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April 6, 2009

In January 2009, Methodist Healthcare Ministries of South Texas, Inc. gathered 26 service providers from 64 counties in south and near west Texas to develop a coordinated cancer prevention and control plan. It is the goal of this coalition to submit the plan and its cost to the newly formed Cancer Prevention and Research Institute of Texas (CPRIT) in May 2009.

CPRIT was created in late 2007 when Texas voters approved Proposition 15 which allows Texas to issue $3 billion in bonds over 10 years to fund grants for cancer research and prevention. It is estimated that of the $3 billion in state funds, 10% will be available for prevention beginning in Fall 2009. With $300 million over10 years, it would mean distribution of $30 million annually for prevention programming.

The plan currently in development will describe a wide-ranging cancer prevention and control coalition of partners that includes Educational Service Centers, Federally Qualified Health Centers, and city/county health districts. The plan also outlines approximately $12 million in cancer prevention services, and addresses a 10-year funding scenario ($12 million for each of 10 years). In addition, other components of the plan include information distribution involving 2-1-1 services, an evaluation plan being developed by the University of Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio, and a fiscal agent. University Health System, based in Bexar County, has offered to serve as that fiscal agent.

Should this plan be funded by CPRIT, the fiscal agent will subcontract with the 25+ service providers in the coalition to deliver cancer prevention and control services. The fiscal agent will distribute funds, monitor compliance with the plan, and report results of the project back to the Cancer Prevention and Control Institute.


For more information, please contact:
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