RESOLUTION SUPPORTING 
THE UNIVERSAL FREIGHT SHUTTLE PROJECT
WHEREAS, Hidalgo County has experienced an explosive growth in trade with more than 250 maquiladoras or U.S. manufacturing clusters centered around Reynosa, Mexico, producing a significant portion of the more than $200 billion in NAFTA trade that moves along U.S. Highway 281 and other Texas highways; and,

WHEREAS, there are nine international bridges in place or under construction in Hidalgo and Starr County that feed 1,300 heavy trucks daily into the                     U.S. Highway 281 NAFTA corridor; and,  
WHEREAS, the truck traffic along this important NAFTA corridor is expected to double to more than 3,000 trucks daily by 2030; and,
WHEREAS, Texas Department of Transportation has published a request for information for concepts for new low carbon emitting freight transportation facilities; and,
WHEREAS, a region’s ability to efficiently and cleanly move freight improves that regions desirability for the location of manufacturing and distribution facilities; and,
WHEREAS, the Hidalgo County has followed the development of the Universal Freight Shuttle being developed jointly by the Texas Transportation Institute and Freight Shuttles Partners, LLC; and,
WHEREAS, the Universal Freight Shuttle would reduce the volume of truck traffic and provide a faster, cleaner method of moving freight in South Texas; and,
WHEREAS, the Hidalgo County supports development of transportation infrastructure that will increase employment opportunities in South Texas; and,
WHEREAS, the Universal Freight Shuttle could be built in the existing rights of way of 

US-281, US-44, US-77, and US-59 supporting the I-69 project; and,
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court supports the further development of the Universal Freight Shuttle concept; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court welcomes the location of the Universal Freight Shuttle in South Texas linking other Texas intermodal transportation destinations with a terminal in Hidalgo County to include, but not be limited to, the planned Robstown Trade Processing and Inland Center, the City of Corpus Christi, the Port of Corpus Christi, the City of San Antonio, Fort Hood, the Dallas Fort Worth Metroplex, the City of Houston, and the planned intermodal facilities in Bowie County, Texarkana.
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