WHEREAS, the State Criminal Alien Assistance program (SCAAP) is a federal program that reimburses state and local governments for costs associated with the incarceration of illegal immigrants; and
WHEREAS, these costs are a federal obligation, and
WHEREAS, by failing to reimburse states and local governments for the cost of incarcerating criminal aliens, the federal government deprives communities of critical funding for public safety services, and
WHEREAS, Hidalgo County received nearly $475,000 in SCAAP funds in FY2008; and

WHEREAS, the State of Texas and its communities received over $28 million in SCAAP funds in FY2008; and

WHEREAS, nearly 800 communities in all 50 states and two U.S. territories received $400 million in SCAAP funds in FY2008; and 

WHEREAS, President Barack Obama is proposing to eliminate the State Criminal Alien Assistance Program;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Hidalgo County is opposed to the President’s proposal to eliminate the State Criminal Alien Assistance Program.

SIGNED, this ___th day of May 2009.
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