________________________

Sylvia Handy, Commissioner, Precinct 1


	_____________________________________

Hector (“Tito”) Palacios, Commissioner, Precinct 2

	_____________________________________

Joe Flores, Commissioner, Precinct 3


	_____________________________________

Oscar Garza, Jr., Commissioner, Precinct 4



	_____________________________________

J.D. Salinas, Hidalgo County Judge
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