STATE OF TEXAS

§





§

COUNTY OF HIDALGO 
§

DECLARATION AND ORDER IMPOSING A STATE OF EMERGENCY DUE TO THE POTENTIAL OF WILDFIRES CAUSED BY ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS WHICH POSE AN IMMINENT THREAT TO PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY AND PROHIBITING THE UNAUTHORIZED BURNING OF
NATURAL OR MAN-MADE MATERIALS IN HIDALGO COUNTY
WHEREAS,   Hidalgo County has not had rainfall for an extended period of time; 
WHEREAS, weather forecasters do not anticipate a change in current windy and dry conditions in the near future; 
WHEREAS, these windy and dry conditions pose the threat of large, dangerous and fast-moving wildfires throughout Hidalgo County;  

WHEREAS, such fires have the potential of endangering lives and damaging property on a large scale;
WHEREAS, the Texas Disaster Act of 1975 authorizes the declaration of a state of emergency by a County if there is an imminent threat of widespread or severe damage, injury, or loss of life or property resulting from any natural or man-made cause, including fire; 
WHEREAS, declaration of such a state of emergency authorizes the imposition of controls on activities which tend to increase the likelihood of fires;
WHEREAS, one of the mitigation actions is a controlled or prescribed burn, which may be authorized by the Fire Marshal, at his discretion, on a case by case basis;
WHEREAS, such controls, once implemented, have the potential of protecting lives and property by mitigating the threat of dangerous fires;

THEREFORE, BE IT NOW DECLARED BY THE HIDALGO COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT that a state of emergency exists by the potential of fires due to arid conditions throughout Hidalgo County and as such, IT IS NOW ORDERED that this state of emergency will continue until rescinded but in no instance will this declaration continue for more than ninety (90) days without authorization by the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court.  
BE IT FURTHER ORDERED that this state of emergency is being declared solely for the purpose to prohibit the unauthorized burning of natural or man-made materials, and includes, but is not limited to open-ground burning and/or burning in a container.


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the seal of the County of Hidalgo, on this the 14th day of July, 2009.
_________________________
J.D. SALINAS III, County Judge

_________________________


_________________________
SYLVIA S. HANDY



 
HECTOR “TITO” PALACIOS

County Commissioner, Pct. 1


County Commissioner, Pct. 2
__________________________


_________________________

JOE M. FLORES




OSCAR L. GARZA, JR.

County Commissioner, Pct. 3


County Commissioner, Pct. 4
Attest:
_______________________

ARTURO GUAJARDO, JR.
County Clerk
