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To: Judge Juan D. Salinas III 

County Commissioner’s Court

  

From: Raul E. Sesin, P.E., Planning Administrator

  

Date: September 2, 2009 

  

Re: Proposed Rancho Los Papalotes 2

____________________________________________________

We received a request from Mr. Alfonso Quintanilla on behalf of 

to present proposed Rancho Los Papalotes No. 2 Subdivision located on the North side of Hinojosa Road and 

1.5 of a mile West of US 281.  The following is an account of the events that have led up 

concern regarding the processing of the above mentioned subdivision:

 

1. Developer of Rancho Los Papalotes No. 2 began construction of said proposed subdivision without 

Hidalgo County approval. 

 

2. Original water distribution plans called for 

approval from the City Planning and Zoning Department 

 

3. On March 4, 2008 our department was notified by Quintanilla, Headley, and Associates that the 

developer was considering the use 

 

4. In response to the water well proposal the County Planning Department requested an engineered report 

as to the compliance with 30 TAC 290.104, 290.106, 290.108, and 290.109, either: (1) without any 

treatment to the water; or (2) with treatment by an identified and commercially available water treatment 

system. 31 TAC 364.32(b).  In addition, the water source must have shown the capacity to serve the lots 

in the subdivision with a quality source of wa

 

5. On October 31, 2008 the County Planning Department received a letter from Mr. Armando Vela, 

General Manager of the Red Sands Groundwater 

of the required permits for water wells by R

lot (55 gallons). 

 

6. On March 18, 2009, the County Planning Department received a letter from Mr. Joe Reynolds, Attorney, 

Texas Water Development Board, that stated 

drilled, then the subdivision developer must obtain the permits in order for the 

adequate water service will be provided

Government Code”.  The District a
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osed Rancho Los Papalotes 2 

__________________________________________________________

We received a request from Mr. Alfonso Quintanilla on behalf of Mr. Martin Almanza and 

otes No. 2 Subdivision located on the North side of Hinojosa Road and 

The following is an account of the events that have led up 

the processing of the above mentioned subdivision: 

Developer of Rancho Los Papalotes No. 2 began construction of said proposed subdivision without 

Original water distribution plans called for water service from the City of E

from the City Planning and Zoning Department dated February 13, 2008.

On March 4, 2008 our department was notified by Quintanilla, Headley, and Associates that the 

developer was considering the use of water wells as a means of water service for the lots.

In response to the water well proposal the County Planning Department requested an engineered report 

as to the compliance with 30 TAC 290.104, 290.106, 290.108, and 290.109, either: (1) without any 

to the water; or (2) with treatment by an identified and commercially available water treatment 

In addition, the water source must have shown the capacity to serve the lots 

in the subdivision with a quality source of water for an uninterrupted period of thirty years (30).

On October 31, 2008 the County Planning Department received a letter from Mr. Armando Vela, 

General Manager of the Red Sands Groundwater Conservation District, that made our department aware 

uired permits for water wells by Red Sands G.C.D. and the amount of water available to each 

On March 18, 2009, the County Planning Department received a letter from Mr. Joe Reynolds, Attorney, 

Texas Water Development Board, that stated “If the District requires permits before the wells can be 

on developer must obtain the permits in order for the C

provided and comply with Sections 232.023 and 232.0

District as stated by Mr. Reynolds is the Red Sands G.C.D

956) 318-2844  

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

_____________________________ 

Martin Almanza and Mrs. Irasema Salinas 

otes No. 2 Subdivision located on the North side of Hinojosa Road and 

The following is an account of the events that have led up to the County’s 

Developer of Rancho Los Papalotes No. 2 began construction of said proposed subdivision without 

vice from the City of Edinburg as per letter of 

dated February 13, 2008. 

On March 4, 2008 our department was notified by Quintanilla, Headley, and Associates that the 

of water wells as a means of water service for the lots. 

In response to the water well proposal the County Planning Department requested an engineered report 

as to the compliance with 30 TAC 290.104, 290.106, 290.108, and 290.109, either: (1) without any 

to the water; or (2) with treatment by an identified and commercially available water treatment 

In addition, the water source must have shown the capacity to serve the lots 

ter for an uninterrupted period of thirty years (30). 

On October 31, 2008 the County Planning Department received a letter from Mr. Armando Vela, 

District, that made our department aware 

of water available to each 

On March 18, 2009, the County Planning Department received a letter from Mr. Joe Reynolds, Attorney, 

If the District requires permits before the wells can be 

County to be assured that 

232.023 and 232.031 of the Local 

G.C.D 
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7. The County is utilizing the Wastewater Usage Rates in Chapter 285 out of Title 30 Texas Administrative 

Code which calls for 240 gallons per day for a typical 3 bedroom single family dwelling to establish the 

amount of water need for the above mentioned proposed subdivision.  As stated in Section 232.030, Loc. 

Government Code and echoed by Joe Reynolds of the Texas Water Development Board it is the 

County’s responsibility to set forth requirements for potable water sufficient in quality and quantity. 

 

8. Given the County’s policy of a minimum of 240 gallons per day allocation per lot and the amount that 

Red Sands G.C.D. is willing to allow per lot (55 gallons per day), we may not allow for the processing 

of such subdivision as proposed currently. 

 

Attached please find a copy of a letter from Mr. Armando Vela, General Manager of the Red Sands 

Groundwater Conservation District and copy of a letter from Mr. Joe Reynolds, Attorney, Texas Water 

Development Board. 

 

 

* * * END OF MEMORANDUM * * *  
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